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Acting judges 

Glenn Goosen SC acted in the Transkei 
Division from 3-13 May 2005. 

Bar Council 

At the annual general meeting on 27 
January 2005, the following were elect
ed as members of the Bar Council: 

chair: PJ de Bruyn SC; members: G 
Goosen SC, N Gqamana, E Menti, RK 
Pillay, and 0 Ronaasen; and secretary: 
J Urban. 

Pupils 

The Port Elizabeth Bar presently has 
seven pupils. One new pupil will com
mence on 1 June 2005. 

Chambers 

The Port Elizabeth Bar has been housed 
in the Oasim Building since 1990. 
Oasim South in Pearson Street, Central, 
was erected in the early 1960s. The 
name OASIM is an acronym for 'Odds 
and Sods in Medicine'. It thus comes 
as no surprise that the building in fact 
catered for most medical disciplines. 
The distinct medical flavour of the 
building would account for what has 
been described by some as the sterile 
atmosphere of the corridors. 

The demand for accommodation in 
Oasim necessitated the construction 
five years later of Oasim North in 
Havelock Street and included a link 
between the two buildings on the 
3rd floor. Oasim North became syn
onymous with the Oasim day hospital 
on the ground floor, where minor 
surgical procedures were carried out. 
Indeed, many 'baby boomers' had 
their tonsils removed at the Oasim 
day hospital. 

In the 1990s, the changing demograph
ics of the city, which saw the migration 
of many businesses from the central 
business district to the outlying areas, 
contributed to a move of the medi
cal practitioners to individual practices, 
mainl y on Cape Road and at the new 
Greenacres Hospital. 

In Oasim South, Dr Klevanski, a well-
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known dermatologist, still practises after 
many years in his original set of rooms 
on the 4th floor, which he, in turn, shares 
with six members of the Port Elizabeth 
Bar. (He informs me that his affection for 
the building is more than skin deep.) 

Currently, Oasim's major tenant is the 
Port Elizabeth Bar Association. It is also 
the premises for the corporate headquar
ters of Spec-Savers South Africa and 
Afrox Healthcare. The commonroom is 
to be found on the 8th floor of Oasim 
South. It has been the venue of many 
an end-of-term party. It has a balcony 
which affords those who venture onto it 
panoramic views of the city and its sur
rounds. The two photographs attempt to 
capture aspects of this view. 

New silks 

Glenn Goosen se 
Glenn Goosen was born in 1962. He 
matriculated from Marist Brothers' 
College in Port Elizabeth in 1979. Glenn 
attended the University of Cape Town 
where he obtained the BA and LLB 
degrees. In 1985, he served as president 

of the Students' Representative Council 
and was actively involved in student anti
apartheid activities. He commenced arti
cles of clerkship in Port Elizabeth in 1989, 
and in 1990, joined the Bar. Glenn was 
involved in the One City local government 
negotiations in Port Elizabeth in the early 
1990s, and served as an executive member 
of the ANC in the region. In 1996 and 
1997, he was contracted to the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission as director of 
the Investigation Unit. He returned to full
time practice at the Port Elizabeth Bar in 
1998, and has served as a member of the 
Eastern Cape Bar Council since 1999. He 
took silk on 18 December 2004. 

Glenn is married to Therese and they 
have three children. His leisure 'inter
ests are camping, hiking, snorkelling, 
fishing (largely unsuccessful!) and 
reading. 

Transkei 


The Transkei Bar has elected Mbuyiselo 
Mdlanga SC as its new chair. 
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