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High-ranking support for 
transformation initiative
Contributed by Advocates 
Group 21

Attorneys and judges from the 
Gauteng area recently gathered at 
the offices of Advocates Group 

21 (one of the largest groups of advocates 
at the Johannesburg Bar) in Sandton, to 
continue their support towards the Group’s 
transformation initiative for its previously 
disadvantaged members. 

The previously disadvantaged members, 
who, as the term suggests, come from his-
torically underprivileged backgrounds and 
are thus the focal point of transformation 
initiatives in the different societies of advo-
cates throughout the country, were given a 
further opportunity to meet attorneys and 
judges alike outside the strict confines of 
the courtroom, allowing for a more per-
sonal interaction. 

This was the third cocktail party hosted 
by Group 21, where the Deputy Judge 
President of the Witwatersrand Local 
Division of the High Court, Judge Phineas 
Mojapelo, who was present at previous 
cocktail party initiatives, projected his 
much appreciated support once again on 
the evening.

Judge Makhanya, (speaking on behalf of 
Judge President Ngoepe, who was unable 
to attend the function), wished Group 21 
luck in their transformation initiative, and 
addressed all who were present, with spe-
cial attention to the junior counsel in partic-
ular, as to how he felt they could conduct, 

improve and promote themselves, so as to 
rise to the top of their profession. 

He remarked that this process whereby 
junior counsel improve themselves not 
only entails further education and inde-
fatigable devotion to work, but also thor-
oughly professional approaches, attitudes 
and mental composition in every aspect of 
their profession. He reminded the junior 
counsel that the Bar was a training ground 
for not only ‘future leaders of the Bar, but 
the Bench itself’. He also requested that 
junior counsel seize the opportunity that 
Group 21 afforded them.

Addressing the attorneys present at the 
function, Judge Makhanya commented: 
‘Members of the attorneys’profession, I 
beseech you, support the young and the 
not so experienced counsel. They are the 
future. If one talks of transformation and 
reconciliation in our country, one can-
not speak without their involvement and 

engagement. They deserve your whole 
hearted support.’

The function was also an opportunity to 
welcome three of the newest members to 
the Group, all of whom were pupils from 
within Group 21. They were each pre-
sented with a copy of Amler’s	Precedents	
of	Pleadings (6th Edition), as a token of the 
Group’s positive reception. 

Lötter Wepener SC stated that the results 
of the Group’s transformation initiative 
have been very pleasing and that it has 
shown significant growth since the initial 
function. He announced that the Group’s 
initiative as a whole had been extremely 
successful in assisting their young prac-
titioners to learn and grow within their 
fields and that he felt strongly that with the 
further support of attorneys and judges, the 
junior counsel would be able to attract and 
attain the coveted briefs from all attorneys 
in the near future. 

New members
The following new members joined the 
Johannesburg Bar:

Completed pupillage at Johannesburg Bar 
(in alphabetical order)

Adam N (Ms) 
Bester C C 
Boltar J (Ms) 
Bunn S
Cawood N
Cooper C (Ms)
Denichaud C (Ms)
Franck L (Ms)
Gilbert B 
Goslett R L
Hutamo T B
Ioulianou K
Jele N J (Ms)
Keightly R (Ms)
Kgoroeadira K B (Ms)

Lapan A J
Liphoto M (Ms)
Lombard H A
Londt S (Ms)
Lushaba E
Makola B
Manchu T
Manyage T
Matanda E M
Maxwell R G
Metu B
Middleton S G
Mnyandu K G
Mokhutswane H
Mostert M
Nxumalo A P S
Nxumalo Z R
Nyandeni T
Pheto A M
Poggiolini C
Prinsloo T D

Rebelo M G
Silandela L
Sisilana L
Steinberg C (Ms)
Stransham-Ford R
Van Castricum C (Ms)
Van der Merwe C 
Van Niewenhuizen H P
Vania L (Ms)
Wepener K
Wijnbeek D H

Completed pupillage at the Pretoria Bar 

Saint R A
Sithole M

Registered for pupillage at Cape Town 
Bar and wrote Bar Exam in Cape Town; 
relocated and completed pupillage in 
Johannesburg

Strydom M (Ms)

At	the	offices	of	Advocates	Group	21,	from	left	to	right:	Lötter	Wepener	SC,	Luvuyo	Silandela,		
Leigh	Franck,	Zwelethu	Nxumalo,	WLD	Deputy	Judge	President	Phineas	Mojapelo	and	Judge	
Thami	Makhanya.


