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KwaZulu-Natal

Contributed by Wendalynn 
Bowler

New silks
We would like to congratulate R 
Choudree SC, L Pillay SC, A Motala 
SC, B Skinner SC, R Salmon SC and A 
Stokes SC on taking silk. May you be 
busier than ever and ensure that there is 
more work for the juniors!

André Stokes SC 

André matriculated from Northlands 
Boys’ High School (Durban) in 1979. 
He went on to read his BCom and LLB 
degrees at the then University of Natal 
(Durban). He completed his pupillage 
in 1986. He joined the Department of 
Justice as a regional court prosecutor 
(Durban) where he worked until 1989. 
He commenced practice at the Durban 
Bar in 1989, and has practised in Durban 
ever since. He is married to Janis and is 
a father of two: James and Louisa, aged 
ten and seven respectively.

Richard Salmon SC

Richard matriculated from Durban High 
School. He obtained a BMus degree 
from the University of Natal (Durban) 
in 1979, and an MMus in musicology 
in 1982. He lectured in musicology for 
several years at the same university. He 
also studied singing in Germany at the 
Detmold Music Academy from 1984-
86. He then joined NAPAC in 1986 (as 
a founder member of the NAPAC sing-
ers), but left in 1987.

In 1989 he graduated with an LLB 
summa cum laude from the University 
of Natal. He completed his pupillage 
in 1990, and commenced practice that 
year. Richard has retained his interests in 
music and the arts. He is a trustee of the 
KZN Performing Arts Trust, the Marc 
Raubenheimer Trust and a director of the 
KwaZulu Natal Philharmonic Orchestra. 
He remains an active singer.

Wigs on

Contributed by Zuleka Rasool, 
Durban Bar 

Talk about pressure, here I am in a 
foreign land with foreign people 
and the South African Bar’s good 

name on my shoulders. Today, as I look 
back at my experiences in London, I am 
glad to report that it was awe-inspiring. 
Pammenter SC – you had every right to 
be jealous.

Number 18 Red Lion Court, London, 
consists of a group of criminal law bar-
risters. Under the leadership of Justice 
Linda Dobbs QC, a former member of 
chambers and at present a High Court 
judge, they have developed a programme 
which offers junior members of the South 
African Bar an opportunity to spend 
three months in chambers experiencing 
and learning the English (criminal) jus-
tice system.

The programme is well-organised and is 
expertly run by clerk Nick Parkinson and 
administrator Adam Keys, who ensured 
that I was well taken care of at all times. 
To use a popular Brit phrase: ‘they were 
brilliant.’

The programme is designed to ensure 
that the recipient is exposed to all areas 
of the justice system. I shadowed various 
members of chambers (as in pupillage) 
on specific matters, either to prosecute 
or defend. I worked on briefs during the 
preparatory phase for trial and then again 
when the matter came before the court.

As part of the programme, I also spent 
time with various judges on the Bench 
in both civil and criminal courts. I have 
had the honour of sitting with Justice 
Anne Goddard QC at the Old Bailey, 
Justice Linda Dobbs QC at the Royal 
Courts of Justice, and at Cambridge 
County Court and Chelmsford Crown 
Court with Judges O’Brien, Ball and 
Turner respectively.

Sitting with judges was the most educa-
tive part of the programme. Not only was 
I exposed to brilliant advocacy by both 
senior and junior members of the Bar, 
but it also positioned me to recognise my 
own shortcomings as counsel. A word 
of warning to my fellow colleagues. 
You can see absolutely everything from 
the Bench! This, in effect, is similar to 
sitting as an assessor in our courts. So 
the next time you feel like nudging or 

sniggering and think the judge can’t see, 
don’t, because they can. I also have new-
found respect for the amount of hard 
work and sacrifices judges make. 

In my opinion, the members of 18 Red 
Lion Court, from senior to junior (and 
other members of the English Bar) epito-
mise what the Bar  is about It did not 
matter whether I was South African or 
English, I was an advocate – a mem-
ber of the universal Bar  of Advocates. 
Everyone welcomed me and treated me 
like royalty.

I joined the Bar because of what it 
stood for: respect for your colleagues, a 
brother-/sisterhood and a community of 
like-minded people co-operating in the 
pursuit of justice. These attributes are 
universal and I am very proud to belong 
to this community.

My time in London was not all about 
work though. The programme is also 
about networking, meeting new peo-
ple and being holistically enriched. My 
social life was a whirlwind of sleepless 
nights and absolutely fabulous fun-filled 
days. For this I have a book of people to 
thank, including some Americans and 
Canadians, but more especially Priya 
Khanna (barrister extraordinaire) and 
Mala Drepaul (CPS representative). 

However, for my trip to have been suc-
cessful, which undoubtedly it was, I 
needed to have my fears allayed that 
my practice would not die if I went to 
London for three months. Pammenter 
SC, Hemraj SC, Voormolen, Mahabeer 
and members of Group 13 came to 
my rescue. They encouraged and sup-
ported my application. Whilst in London, 
Genel, who was remarkably helpful, was 
my link to my practice. And finally, 
to my family and friends (too many to 
name) who put up with me, thank you all 
both for allowing and supporting me to 
have this experience of a lifetime and to 
meet some fabulous people. 

