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BAR NEWS 

KwaZulu-Natal 

Contributed by Wenda/ynn 
Bow/er, Durban Bar 

On women at the Bar 
Upon reading some of the articles in 
2004 August Advocate, I can surely iden
tify with the writers of the some of the 
articles. I therefore take this opportunity 
to salute the women at the Bar. 

I had the opportunity of attending a Total 
Women's Conference recently. it was very 
impressive. Women do (and can) make a 
difference. 

New York exchange 
programme 
The KwaZulu-Natal Bar congratulates 
Thandi Norman who was the success
ful recipient of a four-month exchange 
programme offered by the New York 
Maritime Lawyers' Association. I wish 
Thandi well and hope that she makes the 
most of a 'White Christmas'. 

Bar activities 
The KwaZulu-Natal AGM was held 
on 29 August 2004 at the KwaShukela 
Conference Centre. The members of the 
Bar Council are: Vahed SC (chair), Gajoo 
SC, Hollis SC, Hunt SC, Skinner, de Wet, 
Potgieter, Gani, Henriques, Combrinck 
and Jacobus. 

Advocates for Transformation had their 
meeting on 21 August 2004. The chair is 
Joe Nxusani, and the vice-chair is Jacobus. 
The treasurer is Daisy Sridat, and the sec
retary is Fatima Dawood. The other exec
utive members are Gajoo SC, Maharaj, 
Aboobaker SC, Henriques, Menon, 
Ameer, Giba, Khoza and Kuzwayo. 

The chair of Advocates for Transformation 
indicated that they seek to concentrate on 
rejuvenating the transformation process 
within the judicial system. 

Our cover: 
Design by
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by Marlene 

When judges fail justice Dum as, 
part of the 

Constitutional Court's art collec
tion, is reproduced with permission. 
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New silk 

Mike Govindasamy se 

Mike Govindasamy was born on 15 July 
1953. He matriculated at Westcliff High 
School, Chatsworth, and pursued his stud
ies through Unisa whilst serving articles of 
clerkship in a law firm. He became partner 
and subsequently consultant in attorneys' 
firm Seed at, Pillay & Govindasamy. He 
joined the Bar in 1991 and took silk 
in April 2004. He has held two acting 
positions on the Bench. He is married to 
Sylvia and they have four children. 

Pretoria 

Bygedra deur Henk Havenga 

Another hectic and successful year at the 
Pretoria Bar has gone by. 

Earlier this year the Pretoria Bar hon
oured one of its most illustrious members, 
Justice Dikgang Moseneke. At a special 
function, perhaps the best attended for 
many years, the main arbitration facil

ity at the Pretoria Bar was named after 
Justice Moseneke. Justice Moseneke was 
accompanied by his wife and children. In 
the main speech, the chair of the Pretoria 
Bar, Mabel Jansen SC, discussed the 
important role he played at the Pretoria 
Bar and related many, quite often amus
ing, stories from the 'good old days' . The 
Dikgang Moseneke Arbitration Facility 
is also the venue where the Bar Council 
holds its meetings. On the wall there is 
a photograph of Justice Moseneke dating 
back to the time when he was a member 
of the Pretoria Bar Council, a position he 
attained not through some quota system, 
but by popular vote. Justice Moseneke 
left the Pretoria Bar with the encourage
ment that it should take a leading role in 
the transformation of the legal profession, 
an issue which was taken seriously by 
the Bar. 

Transformation at the 
Pretoria Bar 
The Pretoria Bar has recently issued a 
press statement (see below), in which its 
commitment to and support for transfor
mation of the Bar, the legal system and the 
judiciary is confirmed. The Transformation 
Committee at the Pretoria Bar is not only 
one of the largest (with no less than 17 
members), but also one of the most active 
committees. The importance of this com
mittee is borne out by the fact that both 
the present chair and vice-chair of the 
Pretoria Bar are members of the commit
tee, assisted by other senior counsel such 
as DS Fourie SC, JG Bergenthuin SC, 
AMM Motimele Se, DA Neser SC and 
MA Badenhorst Se. Of the ten junior 
members of the committee, seven are 

The Dikgang Moseneke Arbitration Facility 

Justice Dikgang Moseneke, Mrs Moseneke and Mabel Jansen se, chair of the 
Pretoria Bar. 
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