
NAMES IN THE NEWS 

He was concerned that lawyers wastedTribute to Chief Justice Arthur their skills or talents in protracted litigation. 
Hence, the establishment of the LRC inChaskalson 
1978: its focus was, and still is, on impact 
litigation. In this way, lawyers would use 

Speech delivered at the Constitutional Court on 2 June 2005 their skills to represent the indigent and 

by Norman Arendse SC powerless members of society with a view 
to winning cases that would impact have a 
positive impact on that class of persons.

Iam honoured, privileged, and extreme dence of the jUdiciary is promoted by 
We thankArthur Chaskalson for giving him

ly humbled today to be able to pay ensuring that its members come from a 
self unselfishly to the cause of democracy

tribute to Arthur Chaskalson (retiring professional background and habit of inde
in our country. We are extremely indebted 

Chief Justice) on behalf of the organised pendence;and 
to him and his family, Lorraine, Jeremy, 

legal profession; namely, the Law Society Second, the independence of the practitio Matthew, for their contribution to and
of South Africa and its constituent law ners who practise in the courts is a neces unstinting support for Arthur Chaskalson 
societies, the Black Lawyers' Association, sary foundation to enable the judiciary to throughout both his many years of practice
the National Association of Democratic carry out its functions in a properly inde as a lawyer, and his distinguished career as 
Lawyers, and the General Council of the pendent manner. Members of the judiciary the head of the Constitutional Court. 
Bar and its constituent Bars. are heavily dependent in the exercise of Arthur, we salute you, we respect you, we 
For some fourteen years with the Legal their functions on the evidence and argu love you. May you enjoy your retirement 
Resources Centre (LRC), Arthur ments that are placed before them by as you deservedly bask in the glory of your 
Chaskalson pioneered and sustained a practitioners. many monumental achievements. 
nascent but potentially very exciting human 

What arguably motivatedArthur Chaskalson At the same time, we congratulate therights culture and did so with remarkable 
to dedicate his life to the practice of law Chief Justice and the Deputy Chief Justice 

creativity, persistence and dedication. He did 
was a genuine concern that the skills of on their appointments. They are thoroughly 

so in an environment which was unsympa
lawyers were unfairly distributed - they deserved. We pledge our unqualified sup

thetic and even hostile to that ethos. 
were available to the rich and powerful but port to you. We wish you well as you 

The late Chief Justice Ismail Mahomed, were not readily available to the poor or, to grapple with the complex issues relating to 
a founder trustee of the LRC, said upon an increasing degree, to the middle class. the jUdiciary. CD 
Arthur's retirement as national director of 
the LRC: 'He is able to maximise his input 
into the very crucial area of human rights 
through a rare combination of an incisive 
intellect and a kindly and caring soul' . 

Arthur Chaskalson, of course, set a prec
edent (as he has done in so many other 
areas of endeavour) when he established 
the LRC in November 1978. The LRC 
employed advocates and attorneys on a 
full-time salaried basis in order to provide 
legal and educational services, in the public 
interest, without charge. 

Indeed, a legacy left by Arthur Chaskalson 
is the provision of legal services to the 

poor, disadvantaged and marginalised com- At the function in honour of retiring Chief Justice Arthur Chaskalson. 
munities in our country. 

There are many lessons in this for lawyers. 
Much has been written about lawyers and 
- by and large - most of what has been 
written is not complimentary. 

As a lawyer however, Arthur Chaskalson 
saw himself differently. He said in an 
article written in 1980: 'Lawyers belong to 
an honourable profession which takes pride 
in its integrity and independence.' 

There is of course a close organic link 
between the independence of the profes
sion and the independence of the judiciary, 
for two reasons: 

First, the profession provides most of the 
The Constitutional Court with the Johannesburg skyline in the background. 

members of the judiciary. The indepen-
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