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I hereby wish to thank Advocate for 
the letter on advocacy training at 
Oxford by SJ Senatle of the North 

West Bar in the April 2006 issue (page 
24). As a result of having read that 
letter, I was inspired to make the 
necessary effort in order to attend the 
same course, which I did by directly 
contacting the English Bar and filing 
my application with them. Needless to 
say, I was fortunately chosen to attend 
the course but had to arrange for my 
own financing. I then approached my 
local Bar Council for a contribution 
towards my costs which they provided. 
My local Bar Council value the Oxford 
course due to previous reports from 
other practitioners, especially those 
who also attended the Hong Kong Bar 
conference earlier in the year. 

I must state that the course was worth 
every penny and that the experience 
made me proud to practise as a bar-
rister/advocate. We were blessed with 
a ‘faculty’ of committed senior prac-
titioners (including sixteen Queen’s 
Counsel, and five High Court judges 
and twenty-eight junior counsel), who 
immersed themselves until late every 
evening without any remuneration in 
the cause of advancing advocacy skills 
at the junior Bar. I also met Ben Ford 
SC of the Grahamstown Bar – who 
was part of the ‘faculty’ – and Michael 
Stewart of the Durban Bar, and shared 
some pleasant conversation and slight 
criticism of the English legal system’s 
approach to certain matters that dif-
fered from our experience. 

We were also requested to opt between 
Financial or Medical streams, and 
Criminal and Civil streams at the 
beginning of the course. I decided to 

take the Civil and Financial streams, 
and realized at some point that the for-
mat of the course was very similar to 
the approach of the NITA Faculty (the 
American Trial Advocacy Course), 
although I felt that this course was more 
intensive, probably due to the underly-
ing competitive spirit amongst the par-
ticipants to impress the ‘faculty’. What 
was much more impressive was the 
fact that auditors from Deloitte’s were 
recruited for the Financial stream (and 
medical practitioners for the Medical 
stream), to assist us in dealing with 
expert testimony, and they did so vol-
untarily and with enthusiasm deep into 
the night on a Thursday evening. 

Mr. Geoffrey Vos QC, who is vice chair-
man (now chairman) of the Bar Council 
and the chairman of the Bar Council’s 
Carter Response Group (dealing with 
the proposed reforms of the profession 
by Lord Carter), alluded to the essence 
of the advocacy course in a speech with 
the following words: ‘We should be 
excellent in our work for the continued 
sustainability of the Bar.’

I must state that those words, though 
not profound in themselves, epitomised 
the value of the advocacy course and I 
would recommend it to anyone willing 
to subject himself/herself to a week’s 
intensive scrutiny by his or her peers 
and seniors in the profession.

I thank the member from the North 
West Bar – Senatle – and Advocate once 
again, for I may not have known about 
this course nor had the opportunity to 
experience the collegiality prevalent that 
week at Keble College. 
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