
BAR NEWS 

Countdown to World Bar Conference 

Jeremy Gauntlett SC of the Cape Bar, convenor of the 
conference committee, reports on progress. The committee 
also includes Norman Arendse SC, Ashton Schippers SC, 
Alasdair Sholto-Oouglas, Tracey Oicker, Nazreen Bawa and 
Rod Howie. 

AJter an eventful gestation, the 
Second World Bar Conference is 
lmost upon us. Thanks to the 

spontaneous support of many col
leagues and the wiles, arts and blandish
ments (FP van den Heever Breach of 
Promise and Seduction in South African 
Law (1954) 2)) of others, over 170 
members of South African Bars and 
some 70 members of foreign Bars are 
committed to coming. 

Why did we bother? 
The conference has its origins in the first 
World Bar Conference held in Edinburgh 
two years ago. The Forum for Barristers 
and Advocates had evolved within the 
IBA as a grouping of Bars in the sense 
we understand the word: practising on 
the referral basis. These comprise the 
Bars of Australia, England and Wales, 
Hong Kong, Ireland, Namibia, New 
Zealand, Northern Ireland, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe. Over the years within the 
IBA the realisation had grown that while 
there are many issues which unite, or 
should unite, practising lawyers of all 
kinds, advocates and barristers have spe
cific interests and needs of our own. 

Increasingly, too, we have drawn closer 
together in facing intermittent regulato
ry assaults. Ironically these have 
increased while a better understanding 
and closer working relationship with 
solicitors and attorneys around the 
world have grown. 

The conference should offer interesting 
opportunities to listen to a range of our 
overseas colleagues, from the leaders of 
the largest Bars to members of the 
'young Bar' - those within seven years 
of call, or admission - speaking out 
forthrightly on our problems and our 
future. The social occasions also prom
ise to be enjoyable. (Those who were 
flfed up on an indigenous bev-erage in 

Edinburgh will recall (if hazily) being 
instructed at the conference dinner in 
Celtic footwork). 

The Conference begins with the 
Welcome Reception on Monday, 12 
April 2004 at 18h30 in the unique envi
ronment of the predators' exhibit at The 
Two Oceans Aquarium. Before this 
there is a prologue: a visit by ferry to 
Robben Island, led by Justice Dikgang 
Moseneke (who as a teenager served a 
substantial sentence on the Island) and 
former Cape Bar member and mainland 
prisoner, Justice Albie Sachs. This was 
originally scheduled as a closing event 
for the Conference, but the recent decla
ration of 14 April 2004 as election day 
(and a public holiday) resulted in the 
cancellation of all ferries for the day, 
and the need at the last moment to 
reschedule the event. 

Unfortunately the consequence is that 
only one ferry is available to us, and the 
fhb ('family hold back,' for the uniniti
ated) principle applies: first call on seats 
understandably must go to our foreign 
guests, followed by out-of-towners. 

The opening address of the conference 
on 13 April is to be delivered by Dato' 
(the Malaysian equivalent of a knight
hood) Param Cumaraswamy, the former 
Special UN Rapporteur on the 
Independence of Judges and Lawyers. 
He is known for his forthright combat
ting of governmental excesses directed 
at the independence of courts and 
lawyers throughout the world. Dato' 
Cumaraswamy will speak on the rule of 
law in Mrica. Thereafter follows what 
promises to be an interesting debate 
(particularly in the light of recent events 
around the world) concerning terrorism, 
human rights and the law. Speakers are 
Alan Tumbull QC, the Advocate Depute 
at the Lockerbie trial, Peter Cush, 

Chairman of the Bar Council of 
Northern Ireland and Justice Moseneke. 

Specialist discussion sessions to take 
place during the conference include 
'Competition authorities - why don't they 
leave us alone,' 'Getting legal education 
right' and 'Pro bono work at the Bar.' 

Another internationally controversial 
topic is judicial independence and the 
appointment of judges. The Attomey
General of Ireland, Justice Ian Callinan, 
a member of the High Court ofAustralia 
(Australia's highest court), and the lead
ers of the Bars of England and Wales, 
Scotland, Hong Kong and Zimbabwe 
will speak. 

What promises to be a glittering conference 
dinner, to be addressed by Chief Justice 
Chaskalson, and at which Dato' 
Cumaraswamy will be honoured for his 
work in the service of law, takes place at the 
CTICC on the evening of 13 April 2004. 

On the second day of the conference the 
again internationally controversial topic 
of how powerful supreme courts should 
be, will be debated. Justice Ngcobo of the 

Constitutional Court, Connor Maguire 
SC (chairman of the Irish Bar), Robert 
Dobson QC (chairman of the Bar 
Council of New Zealand) and Richard 
Drabble QC (who chairs the UK Bar 
committee currently considering the 
replacement of the House of Lords with 
the Supreme Court) will speak. 

Thereafter the young Bar debate takes 
place. South Africa will be represented 
by Andrea Gabriel of the Durban Bar. 

Last events include a dialogue between 
Deputy Chief Justice Pius Langa, Justice 
Albie Sachs and George Bizos SC on the 
South African Bar and the road to the 
Truth Commission, and the conference 
closes with the debate on the road ahead 
for the referral Bar. Cape Town is unlike
ly to see such an event again in our life
times. (Those of us involved in organising 
it say that with relief as well as regret.) 
The support of those members of the 
Cape Bar who have registered, and their 
hospitality to our guests from around the 
world, will be very important. CD 
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