
FLY ON THE WALL 

Fly on the wall 

Fly has often wondered why so many 
even apparently otherwise knowledge
able individuals have great difficulty 
grasping the high morality entailed by 
furthering the cause of thoroughly wick
ed people. Why is it that so few of his 
fellow citizens understand the elevated 
sense of honour that compels him to fling 
considerable ingenuity and many hours 
of toil into the noble task of assisting 
in the ruin of the righteous? Have those 
who display such a surprising lack of 
ethical sophistication as to enquire from 
him, with sincere concern, why he finds 
himself able to champion buckets of 
slime, never heard of the cab-rank rule? 
Do they honestly believe the good that 
one does is measured by the degree to 
which it assists the meritorious and hin
ders the scoundrel? What notions. Have 
they not digested the first principles of 
adversarial justice? 

Listening to them, one would think it 
is expected of a decent human being to 
have qualms about chuckling at scoring 
clever points on behalf of one whose 
principles induce a compulsion to vomit. 
One would think it ought to be dis
concerting to work hard at inflicting 
pain or ruin upon those who have been 
outsmarted in moments of weakness by 
unscrupulous hounds, bereft of compas
sion, character and any hint of humanity. 
And to be rewarded half handsomely 
for doing so. One would, in short, think 
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in Grahamstown, allegedly retired 
Constitutional Court judge, advoca
cy trainer extraordinaire and election 
supremo lohan Kriegler bemoaned the 
arrival of the four-year law degree, and 
expressed the view that an initial pursuit 
of studies in the humanities was a cru
cial route to the well-rounded prepara
tion of potential lawyers for practice. 

Having followed that route, and encour
aged by the learned judge's sentiments 
in this regard, I am nevertheless grateful 
to Geoff Everingham for the produc
tion of this work, which has opened for 

many silly things. Things that would 
make it difficult indeed to don the robes 
and go great guns. It might be odd, 
for example, if one were to take such 
absurdities on board, to enjoy a meal 
with the despicable in public, hear them 
spout incredible venom, introduce them 
to one's friends as one does a favourite 
brother, nod sagely at their unfathomable 
conceit, and generally associate oneself 
quite intimately in a great variety of 
respects with their every endeavour for 
considerable periods of time. It would 
be odd indeed, and well nigh impossible, 
under such a cloud of misapprehension, 
to avoid inflicting upon them, often and 
with vigour, the brutal corrections that 
kith, kin and schoolmasters have neglect
ed, at great cost to society, to administer 
in tenderer years to these wards, so lov
ingly bestowed by Fortune with unfailing 
regularity. Which conduct would, natu
rally, be frowned upon at the level of the 
professional society, properly versed in 
the higher moral order that Fly has been 
called to serve, and that those who do not 
dress up in black capes for a living have 
little inclination to humour. 

Fly has learned that it is inadvisable, 
in the midst of the fray, to have two 
cups of coffee at tea on a cold morn
ing. Particularly if this were to be as a 
prelude to snuggling up to a drone of 
successive promises, from what seems 
a faraway land, of 'getting to that theme 

me a crucial sphere of legal practice 
which my much-beloved professor of 
English would have described as 'so 
much piffle'. 

No doubt because of my studies in and 
resultant enhanced understanding of the 
English language, Everingham's work 
has opened what was largely a closed 
book for me. No doubt too, his useful 
glossary at the commencement of the 
book has contributed to my understand
ing, and his lucid and measured chap
ters on topics such as 'the accounting 
entry', 'debits and credits', 'asset valua

as point seven of my eighteen-point 
structure, all in due course M'Lord, and 
with your Lordship's indulgence'. It's 
inadvisable, but somehow inevitable, as 
are the pangs that tend to commence 
their urgent pressing around twenty-past
twelve, roughly at point eleven of the 
eighteen-point structure 'an aspect to 
which I have alluded before, M'Lord, 
and which I will, in due course, and with 
your Lordship's indulgence, elaborate 
upon fully'. So it is with taking one's 
eye off the ball (the ball being serving the 
blind lady with the scales rather than the 
chappie you feel sorry for). Best avoided, 
these lapses, as they do nothing but cause 
unnecessary discomfort. 

why he finds himself able to 
champion buckets of slime... ' m 

tion and depreciation' and 'presentation 
of financial statements' has laid a sound 
foundation for my unbridled apprecia
tion of his later treatment of more com
plex concepts relating to subsidiaries, 
joint ventures and associates, foreign 
operations, segmental disclosures and 
voluntary disclosures. 

I shall never regret my studies in the 
field of history. Interestingly, though, 
Everingham's work has helped me bet
ter to understand some of those aspects 
of history which seemed conveniently 
glossed over. And infinitely better to 
understand some of the instructions that 
nowadays more immediately require my 
attention. Useful, I would suggest, to 
students of the humanities, and the law. 

fzak Smuts se, Grahamstown m 
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