
FROM THE PUBLISHERS 

From the publishers 

We have invited SA's leading 
publishers of legal publications 
to inform our readers of 
developments in their field. The 
article below by LexisNexis 
Butterworths will be followed by 
Juta Law's contribution in the 
August 2006 issue. 

LexisNexis Butterworths: 
Technology driven 
information for a changing 
legal market 

In today's legal market professionals 
believe it is the availability and speed 
of access to accurate information that 

makes the difference in the service they 
receive from legal resource companies. 
Developments in information technol
ogy have therefore dictated the direction 
of developments in the field of law book 
publishing to the benefit of the legal fra
ternity and the public at large. 

Billy Last, CEO of LexisNexis 
Butterworths, says the company's core 
business has evolved rapidly with the 
advance of technology, migrating from 
print through to CD-ROM format and 
then to the online medium. And while 
print media still plays a significant role in 
servicing customers such as the student 
market, the professional market is increas
ingly dependant on electronic solutions. 

Company background 

'Last year we developed a solution 
specifically for large law firms deliver
ing the same information, but suited to 
their type of business. This year we will 

Billy Last, CEO of LexisNexis Butterworths 

also be offering a tailor-made solution 
exclusively for small and medium sized 
law firms. We recognized this need due 
to the acceleration of technology and 
migration of the smaller law market to 
the online medium. The cost of inter
net connectivity and more specifically 
bandwidth, has up until this point been 
a limiting factor, but with ADSL now 
costing from R400 a month, we foresee 
a healthy growth in these markets.' 

Butterworths was established in the United Kingdom in 1918 by Sir Henry Butterworth 

and opened in Durban, South Africa in 1934. 


LexisNexis Butterworths in South Africa is jointly owned by Reed Elsevier plc (the 

LexisNexis Group) and Kagiso Media Ltd, a BEE company listed on the Johannesburg 

Stock Exchange. 


LexisNexis (the legal division of Reed Elsevier plc) began providing online legal 

information services in 1973 in the US and now serves customers in more than 150 

countries on six continents with its broad range of information products. 


LexisNexis Butterworths is headquartered in Durban with other offices in Johannesburg, 

Cape Town and Port Elizabeth. The company is also represented in Africa, through its 

partners in Nigeria, Kenya and Mauritius. With a turn-over in excess of R250 million 

LexisNexis Butterworths publishes on average 160000 new pages of information pe; 

year. 


Contact Information: 
Physical Address: 215 North Ridge Rd, Morningside, 4001 
Postal Address: PO Box 792, Durban, 4000 

Tel: 031 268 3111 

Fax: 031 268 3109 

Web: www.nexislexis.co.za 

It is online research tools that give 
LexisNexis the edge in the industry, 
improving access to information, speed 
and reliability. This is evident in the 
field of law. 'Because of the fluid and 
ever changing nature of law, our online 
service is ideal as it can evolve at the 
same pace, thus avoiding becoming out
dated,' says Last. 

LexisNexis publishes in excess of 850 
titles, with more than half of these 
available online. Last year LexisNexis 
launched a new email alert service 
known as Current Awareness that 
keeps customers updated on news, leg
islation and case law. Customers can 
choose from one to all of four different 
email alerts - Stop Press, alerts cus
tomers to the day's court judgments, 
top news stories and latest legislation; 
Final Edition, contains more detailed 
news and legislative information linked 
to gazettes and case law; Publications 
Monitor allows customers to moni
tor specific LexisNexis publications 
for changes and links directly to the 
amended text; Act Monitor allows 
customers to select acts to be moni
tored and sends alerts when legislation 
changes or important notices referring 
to those acts are issued. Solutions can 
also be tailor made to suit customers' 
information requirements. 

Another recent LexisNexis development 
is their online risk-management busi
ness consisting of services predomi
nantly linked to public records. The two 
principle services are Deedsearch and 
Refcheck. Deedsearch allows custom
ers to search for information relating to 
property ownership, property value and 
bond registration, antenuptial contracts, 
sequestrations, interdicts, directors, 
companies, close corporation mem
bers and more. Refcheck, provides for 
the verification of personal credential 
information that form a basis for the 
employment of an individual including 
credit history, criminal records, driver's 
licence, employment history and aca
demic qualifications. 

'We not only provide essential infor
mation and updates, but through our 
interaction and research we are actively 
shifting our focus from being a pub
lisher of information to that of a total 
solutions provider to the legal, financial, 
government and human resources mar
kets', says Last. 

ADVOCATE April 2006 50 

http:www.nexislexis.co.za


LexisNexis has over 100 top authors, 
including many university academics. 
The company also remains at the fore
front of research and research-type ser
vices. 'We have been in the seminar 
market since 1994, and we focus our 
seminars on the areas in which we pub
lish including annual updates in labour 
law, tax and accounting. This sees a very 
strong link amongst our customers back 
to our core products,' says Last. 

LexisNexis is positioning itself as an 
online portal through which customers can 
access any information required. Services 
allow the legal, commercial, government 
and business markets to remain informed 

Annual Survey of South 
African Law 2003 

Ellison Kahn (editor) 

Juta Law (2005) 

1015 pages 

Hardcover R879.85 (VAT incl) 

Having discussed this publication with 
a number of colleagues at the Bar 
and in the attorneys' profession, I 

have come to the conclusion that the Annual 
Survey of South African Law (the Survey) is 
not sufficiently appreciated. 

