
GCB NEWS 


Advocacy training 

Extracts from the 2005 report by Sharise Weiner SC, chair of 
the Advocacy Training Committee: 

A large part of 2004 was taken up 
with the organisation of training 
based upon the new pupillage 

programme. 

Most Bars were able to provide the 
required advocacy-training sessions to 
their pupils. There are now trainers at 
all Bars, who are able to conduct these 
sessions, although problems still arise at 
the very small Bars. The GCB has offered 
to organise weekend workshops for such 
Bars if this is required. 

The more intensive workshops were held 
for pupils in November and December 
2004. I have asked all Bars to report to me 
on their advocacy training programmes 
in 2004. 

In December 2004, a meeting was held 
with representatives from all the Bars. 
Chris Marnewick SC was in South Africa 
to discuss with everyone the problems 
of and possible solutions to the one
year pupillage programme. In conjunction 
with Spicko Dickson SC and Chris (and 
with the very able assistance of Marion 
Tanzer), we managed to co-ordinate and 
distribute pupillage and instructor manu
als to the pupils and instructors at all Bars 
nationally. 

This year, advocacy competence has 
become a component of pupils' results, 
and we have developed assessment guides 
for this purpose. They have been used, but 
appear to be too complex at this stage. 
They are, however, being used as a general 
guide, and all trainers seem able to give a 
grading of 'competent/not yet competent'. 

During 2004/5, we continued our relation
ship with the IATC and Gray's Inn: 

• In 	 May 2004, French Bezuidenhout 
(from Pretoria) went as a trainer, and 
Michael Hinana (from the Transkei) 
and Jacqui Henriques (from Kimberley) 
participated in the New Practitioners 
Workshop at Gray's Inn as juniors. 

• In August 2004, Ashton Schippers SC, 
Guy Hoffman SC and Sharise Weiner 
SC went to the Oxford Expert Witness 
Workshop as trainers, and Maki Nobanda 
(from Johannesburg), Germa Wright 
(from Bloemfontein), and Nazreen Bawa 
(from Cape Town) participated as juniors. 

• In October 2004, Omar Moosa (from 
Durban) attended the Gray's Inn work
shops as a trainer, and Marlini Moodley 
(from Port Elizabeth) participated as a 
junior. 

• In 	 January 2005, we ran our annual 
national teacher training weekend at 
Champagne Sports Resort in the 
Drakensberg. This year, we invited train
ees from Zimbabwe and Namibia (five 
each), and they were trained together 
with our trainees. We also invited train
ers from Australia and England. The 
workshop was funded partly by the sur
plus funds from the WBC. Once again, 
we received a generous donation of 
R20 000 from Investec Bank. Approx
imately 100 delegates, including judges, 
senior counsel, new trainees, pupils and 
QCs from the Australian and English 
Bars attended. Forty new trainers from 
around the country (and also Zimbabwe 
and Namibia) were trained in the 'meth
od'. Once again, in between the inten
sive training programme, much levity 
was enjoyed (see 2005 April Advocate 
18).We were again invited by Gray's Inn 
to send one trainer and a junior to partic
ipate in the new practitioner's workshop. 
Torquil Paterson from the Grahamstown 
Bar was the trainer, Spicko Dickson SC 
(from Durban) attended as a trainer at 
his own expense, and Cerita Joubert 
(from Pretoria) attended as a junior. 
Gray's Inn kindly accommodates our 
trainers and juniors gratis, and waives 
the fees (approximately £75) payable by 
our juniors. 

• In August 2005, we are sending Judge 
Eberhard Bertelsmann to participate in 
the expert training workshop run by 
Tim Dutton QC, chair of the Advocacy 
Training Committee of the IATC at 
Keble College, Oxford. We will also 
send two juniors. The course fees (about 
£1 200) of the juniors are sponsored 
through finance organised by Tim 
Dutton each year. 

• An 	 expert workshop was run at the 
Johannesburg Bar in conjunction with 
Deloittes, and all Bars have received 
copies of the materials in order to run 
similar workshops if desired. 

Sharise Weiner se 

We have been approached by Judge Jan 
Steyn to conduct workshops in Swaziland, 
and by the DPP of Kwazulu-Natal. I am 
liaising with them. 

The Advocacy Training Committee and 
the Pupillage Committee under the chair
manship of Spicko Dickson SC, have 
worked in conjunction with each other 
over the past year, and the result of the 
interaction has been very positive, as were 
the 2004 exam results. 

On an analysis of the results of the Bar 
exam in 2004, the following became evi
dent in regard to those who failed: 

• None (with the exception 	of two) had 
English as their home language; 

• the majority obtained their LLBs from the 
previous 'homeland' universities; and 

• the majority completed the four-year LLB. 

We have been invited to meetings with the 
LSSA and the deans of the law faculties to 
discuss these issues and ways in which to 
resolve them. In addition, individual Bars 
have sought ways to combat the problem 
of some pupils being exceptionally weak 
in reading, writing and presenting in the 
English language. 

The Pretoria Bar conducted an English 
course over two Saturdays The Johan
nesburg Bar is presently considering a 
proposal by Toni Gottlieb to introduce an 
intensive English language skills course in 
2006 for all pupils 

Unfortunately, Marion Tanzer has ten
dered her resignation as advocacy-train
ing/pupillage administrator. We will hope
fully be employing a part-time law student 
to take over her duties. We thank Marion 
for her dedication, time and effort, and her 
constant availability.We will miss her. We 
thank the GCB staff, Elize, Marietjie and 
Susan, for their assistance. CD 
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