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Brian Spi/g SC, chair of the GCB's Human Rights Committee, 
writes as follows: 

Our committee has endorsed a wide 
range of activities for the year. Each 
project will be headed by one of 

the committee members. The projects are 
intended to attract members' interest. They 
also require active regional participation 
which hopefully will encourage the par
ticipation of more members from outside the 
Johannesburg/Pretoria area. 

The committee has in the past adopted a 
pro-active style of dealing with issues, and 
will continue to do so in future. Although 
we have limited resources, we believe that 
much is achieved by liaising with those who 
can effect positive human rights changes 
through utilising our legal expertise as a 
resource. Nonetheless, there will be rights' 
issues that can only be resolved by a court. 
We have selected issues that are likely to 
affect gravely the largest number of peo
ple who have the least financial and other 
resources to litigate. Our ability to engage in 
court action will be determined by the avail
ability of pro bono resources. 

We have identified four national projects, 
and three ongoing international projects. 
There is also one further initiative that we 
hope will bear fruit by June and which we 
will report on then. 

National projects 

1 Correctional services 

The first national project is concerned with 
correctional services, both in relation to 

awaiting-trial prisoners and post-conviction 
rehabilitation policies. This committee is 
headed by Laurance Hodes assisted by Terri
Lee Dix. 

This initiative arose after our committee 
was asked by Helen Suzman to look at a 
case where there was a possible failure of 
fair trial process. Although none was found, 
we were able to suggest that the convicted 
person, post judgment, could utilise the 
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Act in 
order effectively to alter his prison sentence 
to one of correctional supervision. This 
brought us into contact with the chair of 
the Parliamentary Portfolio Committee on 
Correctional Services. It appears that the 
procedure of correctional supervision post 
sentencing under s 276A and its application 
is not that well understood within correc
tional services. Our discussions also turned 
to the plight of awaiting-trial prisoners and 
the input our experience could bring in find
ing solutions not only to expediting the pro

cess but also with regard to the conditions 
under which awaiting trial prisoners were 
kept in custody. 

2 Informal settlements 

The second national initiative will be 
involved with the conditions in informal 
settlements, and identifying those who are 
to be held both responsible and account
able within each settlement. This commit
tee is headed by Gcina Malindi assisted by 
Thabiso Machaba. 

I have over recent years raised the need for a 
project that could look to reducing the risk of 
fires that sweep through informal settlements 
and destroy the lives and property of those 
who, in the majority of cases, eke out the bar
est of existences. Unfortunately, little interest 
is shown by outsiders in this type of project. 
The need for it is now more glaring than ever. 
We will be engaging in this project on our 
own initiative with those organisations that 
have a national presence in communities with 
the objective of making informal settlements 
safer and to promote an environment condu
cive for allowing both children and adults to 
achieve their full potential. 

3 Code of conduct regarding fatalities 

We also intend liaising with community 
leaders, taxi-driver associations and local 
traffic-law enforcers in order to initiate a 
mutually acceptable code of conduct that 
will reduce the high incidence of fatali
ties with its consequent devastating impact 
on families and the community at large. I 
will head this with the assistance of Gcina 
Malindi and Mohale Lebea. 

4 HIVIAids 

The fourth national project will be to assist 
HIVIAids organisations. This project is 
likely to need the most resources. It will be 
headed by Brahm du Plessis assisted by John 
Campbell, Khotso Ramolefe and Nadine 
Fourie. 

Unfortunately, paralegals and law clinics 
involved with HIV/Aids issues whom we 
approached did not take up our invitation 
to assist them. The issue, however, is too 
critical to ignore. It is our intention to make 
our legal skills available to NGOs and com
munity-based organisations in a manner that 
will be of greatest assistance. 

International projects 
A year or so ago, we received a mandate to 
involve ourselves with human rights issues 

affecting the Continent at large. Perhaps 
our most visible involvement concerned the 
fate of Aminah Lawal who had been con
demned to death by stoning. I will continue 
to lead that project and will be assisted by 
Shereen Said and Shirley Rose . It is our 
intention to link up with Nigerian civil 
rights organisations, and to force the human 
rights issue of death by stoning (effectively 
for bearing a child out of wedlock) to be 
dealt with, not on a case by case basis, but 
as a substantive constitutional challenge 
that will for once and for all determine the 
issue. 

The second international issue concerns 
Zimbabwe. This is a watershed year for 
Zimbabwe. Not only do the rule of law 
issues remain, but the question of a dem
ocratically free and fair election is of 
vital concern. Terri-Lee Dix will head this 
project and will be assisted by Thabiso 
Machaba and Mohale Lebea. 

Finally, the issue of South African citizens 
incarcerated abroad and their rights will 
be looked at by a standing sub-committee 
that John Campbell will head, assisted by 
Shereen Said and Thabiso Machaba. The 
need to maintain a permanent sub-commit
tee is evident from the events of last year. 
Whilst we are familiar with the incarcera
tion of those South African citizens charged 
in Equatorial Guinea, we tend to forget that 
our citizens were also held in Pakistan for 
a lengthy time without being charged. We 
are given to understand that those found 
guilty in Equatorial Guinea are (construc
tively) being denied a right of appeal by the 
authorities and are being deprived of nor
mal meals. We are liaising with Amnesty 
International' s representative and will be 
in contact with the Equatorial Guinean 
defence counsel representing the men. 

Once again, the number of projects with 
which each committee member is required 
to be involved demonstrates that we are 
thin on the ground. We would welcome 
members volunteering their time and to 
indicate the project/s in which they could 
assist. We would also welcome suggestions 
of other projects in which we should be 
engaged. The contact details of the com
mittee members are as follows (all on code 
OIl): 

Brian Spilg SC - 535 1800; Brahm 
du Plessis - 333 8326; John Campbell 
- 291 8600; Gcina Malindi - 2823700; 
Laurance Hodes - 535 1800; Terry Lee 
Dix - 324 0500; Shirley Rose - 535 1800; 
Thabiso Machaba - 333 7800; Khotso 
Ramolefe - 535 1800; Mohale Lebea 
722 9000; Nadine Fourie - 290 4000; 
Shereen Said - 895 9000. 

Any member who is interested in any of the 
projects should make contact with the com
mittee member who will head the project or 
contact me directly. CD 
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