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World Women Lawyers' Conference 

Contributed by Fayeeza Kathree, Johannesburg Bar, 
GCB representative at the conference 

At the Second World Women Lawyers Conference from left to right: Shireen Said, 
Sharise Weiner SC, and Fayeeza Kathree, with Dr Lindiwe Mahuza, the SA High 
Commissioner to the UK. All the African delegates attending the conference were invited to 
South Africa House. 

e Second World Women Lawyers' 
Conference which was held in~London at the Royal Lancaster 

Hotel from 30 June - I July 2003 was host
ed by the Women's Interest Group of the 
International Bar Association. The 
Women's Interest Group has members in 
47 countries and is one of the largest and 
most cross-cultural networks of women 
lawyers in the world. 

The conference provided women lawyers 
from all over the world, with a platform to 
discuss and explore diverse issues they 
face, and to benefit from the sharing of 
expertise and the exchange of experi
ences. The conference featured a compre
hensive range of topics including anti
trust law, data protection, international 

fraud, international approaches to gender 
awareness and judicial independence, 
employment and immigration law - shat
tering glass ceilings and borders. In the 
latter session, women lawyers who have 
risen to pre-eminence internationally in 
commerce and law, spoke about how busi
nesses can create the right conditions . for 
women's careers to flourish, and practical 
measures which can be taken by organisa
tions to promote women's legal careers. 

The conference furthermore showcased 

the role of women in conflict resolution, 
and economic empowerment of women, 
which explored the challenges women 

face economically in both the developed 
and developing worlds; how the rule of 
law acts to both hinder and enhance 
women's economic empowerment, pro
grammes currently underway to enhance 
women economically including micro
finance and financial literacy and the role 
that women lawyers can play to empower 
women to empower themselves. 

A highlight of the conference was the 
presentation of the Second Outstanding 
International Woman Lawyer Award 
which recognises a lawyer who has not 
only achieved professional excellence in 
her field, but also, inter alia, advanced 
opportunities for women in the practice of 
law. The award was presented to a South 
African - Judge Navi Pillay - who was 
recently appointed to the International 
Criminal Court (see page 29). 

The conference culminated with the dele
gates from Africa attending a cocktail party, 
hosted by the SA High Commissioner, Or 
Lindiwe Mabusa, and Berwin Leighton 
Paisner (one of the top law firms in 
England) at South Africa House. (l) 

Ode to the Almost 
Departed* 

o weary soul assayed by tired 

toil 


Who bravely brought the mid
night broths to boil 

Who made of tasks that lessers 
would weigh down 

The quickest work, that hardly 
earned a frown 

Than such quick work whose 
wit was quicker still, 

The time as soon with earnest 
pause could fill 

And though his plate was fuller 

than the brim, 

'I have too much' you would not 

hear from him 

Who now appears his rest to 
wish to take 

Of afternoons a lawn perhaps to 
rake 

Why weary soul why leave a 
smitten crew 

Who know no wrong that they 
have done to you 

Whose eyes of rabbits head
light-stricken blink 

When on your silent thoughts to 
come they think? 

Is there a way, a price, a song, a 
curse, a plea 

The strength of which might yet 
prevail on thee? 

o let us know, 0 soul who 

would be went 


The key to turn to have that soul 
relent 

Where here we stand upon the 
shores of Styx 

With grinning Charon keen his 
price to fix 

Cheat him 0 soul and spurn his 
awful ride-

A few more years with Advocate 

abide! 

F Snyckers 

*Jeremy Gauntlett SC has 
resigned as a member of 
Advocate s editorial committee. 
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