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Jannie Eksteen departs for 
PE 

The year in Grahamstown began 
with a series of jolly cocktail 
parties that masked the rather 

sadder event for us of the move to Port 
Elizabeth by one of our most senior and 
respected colleagues, Jannie Eksteen 
Sc. Eksteen has lived in Grahamstown 
almost all his life, save for the first 
eight years, and been a member of the 
Grahamstown Bar si nce 1984. He is 
a past chair of the local Bar Council 
and currently the deputy chair of the 
GCB. 

Although the Port Elizabeth and 
Grahamstown Bars are conceptually 
one, the practical reality is that the 
juniors in Grahamstown will espe
cially miss the opportunity of knock
ing on his door with one or other 
problem that has arisen in our prac
tices . Notwithstanding his own busy 
practice, Eksteen always had time to 
attend to our needs in the thoughtful 
and approachable manner that is hi s 
way. We wish him and Alna everything 
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Sixteen days of activism for 
no violence 

Contributed by Narisha 
Bhagwandeen 

2 5
November 2005 marked 
the start of the tenth anni
versary of the campaign 

called ' 16 Days of Activism for no 
Violence on Women and Children,' 
which takes place annually around 
the world between 25 November and 
10 December. It was also the day 
earmarked by the local organisers to 
kick-start the campaign of the 16 days 
of activism against violence on women 
and children at various courts around 
the country. 
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of the best in Port Elizabeth and look 
forward to hi s visits when in our divi
sion in the future. 

Bar dinner and other 
activities 

The jolly month of January culminated 
with the Bar dinner. The guest speaker 
was the recently retired Judge Michael 
Jennett. 

Ben Ford SC, Richard Brooks, Gerald 
Bloem and Sunil Rugunanan were 
elected unopposed to the local Bar 
Council for 2006. Lauren Conlyn con
tinues as honorary secretary, which is 
the price of efficiency. 
During the course of the term, Izak 
Smuts SC will be acting on the 
Grahamstown Bench and Keith Mathee 
SC continues to do the same in Umtata. 
Last term Gerald Bloem held an acting 
appointment in Bloemfontein. 

After a flood of applications to do 
pupillage, resulting in a screening and 
selection process for the first time 
in Grahamstown, two of the pupils 
selected were unable to embark upon 
the year-long pupillage, leaving only 
Margaux Beard and Craig Renaud as 
the remaining pupils. We wish them 
well for the year ahead. 

One of last year's pupil s, Mzi Yawa, 
has commenced practi sing in the 

The programmes at both the High 
Courts in Pietermaritzburg and 
Durban were essentially a collabora
tion between members of the different 
legal fraternities. They were the joint 
endeavours of the Law Society of 
South Africa's Family Law and Gender 
Equality Committee and the Chapter 
of the International Association of 
Women Judges (lAWJ). Members of 
the Durban Bar and the Directorate 
of Public Prosecutions volunteered to 
assist with the organisation of the 
programmes. KwaZulu-Natal Judge 
Leona Theron, who is a member of 
the South African Chapter of the IAWJ 
and who has spear-headed the cam
paign, said in response to questions 
about the purpose of the programme 
at the various courts that it was an 
attempt to conscientise people on the 
scourge of violence against women 
and children. 

BAR NEWS 

chambers recently vacated by Steven 
Allcock who has left the Bar to take up 
a lecturing post at Rhodes University. 
Steven Allcock has retained associate 
membership of the Bar. 
The Eastern Cape is renowned as fron 
tier country where the untamed bush 
awaits discovery by those who can 
afford the US dollar rates charged by 
the numerous private game reserves 
that are an ever-increasing feature of 
this landscape. The pioneering spirit 
dwells deep and its influence extends, 
naturally, to the extra-mural pursuits 
of a number of our members. In this 
vein, I can report that, contra suam 
naturam, Dave de la Harpe has, by 
hi s own admission, not shot anything 
for an astonishing two weeks ; Martin 
Glover (of Pro Carmine fame) assures 
me that he hooked the 'big one' over 
the holidays but that it got away at the 
very moment of landing; and Shaughan 
Cole, our resident conservationist, has 
completed his bird-hide, nestling on 
the tranquil shores of Lake Lorna. It 
was ceremoniously opened at the end 
of last year by Judge L Leach, fol
lowed by a memorable celebration 
amid the ostriches, peacocks, guinea 
fowl and tame blue cranes that are part 
of the diverse Cole flock. CJ 

At the Durban High Court banners 
were put up outside the court build
ing. Various NGOs, including the 
Advice Desk for Abused Women , 
set up help desks to provide infor
mation and to render assistance to 
victims of violence. School children 
were transported by bus to the court 
and added a vibrant and poignant 
dimension to the proceedings. The 
young members of the Stella wood 
Steel Drum Band provided entertain
ment as did Judge Balton 's daughter. 
The highlight of the programme was 
the address by the invited speakers: 
Mr Edward Ngubane, the co-chair of 
the KwaZulu-Natal Law Society; Dr 
Devi Rajab, the dean of students at 
the University of KwaZulu-Natal; and 
Bishop Rubin Phillip, the Anglican 
Bishop of Natal , who provided insight 
into the scourge of violence against 
women and children. It became appar
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