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Pupil Entry School July 2003 


The background 
Ig Bredenkamp, Pretoria Bar, 
gives the background to the 
school 

During the latter half of 2002, the 
GCB decided to arrange an entry 
school for pupils in Johannesburg. 

Pupils from the Pretoria and Johannesburg 
Bars would be invited to attend this school 
as a pilot project. The philosophy behind 
the project was to increase the likelihood 
of pupils who attended historically black 
universities passing the National Bar 
Examinations. Statistics indicate that such 
pupils often struggle to pass the National 	 From left to right: Stefaan Vosloo. divisional manager Professional Banking. Nedbank and 

Ig Bredenkamp, GCB, in consultation regarding the initial planning of the pilot project. Bar Examination at the first attempt. After 
discussions between Willem van der 
Linde SC (chair of the GCB) and Justice was needed to get the project off the 	 a crucial role. Lecturers, trainers and teach
Johann Kriegler, it was decided in princi ground. In this regard Elize van den Heever 	 ing materials had to be organised within the 
ple to launch the entry school in Sandton (executive officer of the GCB), Sharise 	 space of a few weeks. Chris Marnewick SC 
during 2003. Weiner SC of the Johannesburg Bar, John (formerly from the Durban Bar) and 

As this decision was taken during the latter Mullins SC (assisted by Linda Wolff) and presently from the Institute of Professional 

half of 2002, urgent administrative action Ig Bredenkamp of the Pretoria Bar, played Legal Studies in Auckland, New Zealand, 
accepted the invitation to conduct the entry 
school programme. 

A vexed problem was funding. Because of 
the longstanding relationship between 
Nedbank and various Bar Councils affili
ated to the GCB, it was thought appropri
ate to approach Nedbank. Ig Bredenkamp 
duly approached Stefaan Vosloo, the divi
sional manager of Nedbank Professional 
Banking and, within days, a positive 
response was received. This financial con
tribution enabled the GCB to launch the 
entry school on 14 July 2003. 

Pupils commented favourably on the 
school (see below page 10). Senior mem
bers of local Bars who attended some of 
the sessions were also impressed. It was 
particularly the method of 'learning by 
doing', employed at the school, that 
proved to be very successful (see Chris 
Marnewick's comments below). CDFrom left to right: Celebrating the success of the project: Stefaan Vosloo, divisional manag

er, Professional Banking, Nedbank; Chris Marnewick SC, Institute of Professional Legal 
Studies, Auckland, New Zealand; Sharise Weiner SC, Johannesburg Bar; Willem van der 
Linde SC, chair of the GCB; and Douw van der Walt, head of Professional Banking, 
Nedbank. 
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