True, it can hardly be described as an 'annual' 
survey, as it is published only two years after 
the year in respect of which the legal develop
ments discussed in the survey occurred. Tills 
aspect appears to be the main reason for the 
lack of knowledge of and interest in the work 
amongst practising advocates and attorneys. 

I must confess to also never really having 
been aware of what the Annual Survey had 

The Bill of Rights Handbook 

Fifth Edition by lain Currie and 
Johan de Waal 

Juta (2005) 

827 pages 

Soft cover R354 (Vat incl) 

The fifth edition of this book is an 
indispensable tool to new practitio
ners involved in constitutional law. 

This edition arrives four years after the 
previous edition and is an exciting read. The 
aim of the previous edition was to provide 
the reader with a comprehensive guide to the 
South African Bill of Rights. It dealt with 
the law as it stood at the end of 2000, and 
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about the very latest developments and 
rulings in their fields. 'I see our interaction 
with customers as a crucial factor in our 
business. We need their feedback regard
ing the services we provide, as it is key to 
the growth of our business.' 

LexisNexis has enjoyed double-digit 
growth over the last eleven years with 
turn-over in excess of R250 million. This 
trend looks set to continue as the com
pany expands further into Africa. One of 
LexisNexis' key objectives is to create an 
effective and up-to-date legal referencing 
system for all English speaking countries 
in Africa and to this end, has established 
a specialist division to focus on growing 

to offer. There were already so many other 

journals and periodicals to consult during the 
course of research and preparation. It was 

only when I was presented with an old and 
odd set of the Annual Survey that the glim

mer of possibility appeared on the horizon. 
I discovered the wealth of information held 

between the blue covers. 

The same is true of the latest volume, which 

comprises 998 pages. It focuses on the year 
2003 and is a collection of thirty-one chap

ters analysing new developments in fields 
ranging from constitutional and adminis
trative law to labour law, criminal law and 

admiralty law. Each chapter commences 

with details of legislative changes effected 
during the year and proceeds to analyse, in 
detail, the latest case law of note in the field 
under discussion. Cross-references to other 
chapters are provided in instances where 
a case is of relevance in different areas of 

the law. 

Although admittedly not up to date, it contains 

information of relevance to any number of 

included a number of significant court deci
sions and legislative developments. 

The fifth edition arrived in our tenth year of 
democracy covers the period January 2001 
to March 2005. The Constitution underpins 
our legal system today and this edition gives 
the 1996 Constitution its due weight. As is 
stated in the preface 'Constitutional adjudica
tion is no longer, as it was under the interim 
Constitution, an exceptional occurrence.' The 
changes to tills edition are less visible as they 
mainly affect various chapters of the book 
dealing with application, justiciability, jurisdic
tion and remedies. 

Within each chapter, the book retains the 
layout of the fourth edition. The specific sec
tion of the Bill of Rights is explained with 
reference to the common law and to the 1996 
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existing business in the Nigeria, Kenya 
and Ghana legal markets and in devel
oping good relations with other govern
ments in West and East Africa. 

Last says that 2006 will also see the 
company focusing on growing public 
awareness of the LexisNexis brand. 
'The recent merger of the LexisNexis 
and Butterworths brands has combined 
the best of Butterworth's local knowl
edge with the innovative global technol
ogy of LexisNexis. Substantial invest
ment in technology has enabled us to 
really focus on enhancing our service 
delivery and providing a total informa
tion solution.' ill 

briefs currently in any practitioner's chambers. 
Once one starts reading, furthermore, one gen
erally cannot resist dipping into other chapters, 
as the discussions are written in a clear and 
to-the-point style. The authors are persons 
with credibility and experience in their chosen 
fields, and their views, where given, are inter

esting and noteworthy. 

Each chapter concludes with a list of rel
evant literature (reviews, articles, case dis
cussions, and so forth) published in the year 

under discussion. This is extremely useful 
as a quick reference to the availability of 
material where further reading is required 
in the grey areas so often encountered in 
practice. The volume contains, in addition, 
a table of statutes, a table of cases and a 
comprehensive index. 

The Annual Survey of South African Law 
2003 may be a book without which one's 
practice will survive, but once one grows 
used to having it around, it becomes a trusted 
and valuable source of information. fIl 

Susan van Zyl, Cape Bar 

Constitution. Here the authors cover and 

explain each section of the Bill of Rights. 

As regards the various changes in the fifth 

edition, one merely has to look at the treat

ment ofjusticiability to note that the fifth edi

tion covers this point more comprehensively 

than the earlier edition, especially regarding 

the ripeness of a matter. The section on juris

diction is also more comprehensive. 

In my view this edition is an improvement 

of the fourth edition and can assist any 

practitioner who requires access to case 

law on any section of the Bill of Rights. It 

is also able to assist new practitioners in 

understanding the complexities of the South 

African Bill of Rights Jurisprudence. ill 

Anthea Plait, Johannesburg Bar 
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