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T he BEE Service Empowermentor is 
a basic reference work dealing with 
an issue that is gaining prominence 

in South Africa. It is clearly not written 
exclusively for the lawyer. It deals compre
hensively with the issue of empowerment 
generally and as such is accessible to many 
professionals involved in the area of Black 
Economic Empowerment (BEE). 

Its main advantage is that it compiles all 
legislation that impacts on the implemen
tation of BEE. I found the most incisive 
and informative chapter to be chapter 13, 
which deals with BEE and Tax, an issue of 
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The second edition of Jan Glazewski's 
Environmental Law in South Africa 
is a keystone of the library of the 

environmental law practItIOner, and an 
essential reference for anyone venturing 
into the labyrinths of land-use planning and 
development, tenure systems, the conserva
tion and utilisation of natural resources, 
pollution control and waste management. 
The work is primarily concerned with set
ting out the state of the law, which it does 
in an exceptionally lucid, readable and 
well-arranged way. It is also invaluable to 
the practitioner in its clear account of how 
various pieces of legislation interact, its 
detailed explanation of enforcement mech
anisms and remedies, and its treatment of a 
growing body of case law. 

The development of the domestic environ
mental law has been driven by the trends of 
international law, the pressures of globali
sation, and the fact that many environmen
tal problems pay no attention to political 

particular commercial interest. Though it 
appears that little has changed as regards 
the tax regime to accommodate BEE, there 
have been amendments of note and this is 
clearly a growing field. As noted by the 
author, what has thus far been done to 
harmonise BEE imperatives and the tax 
regime, amounts to no more than 'embroi
dery at the edges'. This perhaps is a func
tion of the novelty of the concept. No doubt 
in time, more extensive amendments to the 
law will follow. 

Much of the difficulty of implementing 
BEE has been caused by the absence of 
Codes of Good Practice. The BEE Act 
delegates the development of the codes to 
the Minister of Trade and Industry. This 
resulted in the Act lacking the necessary 
detail required for effective governance 
and implementation of BEE. This has now 
been addressed with the release by the 
Minister of the Codes of Good Practice and 
Scorecard. The scorecard is a measure of 

boundaries. South Africa is party to more 
than fifty international and regional con
ventions which regulate the environment. 
The work commences by describing the 
most important conventions and rules of 
customary international environmental law. 
It also provides a useful introduction in 
international law and its relationship with 
the domestic law. 

The work draws on domestic, compara
tive and international case law to provide 
a comprehensive and thoughtful analysis 
of the South African right to the environ
ment and other relevant clauses of the 
Bill of Rights. It sets out in detail the 
schematic organisation, key concepts, and 
enforcement mechanisms of the core pieces 
of national legislation. Practitioners will 
find of particular use the analyses of the 
much-used environmental impact assess
ment regulations and the powers of the 
spheres of government in the administra
tion of environmental law. The Promotion 
of Administrative Justice and Access to 
Information Acts are helpfully synthesised 
into chapters which give a clear and detailed 
treatment of enforcement mechanisms, and 
judicial and administrative remedies. 

The bulk of the work comprises a com
prehensive examination of the follow
ing themes: land reform and agricultural 
resources; planning law; the environmental 

degrees of empowerment. The best feature 
of the book lies in the detailed commentary 
and illustrations of this scorecard, which is 
based on the codes. 

The book does not have references to case 
law. This may clearly be explained by the 
fact that not much, if any, litigation has 
come through our courts challenging non
compliance with BEE requirements. No 
doubt we should see such cases coming 
through in the next few years, particularly 
in regard to government tenders. I am con
fident that with such growth in this field of 
law, judicial decisions will find reflection 
in future editions. The loose-leaf nature 
of this work will definitely accommodate 
such growth. 

It must be said that this is a comprehensive 
piece of work on the subject and would be 
well-placed in any practitioner's library.m 

M Sello, Johannesburg Bar 

assessment of projects and policies; biodi
versity and genetic modification; coastal 
and maritime zones; protected areas; the 
conservation of wild animals, forests and 
plants; the fishing industry; the use, man
agement and conservation of water; the 
mining of minerals and petroleum resourc
es; energy; heritage resources; land, atmo
spheric, noise and water pollution; and 
waste management. 

Each theme is organised in roughly the 
same manner: the key concepts and sub
ject matter of the theme are defined and 
explored. Next, relevant national and pro
vincial regulatory systems (and, if appli
cable, international and constitutional law) 
are identified and their operation explained, 
often with reference to illustrative case law. 
The regulatory functions of institutional 
and administrative bodies are described. 
Specific enforcement mechanisms and 
remedies are explained. Lastly, develop
ments in the law are foreshadowed, and a 
list of further reading is suggested. 

In the result, Professor Glazewski has 
methodically demystified a series of com
plex regulatory schemes, and has produced 
a comprehensive reference work on a rap
idly developing area of law. 

The work reflects the state of the law on 31 
March 2005. (lJ 

Michelle Augustine, Johannesburg Bar 
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