
Group Seven and the new 
Chief Justice 

The former 'Advocates Group Seven' of the KwaZulu-Natal Bar honoured the 
appointment ofJustice Pius Langa as the new Chief Justice at a function in Durban 
on 27 May 2005. The function was attended by more than 600 lawyers, officials, and 
guests, including the Minister of Justice, justices of the Constitutional Court, other 
judges, representatives of the GCB and dignitaries. 

Tayob Aboobaker SC, aformer leader ofGroup Seven, paid tribute to Justice Langa, 
and, in his own words 'unravelled the mystique surrounding Group Seven.' The fol
lowing are extracts from his speech: 

'Advocates Group Seven (the 
Group) is a non-existent entity. 
The Group dissolved in the year 

2000 and no longer exists. It was this 
Group which Pius Langa joined in 1987, 
and of which he remained a member 
until his elevation to the Constitutional 
Court. It was a very different grouping 
from those that traditionally existed at the 
Bar. At its inception in 1978, the Group 
comprised a number of junior members 
who could not find admission into any 
other established grouping. Described as 
the 'location', membership of the Group 
consisted of 25 advocates, of whom 22 
were black at the time when Pius Langa 
was elevated to the Constitutional Court 
Bench. 

The ethos which developed in the Group 
was a unique one. There was a spirit 
of camaraderie in the Group. Members 
shared their resources and even shared 
premises. Every encouragement and 
support was given to young members 
who joined the Group. To those not 
familiar with the advocates' profession it 
must be pointed out that the profession 
is a highly individualistic one, and for 
young juniors it can be quite daunting. 

In the course of time, the Group became 
a hotbed of organisational and political 
activity. The role played by advocates 
and attorneys in achieving our democ
racy has not been properly recorded. The 
struggle which was being waged through 
the courts was no less important than the 
struggle being waged on the ground. The 
huge number of political trials and public 
interest matters, and impoverished clients 
on whose behalf members of Group 
acted, are matters of record. These ser
vices were rendered with conviction and 
commitment. The availability of funds 
was a bonus and not a condition prec
edent to the rendering of the service. 
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Justice Pius Langa was an integral part 
of this Group. He played a pivotal role 
in developing the ethos to which I have 
referred. 

The achievements of members of the 
Group are too numerous to mention. I 
endeavour to summarise some of them: 

• 	 Two of its members are justices of 
the Constitutional Court (Langa and 
Ngcobo JJ). 

• 	 Judge President Tshabalala, who 
was both Pius's and my master, was 
also a member of the Group. So too 
were judges Achmat Jappie, Shyam 
Gyanda, Charmaine Balton and Justice 
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Poswa. Selby Baqwa SC, the former 
Public Protector, Kissoon Singh SC, 
Jerome Brauns SC, Kessie Naidu SC, 
Marumo Moerane SC, Vas Soni SC, 
WM Mkhize SC, M Pillemer SC and 
G Lopes SC are all senior counsel, 
have acted as judges, and were all 
members of the Group. Three of its 
former members (Rajesh Choudree, 
Aslam Motala and Lohesh Pillay) 
have been approved as senior coun
sel and are awaiting formal ratifica
tion of their status by the Minister of 
Justice. Moti Maharaj, Reggie Reddy, 
Micky Naidoo, Themba Sishi and Vusi 
Khuzwayo, senior members of the 
Bar, were also members of the Group. 

• 	 One of its former senior members, 
Farouk Moosa, holds the position of 
honorary consul general for Pakistan. 

I take this opportunity of paying public 
tribute to my predecessor as leader of 
the Group, Professor Leonard Gering. 
He played a sterling role as leader of the 
Group in its formative years. 

Whilst the Group might have dissolved 
the spirit engendered by the Group and 
the strong bond amongst its former mem
bers will continue for years to come.' (l) 

[Now} Chief Justice Pius Langa receiving a bouquet from Mrs Shireen Gyanda, wife ofJudge Shyam 
Gyanda and Fathima Dawood, member ofthe Bar, at the Group Seven function in Durban. 

At the Group Seven function: back, from left to right: Marumo Moerane SC, Judge Sandile 
Ngcobo, Talib Mukadam, Leonard Gering SC, Adiya Kissoon Singh SC, and Mickey Naidoo; 
front: Judge President Vuka Tshabalala, Kwazulu-Natal premier Sibusiso Ndebele,[nowJ 
Judge Sharmaine Balton and Fathima Dawood. 
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