
GCB NEWS 

Advocacy training: the 'method' 

Sharise Weiner SC, Johannesburg Bar, convenor of the GCB's 
Advocacy Training Committee, reports as follows: 

The now famous' method' (see box 
below) is finally being given the 
place it deserves. 

For many years us advocacy trainers 
felt despondent about how little pupils 
knew about the skills required actually 
to practise as an advocate. Their lack of 
knowledge appeared not to have been 
ameliorated by several months of pupil
lage - and a pass in the National Bar 
Examination (NBE) - thus licensing 
them to practise. 

We always felt that the NBE tested their 
theoretical knowledge and pupillage had 
tested their ability to learn for the exam. 
Pupils themselves were amazed at how 
the practical element imparted to them 
during advocacy training made so much 
sense, whereas the theoretical part still 
seemed alien. As advocates we are 
supposed to be litigation specialists, yet 
so little time in pupillage was spent on 
practical training in such skills. This 
did not only relate to court skills - the 
pupils also did not seem to know how 
to put the drafting skills they had learnt 
into practice. 

I think the turning point came when 
several of the members of the NBE 
Board (NBEB) underwent training as 
advocacy teachers and began impart
ing the lessons to pupils at workshops. 
I specifically recall Gerald Farber SC 
stating with absolute conviction that 
the entire period of pupillage needed to 
be revamped to incorporate the advo
cacy training techniques into all aspects 
of the pupillage syllabus. Gerald, who 
was previously the Johannesburg Bar's 
representative on the NBEB, had prior 
to this been quite :)ceptical about our 
views. 

The thinking behind this lies in the fact 
that current trends show that 'learning 
by doing' as opposed to having a lec
turer doing a 'chalk and talk' session, 
is the only way to go. As appears from 

the 'cone of learning' (developed and 

revised by Bruce Myland from material 

by Edgar Dale), we tend to remember: 


10% of what we read; 

20% of what we hear; 

30% of what we see; 

53% of what we hear and see; 

70% of what we say; 

and 90% of what we both say and do. 


And so the new pupillage programme 

is utilising this system, getting pupils to 

put into practice (by doing) each aspect 

of the syllabus. Each Friday afternoon 

is set aside for advocacy training. The 

particular part of the syllabus that has 

been taught that week is performed by 

the pupils who are then reviewed and 

required to perform again (hopefully 

having learnt the lesson through the 

review). 
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Programmes 

The Advocacy Training Committee 
(ATC) of the GCB continued with its 
programmes this year: 

It ran its annual national Drakensberg 
training weekend at Champagne 
Sports Resort. Approximately 80 del
egates including judges, senior coun
sel, new trainees, pupils and four QCs 
from the English Bar attended. Thirty
four new trainers from around the 
country were trained in the 'method'. 

Once again, in between the intense 
training programme, much levity was 
enjoyed. 

In May 2004 we had again been invit
ed by Gray's Inn, London, and sent a 
trainer, French Bezuidenhout from the 
Pretoria Bar, and two juniors, Jacqui 
Henriques from Kimberley/ KZN and 
Michael Hinana from Transkei, to 
participate in the New Practitioners' 
Course which was run at Highgate 
House in England. Gray's Inn kind
ly accommodated our trainers and 
juniors gratis and waived the fees 
payable by our juniors (approximate
ly 75 GBP). 

In August we are sending three train
ers and three juniors to participate in 
the expert training workshop run by 
Tim Dutton QC, chair of the ATC of 
the IATC at Keble College, Oxford. 
The course fees of the juniors (about 
1200 GBP) are sponsored through 
finance organised by Tim each year. 

We will of course be running our annual 
teacher training workshop in January 
2005. Any member interested in becom
ing a trainer, should contact Marion 
Tanzer at 011-292 6900. 

The ATC wishes all the pupils of 2004 
strength for the remainder of the year. 
Remember we are counting on you to 
prove us right! CD 

IBA Bar issues 
Malcolm WaJIis SC of the Durban 
Bar has been elected as vice-chair 
of the Bar Issues Commission of 
the IBA - this means that he is 
also a member of the Council of 
the Professional and Public Interest 
Division of the IBA. 

Website 
Current issues of Advocate are avail
able at two websites: 
• 	 the Jutastat website at 


http://www.jutastat.com 

• the GCB website at 

http://www.sabar.co.za 
It is the GCB's aim to archive all 
issues of the journal at its website 
from April 2004. 
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