Zuleka Rasool
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Aslam Motala SC

Aslam matriculated in 1979 from 
Orient Islamic School (Durban). He 
then studied at the University of Durban 
Westville and obtained his BA  (Law) 
degree, a BSc (Hons) in mathematics 
and then an LLB degree. He completed 
his pupillage in 1987, and commenced 
practice the same year. Earlier in his 
career at the Bar, Aslam lectured part-
time in mathematics at the UDW. He 
is married with three children, and his 
interests include playing competitive 
cricket and chess, and the the arts and 
theatre. 

Rajesh Choudree SC

Rajesh Choudree was born in Clairwood, 
Durban, in 1952. He was educated at 
the St Anthony’s State-Aided Primary 
School and Gandhi-Desai High School. 
He matriculated at the end of 1971 and 
graduated with the BA (1974) and LLB 
(1976) degrees from the University of 
Durban-Westville. In 1977, he com-
menced practice at the Durban Bar as 
a founder member of Advocates Group 
Seven which has spawned many of the 
judges – including the Chief Justice 
– currently serving on the Bench in 
South Africa. Rajesh was one of the 
earliest members of the group who 
was briefed to handle human rights 
cases in the Eastern and Northern 
Cape. He remained in practice in South 
Africa until 1986. In January 1987, he 
joined Freehill, Hollingdale & Page in 
Perth, Australia, as a solicitor, and in 
1989, he was employed as a barrister 
by the Aboriginal Legal Service of 
Western Australia, eventually becom-
ing its principal legal officer in 1991. 
In April 1992, Rajesh was recruited 
from Australia by the University of 
Durban-Westville as a senior lecturer 
in the Department of Mercantile Law, 
and eventually headed that department. 
He was also elected associate dean 
of the Law Faculty. He subsequently 
obtained an LLM at UDW, and studied 
at the Harvard Law School after win-
ning a fellowship of the Harvard-South 
Africa programme. He graduated with 
a second LLM in 1997.

Rajesh was then appointed to the 
Ministry of Justice as an advisor and 
worked in Pretoria until 1998. There-
after, he worked for the UN Mission 

in Bosnia Herzegovina as deputy head 
of the Judicial System Assessment 
Programme based in Sarajevo where 
he remained until July 2000, when he 
returned to practise at the Durban Bar 
which he did until November 2001. 
During that period, he acted as a judge 
of the High Court in Durban (one 
term) and in Bloemfontein (two terms). 
Subsequently he was recruited by the 
UN Development Programme (UNDP) 
to head its new governance centre 
based in Oslo. In 2002, he was trans-
ferred to the New York office of the 
UNDP Bureau for Development Policy 
and was appointed its Global Justice 
Advisor. He returned to the Durban 
Bar in August 2003 where he remained 
until he was appointed as an advisor to 
the UN Counter-Terrorism Committee 
in August 2005. 

Rajesh is married to Indira, an attorney, 
and they have a daughter, Yavani. His 
hobbies include photography, listening 
to Eastern and Western music of all 
kinds and playing golf with friends (and 
Yavani).

Logesh Pillay SC

Logesh was born on the 7 June 1964. 
In 1987 he completed his LLB at the 
University of Natal (Durban) and com-
menced practice at the Durban Bar in 
1998. Logesh is married to Veena and 
they have two daughters, Maya and 
Anandhi.

Barry Lynn Skinner

Barry was born on the 1 July 1956. 
He obtained the degrees of BA Hons 
(1978) University of Natal; MA (1980) 
Oxford; and LLB cum laude (1982) 
University of Natal. He was admitted 
as attorney in 1987 and began practice 
at the Durban Bar in 1988. Barry was a 
member of the Natal Bar Council dur-
ing 1998-99, and again from 2004-05. 
He is a member of the Advocates’ and 
Attorneys’ Liaison Committee. He was 
a member of the executive committee 
of NICRO, Durban, from 1994-98, 
and of the board of management of 
Highway Hospice from 2000-03 (chair 
in 2002-03). He is married to Deirdre.

Comrades
Well done to all the members of the 
Bar who took part in the Comrades 

Marathon. Particular inspiration can be 
drawn from Deshin Pillay who only a 
year ago was walking with crutches and 
a cast on his leg. 

Premises
The majority of the advocates who 
had chambers in Salmon Grove have 
moved into either Durban Club Place, 
the Marine or Masonic Grove.

Family news
Congratulations to Michelle Posemann 
on the birth of her baby daughter.

Pretoria

Bygedra deur Henk Havenga

Baliedinee
Nog ’n jaar spoed na sy einde by die 
Pretoria Balie. Dit was weer daardie 
tyd van die jaar waarin laataandkerse 
gebrand word om tafels skoongewerk 
te kry voor die Desemberreses. Die 
jaarlikse Baliedinee wat hierdie jaar 
plaasgevind het op 7 Oktober 2005, het 
darem die nodige afleiding besorg.

Die hooftoesprake by die Pretoriase 
Baliedinee is gelewer deur Gerrit Grobler 
SC (links op die foto) en regter Bill Prinsloo 
(regs). Sanja Strauss (middel) het die junior 
toespraak gehou.

Nog interessante nuus uit die laaste 
kwartaal is dat dit bekend geword het 
dat ’n groep lede beplan om aan die 
einde van 2006 na ’n nuwe gebou in 
Brooklyn te verhuis. En verder het die 
Pretoria Balie se mees ‘geharde’ vry-
gesel, Ig Bredenkamp, op 20 Augustus 
2005 uiteindelik in die huwelik getree 
het. Veels geluk, Ig en Louise!
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