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Bertus Bergenthuin (voor), Maryke van 
Rooyen en Barry Pieters (gekoopteer). 

Centenary of 
the Leendert te 
Groen Building 

Contributed by Pat Ellis SC, 
Pretoria Bar 

The building which currently houses 
the library of the Pretoria Bar is 100 
years old. It was built in 1903, after 

the property had passed through the hands 
of such well-known owners as JHM 
Struben, GH Nellmapius, Sammy Marks 
and SA Breweries. It was presumably 
built by one EP Grant, whose name used 
to appear faintly on the facade before 
restoration, who then sold it to the estate 
of one SF Richards, and became the ten-
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Judge Lee Bozalek 

Lee Bozalek was born in 
Johannesburg on 23 August 1951. 
He attended St Pauls Primary 
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ant of the new owner. He was succeeded 
as tenant by the Pretoria Printing Works, 
the publisher of the Pretoria News until 
1914, and thereafter by the Jewish Club, 
an architects ' firm AG McGregor Ritchie 
and a construction company. In 1920 its 
new tenant, one Leendert te Groen, turned 
it into a cigarette factory where he pro
duced Eureka cigarettes from locally pro
duced Transvaal tobacco. The front por
tion of the lower level was used as a shop, 
and the rest was used for storage. Te 
Groen established his living quarters on 
the upper level. 

In 1935 the property was transferred to the 
Union Government and in 1982 it was 
declared a national monument. The build
ing was meticulously restored to its for
mer glory and two years later, in 1984, 
some 347 paintings of the famous painter 
JH Pierneef were donated by the Depart
ment of National Education to the 
National Cultural History Museum. The 
building was then converted into the 
Pierneef Museum where paintings and 
various other artefacts belonging to 
Pierneef were exhibited. A delightful 
coffee shop was added on the top floor to 
attract more custom. As such it formed, 
for many years, a popular meeting place 
of members of the legal profession, where 
many cases were settled or otherwise 
amicably disposed of in a spirit of post
prandial contentment. 

Security, however, proved to be a prob
lem and the number of visitors to the 
museum declined. In 1997 the Pierneef 
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collection was moved to the new head
quarters of the National Cultural History 
Museum, the newly renovated Mint 
Building in Visagie Street. The building 
was then simply locked up and left to 
decay. Fortunately, in 2002, when the 
Pretoria Bar took up chambers in the 
adjacent Mutual and Federal Building, 
later to be renamed the High Court 
Chambers, it was discovered that the new 
building was not structurally suited for a 
library, and it was decided to take a lease 
on the Pierneef Building, as it had by 
then become known. The building now 
houses those tools of the trade used by 
members of the Bar, as well as a valuable 
collection of old Roman-Dutch vellums 
donated by erstwhile members and 
referred to by some as 'those musty 
tomes of ancient learning'. 

Ironically, a superb watercolour painting 
of this building by the Pretoria artist, Peter 
Wykerd, recently commissioned by the 
Bar Council, was lost or stolen during the 
move from Momentum to the High Court 
Chambers. It is hoped that the artist will 
pick up the courage to repeat his earlier 
masterpiece (or that the painting may 
miraculously reappear). 

The Bar Council is still undecided as to 
what use the rooms on the top floor should 
be put. Members are invited to come up 
with suggestions in this regard. Perhaps 
prut of the building may, with the blessing 
of the fire brigade of course, be turned into 
a smoking room in honour of the factory to 
which it owes its name? (lJ 

From 1 August 2003 

Judge Willie Legoabe Seriti 

Willie Legoabe Seriti was born in Pretoria 
on 21 July 1949. He attended Mathabathe 
Primary School, Atteridgeville, Pretoria, 
and matriculated at Setolwane High 
School, Pietersburg. Bluris (1967) Fort 
Hare; LLB (1988) Unisa; LLM (1990) 
Wits; LLM (1997) Unisa; LLD (1993) 
Pretoria. 
Served articles and practised as an attorney 
in Pretoria until his appointment as ajudge. 
Married to Nomvuyo Seriti (also an attor
ney). They have four children. (lJ 
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