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Table A 


Appearances at the Constitutional Court* 


Summary of results: + 

YEAR 	 White White Black Black Total 

male female male female 


2004 40 3 12 8 63 

(Terms 1 & 
 (63.5%) (4.8%) (19%) (12.7%) 

2 only) 


2003 41 1 14 8 64 


64.1% 1.6% 21.9% 12.5% 


2002 79 3 21 11 114 


69.3% 2.6% 18.4% 9.6% 


2001 79 2 16 9 106 


74.5% 1.9% 15.1% 8.5% 


2000 73 2 15 3 93 


78.5% 2.2% 16.1% 3.2% 


1999 66 1 14 5 86 


76.7% 1.2% 16.3% 5.8% 


1998 34 2 8 0 44 


77.3% 4.5% 18.2% 0% 


1997 46 3 7 2 58 


79.3% 5.2% 12.1% 3.4% 


1996 139 6 20 5 170 


81.8% 3.5% 11.8% 2.9% 


1995 126 4 17 1 148 


85.1% 2.7% 11.5% 0.7% 


Total over 723 27 144 52 946 

10 years 
 76.4% 	 2.9% 15.2% 5.5% 

Having recently celebrated its advocates arguing before the court, 
ten-year anniversary and moved although this figure has dropped by 
into a unique and striking new almost 20% over the last decade. They 

building, the Constitutional Court has are followed by black male counsel. 
been widely acclaimed, not only for Altogether, male counsel have con
its jurisprudence, but for its diverse sistently constituted over 80% of the 
Bench that is broadly representative advocates appearing before the court 
of South Africa's cultural diversity, over the last ten years, and in some 
with female representation. However, years over 90%, although modest 
the same diversity has not always been progress is visible in this regard. 
visible among the court's most regular The progress worth noting includes 
visitors, the counsel briefed to appear an increase in appearances by black 
before the Constitutional Court. female counsel from 0.7% in 1995 to 
As the statistics demonstrate, white 12.7% in the fust half of 2004, and 
males remain by far the most heavily by black males from 11.5% to 19% 
represented demographic group among over the same period. The propor
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A BAR TO WOMEN? 

tion of appearances by white males 
has decreased from 85.1 % in 1995 to 
63.5% so far in 2004. Remarkably, 
appearances by white female counsel 
have fluctuated around the same figure, 
generally below 5%, throughout this 
period. 

It may well be that these patterns, while 
vastly disproportionate when viewed 
against the backdrop of national demo
graphics, merely reflect the current 
composition of the bar and the degree 
to which it has changed since 1994. 
To this extent, briefing patterns in the 
Constitutional Court may be symptom
atic of broader and more fundamental 
disparities in the profession as a whole. 
However, it is the counsel appearing in 
the country's highest appellate court 
in constitutional matters who receive 
most media attention and where such 
continuing disparities most easily catch 
the eye. 

What the figures do demonstrate, how
ever, is steady progress. What remains 
to be seen is whether this momen
tum will be maintained in the second 
decade of democracy. 
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* These statistics were compiled by Jason 

Brickhill, ResearcherlLaw Clerk to Justice 

Kate O'Regan of the Constitutional Court. 

The base data for the years 1995-1999, 

from which the statistics for this period 

were generated, was gathered by Advocate 

Nazreen Bawa. 


+ 	Method of Compilation: 
These statistics are based on number of 
appearances on a case by case basis. A 
brief to appear in a case is counted once. 
The date of hearing of each case was used 
to determine into which year it fell , rather 
than the judgment date. 
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