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The Blue Dress by Judith Mason (1995). Part of the Constitutional Court's art collection. Reproduced with permission of the 
court and the artist. 

Part 1 (painting - oil on board) of a 
triptych showing a suspended blue dress 
with animal (predator) tearing at pieces 
of the dress. The dress is set against a 
honeycomb-like grid. 

Note on The Blue Dress 

Part 2 (sculpture - mixed media) : 
Construction of a dress made of pieces 
of blue plastic, which are sewn together. 
Text is painted onto the dress beginning 
with 'Sister, a plastic bag may not be the 
armour of God but ... ' 

Contributed by Constitutional Court Justice Albie Sachs 

'Sister, a plastic bag may not be the 
whole armour of God, but you were 
wrestling with flesh and blood. and 
against powers, against the rulers of 
darkness, against spiritual wickedness 
in sordid places. Your weapons were 
your silence and a piece of rubbish. 
Finding that bag and wearing it until 
you were disinterred is such a frugal, 
common-sensical, house-wifely thing to 
do, an ordinary act. .. Memorials to 

your courage are everywhere; they blow 
about in the streets and drift on the tide 
and cling to thorn-bushes. This dress is 
made from some of them. Hamba kahle 
Umkhonto.' 

These are the words that Judith Mason 
wrote on the dress she made out of 
blue plastic bags to honour an African 
woman freedom fighter whose naked 
body was found in a shallow grave 
as a result of the work of the Truth 

Part 3 (painting - oil on canvas) 
showing a suspended blue dress with 
animal (predator) facing the viewer. The 
work also includes images of glowing 
braziers and a mug. 

and Reconciliation Commission. There 
was a bullet wound through her skull 
and her only covering was a piece of 
plastic bag over her private part. Judith 
generously gave the three works to the 
Constitutional Court for virtually no 
material reward. 

I believe it is one of the great artworks 
in the world of the late twentieth cen
tury. No visitor to the court fails to be 
moved by it; many weep. (l) 
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