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Oxford’s Keble College, offi-
cially founded in 1870, is 
one of the younger colleges 

of this university, but boasts many 
famous graduates, among them 
Edwin Cameron JA.

To be invited to join an illustrious 
faculty composed of judges, 
eminent silks and practitioners from 
Commonwealth countries to conduct 
an advanced advocacy course at this 
college is an extraordinary privilege. 
My thanks to the General Council 

Advocacy training at Oxford: 
The South Eastern Circuit Advanced 
Advocacy Course 2005

Contributed by Eberhard Bertelsmann, judge of the Transvaal 
High Court

Judge Eberhard Bertelsmann at 
Keble College.

On the morning of 20 May the Bar 
Leaders Business Meeting was held 
followed by various discussion 
groups. Two issues remain high on the 
agenda of the Bar Issues Commission: 
the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) and the report by Sir 
David Clementi on the regulation of 
legal services in England and Wales.

South Africa is a signatory to GATS, 
including legal services. The profes-
sion in South Africa, as elsewhere 
in the world, has for some time 
been concerned about the possible 
consequences which this agreement 
may have for the legal profession, 
depending upon the content of offers 
made by our government. The GCB 
has in the past year on a number of 
occasions engaged with government 
in advising on the recognition of for-
eign qualifications. In addition, the 
Bar has served on a joint committee 
with the Law Society of South Africa 
at meetings with Government.

The South African government was 
scheduled to make an offer under 
the DOHA round of negotiations, 
including legal services. It has been 
reported to me that the GCB chair, 
Norman Arendse SC, has since had 
discussions with the Minister of 

Justice and the Deputy Minister on 
the subject and he reports that it has 
been resolved by government not to 
make an offer in respect of legal ser-
vices at this stage. The matter would 
be fully considered prior to the mak-
ing of such offers.

I reported earlier, after the annual gen-
eral meeting of the IBA in Auckland 
in October 2004, on the report of Sir 
David Clementi. It remains an issue 
which is hotly debated and an entire 
session was devoted to this subject. 
The report of Sir David Clementi 
is of particular interest in the South 
African context where the regulation 
of the legal profession is also cur-
rently under scrutiny.

On Saturday 21 May 2005 a meet-
ing of the International Council for 
Barristers and Advocates was held 
followed by the council meeting of the 
International Bar Association. 

The arrangements in respect of the 
Hong Kong Conference for Barristers 
and Advocates in April 2006 are well 
under way and there is every reason to 
anticipate that it will be a worthwhile 
conference for members of the South 
African Bar to attend. The conference 
will be held on the Easter weekend in 
April 2006. 
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