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A beat with the bobbies 
Faizel Ismail, Johannesburg 

Whilst in London as a student, over 
a year ago, I voluntarily spent the 
night with a few police constables 
at a police station. One of the Inns 
of Court, the Honourable Society of 
the Inner Temple, facilitated this visit. 
What follows is a brief description of 
my experience which I addressed to 
my fellow law students. To a very lim
ited extent, it provides some insights 
into and comparative markers with 
police services abroad. Explanatory 
notes are enclosed in parentheses. 

I received a tour de force of the Holborn 
Police Station in central London. 
Courtesy of the Inner Temple Police 
Liaison Scheme. Why did I participate, 
you ask? For the hell of it. 

I arrived at the police station just before 
23hOO. (At that stage, the law required 
that, with a few special licence excep
tions, almost all pubs in England had to 
close by 23hOO. Night after night, this 
resulted in the strange situation of scores 
of not-too-sober people being summarily 
ejected onto the streets at the same time 
throughout the entire country. Needless 
to say, police activity peaked shortly 
after 23hOO.) 

There were four other students visiting 
the police station that night. All women. 
Bright, brazen and not unattractive. 
Things were going well. We were taken 
to the briefing room. Mugshots papered 
the walls. A giant screen in front offered 
a slideshow as the briefing officer went 
through the motions. I greedily lapped 
up the atmosphere. After a thoroughly 
informative tour, we were assigned to 
patrol cars. 

We sat in the car. Buckled our belts. 
And ate up the road. The radio crackled 

Female silk and female junior 
in SCA 

Sharise Weiner SC appeared in the 
Supreme Court of Appeal with her junior 
Deanne Wood on Monday, 6 March. 
As far as can be ascertained it was the 
very first occasion on which a female 
silk and female junior appeared in the 
SCA. Howie JA, President of the SCA, 
announced it in court as a 'special occa
sion' but with a note of concern that it 
had taken so long for this to occur! OJ 

with incoming calls. One of the coppers 
strained to hear it. The other, dead intense 
with eyes locked on the road, steered the 
car like it was an extension of his body. 
But it wasn't enough. I wanted more 
excitement. 

A call came in. Someone was caught 
shoplifting. Siren blaring, we were onto 
it. Oh boy. To say that I wasn't dripping 
with anxiety and white-knuckled with 
excitement, would be a lie. When we got 
there, we were told that it would be best 
to remain in the vehicle. Sitting at the 
back, we attracted looks from passers-by. 
I stared them down, feeling real cool. 
After the alleged shoplifter was dealt with 
by a clutch of coppers - at least four of 
them - we were on our merry way. 

As pavements of people blurred by, my 
memory re-ran cheesy TV police chases. 
Still, I couldn't get off on the excite
ment factor. So I upped it. I gunned the 
police constables with my loaded ques
tions: What do you think of PACE (the 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984, 
the most important legislation govern
ing arrest, detention, questioning and the 
prosecution of offences)? Is it nonsense? 
Since you admit you only really deal with 
the symptoms of crime, do you serve any 
useful purpose? Do you actually make 
a difference? They responded thought
provokingly, with a well-worn steely 
patience. As if they were clad with an 
armour of polite reserve, impenetrable to 
my most cutting questions. I was awfully 
impressed. Big time. But still not excited. 
So we went to the cells. 

It was a cesspool of buzzing humanity. 
The reek of days-old urine refused to be 
washed away. Suicide watch was bizarre. 
Truncheons in their belt, sober-faced cop
pers were everywhere. It was the stuff to 
make a commercial barrister hurl. I was 
beginning to get excited. About com

mercial law. I felt like hurling. But swal
lowed. In the nick. 

Now know this. I would sooner stone a 
donkey to death with overripe figs than 
jump at the opportunity of a criminal 
litigation class. Nevertheless, criminal 
procedure came to life in the cellblock. 
Real interesting. Real. 

As we wound our way through the sta
tion, I persisted with the no-holds barred 
questions. What is the racial composition 
of the force? How dare they claim to have 
legitimacy in policing minority commu
nities? What was their view of the docu
mentary on police brutality and racial 
supremacists in the police force (which 
had been secretly filmed and recently 
screened on television)? What of the 
various disciplinary cases brought against 
senior black members of the police ser
vices? Each and every time I was parried 
with forthright, though well-considered 
and polite responses. I was starting to like 
these guys. I had to leave. 

My opinion? To those who view the 
police service as a racially skewed insti
tution , staffed by power hungry control
freaks hell-bent on giving vent to their 
excessive machismo, I recommend that 
you participate in the scheme to chal
lenge your view. To those who view 
the police service as a trusted and hal
lowed institution, staffed by dedicated 
and upright men and women who nobly 
put their lives at risk for the benefit and 
protection of all members of our society, 
I recommend that you participate in the 
scheme to challenge your view. 

A big warm thank you to all the police 
constables who tolerated and educat
ed us. Especially to Matt Walters, aka 
S~ . OJ 

The administration and functioning of the Constitutional Court 

'The provisions of the Interim Constitution dealing with the functioning of the 
Constitutional Court were later supplemented in the Constitutional Court Complementary 
Act. Most of the provisions of this Act enhanced the power of the Constitutional Court. 
Two are of importance to the present discussion. They are sections 14 and 15. Section 14 
provided that the appointments of the Registrar and other staff of the Constitutional Court 
should be made by the Minister at the request of and in consultation with the President of 
the Constitutional Court. Section 15 provided thatrequests for funds needed for the admin
istration and functioning of the Constitutional Co.uit would be determined by the President 
of the court, after consultation with the Minist,er, and that that would be the basis of the 
request for funding for the court made by the 'Mlpister in a budgetary process.' 

Former Chief Justice Arthur Chaskalson at the GCB"s conference on 'The Justice Bills, Judicial 
Independence and the Restructuring of the Courts.' The transcript of the conference is available 
at: http://www.sabar.co.za OJ 
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