
BAR NEWS 

Groups of the 
Johannesburg Bar: Part 1 

Group 621 

Contributed by Matthew Welz 
The Johannesburg Bar differs from 
most, if not all, other Bars in South 
Africa, in that its members practise 
in 'groups' similar to the 'sets' of the 
London Bar. We will feature one or two 
of these groups in successive issues, and 
begin with the oldest, Group 621. 

Currently housed in Sandown Village, 
Sandton, the group consists of some 
50 members (one based primarily in 
London and three in Cape Town). It has 
the highest proportion of silks of any 
group (15:31 excluding the four 'coun
try members ' ; all silks), a statistic that 
has led to a policy of preferring 'baby 
juniors' as new entrants. 

The group started with the rest of the 
Bar in Sauers Building in Market Street 
in the early part of the last century. It 
moved to the Old Corporation Building 
in Rissik Street, then to His Majesty's 
Building in Eloff Street, and, in 1960, to 
Innes Chambers in Pritchard Street. 

Originally, it shared the 6th floor of 
Innes Chambers with the Island Group, 
but, in due course, it grew to occupy the 
entire floor with over twenty members. 
It has a history that is hard to rival, not 
only because of the length thereof, but 
also because many of the old 'greats' 
of the Bar and more recent distin
guished members of the judiciary have 
been its members. They include WH 
'Rammy' Ramsbottom QC, A Faure 
Williamson QC, Oscar Rathouse QC, 
Simon Kuper KC, Norman Rosenberg 
QC, Harold Hanson QC, Cecil Margo 
QC, Higgy Isaacs QC, Braam Fischer 
QC, Rex Welsh QC, Sydney Kentridge 
SC (now QC), Sonny Ettlinger SC, 
Arthur Chaskalson SC, HH Nestadt SC, 
Jonathan Heher SC, Johan Conradie 
SC and Edwin Cameron SC. 

Harold Kronson 

Our previous chambers administrator, 
Harold Kronson (who sadly passed 
away this year), served the group for 

over 70 years; from the age of 16 in 
1922, until the early 1990s. Before 
going on retirement in his 90s, he wrote 
the following personal views on a few 
of the past members: 

'CS Margo: Who became an Ace Pilot 
DSO and DCM. 

Higgy Isaacs: Whose office resembled 
the Old Curiosity Shop because he 
never threw anything away. 

Phillip Millin: Husband of Sarah 
Gertrude Millin, who wrote the famous 
novel, God's Stepchildren. 

Bram Fischer: Who gave his freedom 
and his life for his beliefs. 

Rex Welsh: Arguably, leading lawyer of 
his time. 

Charles Frampton Stallard: Who, beside 
being a great advocate, achieved the rare 
distinction of living to 100 years. 

Norman E Rosenberg: Who did not suf
fer fools gladly. 

Harold Hanson: He was quick tempered 
but with a heart of gold. 

WH Ramsbottom 'Rammy ': A wonder
ful man, always ready to help. When 
they made him, they threw away the 
mould! 

Sonny Ettlinger: Never lost for an 
answer, and usually correct. 

Len Goldsmidt: Handsome as a film 
star, and a wonderful friend.' 

Natal 

Contributed by Wendalynn 
Bowler 

The Bench 

On behalf of the members of the 
KwaZulu-Natal Bar, our appreciation is 
extended to all the silks who have taken 
time out of their busy practices to spend 
time on the Bench. 

Congratulations to Sharmaine Balton 
on being appointed as a judge to the 
KwaZulu-Natal Bench. We wish her 
well. See also page 37. 

Dinner 

A celebration dinner for the inauguration 
of Chief Justice Pius Langa, organised by 
the former Advocates Group 7 was held 
in Durban on 27 May 2005. The dinner 
was very well attended. Thank-you to the 
members who organised it. 

Members 

July 2005 marks a big change in Durban 
when many of the members will be mov
ing out of Salmon Grove Chambers. 

We wish the pupils much luck in the 
trial examinations. We hope that all 
the hard work and dedication will be 
rewarded. 

Noord-Kaap 

Bygedra deur Japie Schreuder 

Regbank 

Patricia Goliath, 'n Kaapstadse proku
reur, neem tans waar as regter in 
Kimberley. Sy het ook aan die begin van 
2004 by ons waargeneem. Ons is bly dat 
daar 'n vroulike regter op ons regbank 
is. Vir sover dit kan bydra tot 'n gesonde 
balans, word dit verwelkom. 

Sosiaal 

Die jaarlikse Baliejag het soos gewoon
lik gedurende die begin van Mei in die 
Kalahari plaasgevind. Dit was weer 
eens 'n baie aangename uitstappie. 
Springbokke, rooibokke en 'n gemsbok 
is platgetrek. Elke deelnemer was suk
sesvol en het sommer vinnig sy bok of 
drie geskiet. Nog aangenamer was die 
afval- en lewerpotte. Daarvoor het almal 
gewillig gewag tot laataand - welwe
tende dat die wag die moeite werd sou 
wees. En dit was ook so. 

Members 

The membership of the Bar is hopefully 
on the increase, having regard to the 
fact that two junior members, Ilse van 
der Westhuizen and Jacqui Henriques, 
joined the ranks of our Bar during the 
past two years. Regular new admissions 
can only be to our benefit. 
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