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Advocates’ chambers of the 
Johannesburg Bar

Article and photos by Craig Watt-Pringle SC, Johannesburg Bar

When I joined the Johannesburg 
Bar in 1987, the older estab-
lished groups occupied virtu-

ally the whole of Innes Chambers, the 
‘Honeycomb Building’ on the corner of 
Kruis and Pritchard Streets, across the 
road from the Johannesburg High Court. 
The Bar had by then already outgrown 
Innes Chambers and the much larger 
National Board House (later renamed 
Schreiner Chambers) housed several 
groups, comprising the remainder of the 
Johannesburg Bar. The perennial diffi-
culty with Schreiner Chambers was that 
the more established members moved 
to Innes as and when chambers became 
available. The result was that with few 
exceptions, Schreiner groups had few if 
any silks, not many senior juniors and a 
large percentage of baby juniors. Some 
floors accommodated newly admitted 
juniors who were individually affili-
ated to groups on other floors. This was 
remedied to a limited extent in the early 
90s when, to their great credit, a number 
of silks and established juniors crossed 
Kruis Street permanently to take up 
chambers in Schreiner.

By the late 80s the desertion of the 
Johannesburg CBD by big business was 
already well underway. The largest firms 
of attorneys, all of which had their main 
offices in the CBD, gradually migrated 
north, primarily to Sandton. Increasingly 
both attorneys and clients expressed a 
reluctance to consult in advocates cham-
bers in town. 

In 1996 the Johannesburg Bar was one of 
the main co-founders of the Arbitration 
Foundation of South Africa (‘AFSA’). 
The Bar took a head lease over an office 
building then renamed AFSA House. It 
was located in Protea Place, a cul-de-sac 
off Fredman Drive, in a city block bound 
by Fredman Drive, West Street, Maude 
Street and Gwen Lane (‘the Sandton 
precinct’).

AFSA did not require the entire build-
ing. The idea was that various groups 
would take space in AFSA House as 
consulting chambers. Members would 
continue to hold chambers in town, but 
could consult in Sandton.

Migration to Sandton
This dispensation worked well for some, 
but for others it proved too expensive 
and for yet others, the convenience of 
holding chambers in Sandton became 
irresistible. To cut a rather long and 
unhappy saga short, the Bar eventually 
resolved to allow members to take up 
approved chambers in Sandton. The 
great migration of more than 90% of the 
Bar to Sandton, was achieved by about 
2000.  Currently, about 17% of the Bar 
is housed in town.

The net result is that the Sandton pre-
cinct is now home to seven sets of 
chambers. 

Maisels Chambers (formerly AFSA 
House), The Chambers and Nedbank 
House are situated on Protea Place. 

Fountain Chambers, Rex Welsh House, 
Sandown Chambers and Village 
Chambers are in Sandown Village on 
the corner of Gwen Lane and Maude 
Street. A convenient walkway (official-
ly dubbed ‘Hilton’s Highway’ after its 
main protagonist, Epstein SC), connects 
the Sandown Village and Protea Place 
nodes of the Sandton precinct.

Maisels Chambers is home to AFSA, 
First Floor Maisels Chambers, Maisels 
Group and Three Maisels Chambers. 

The Chambers houses The Bridge 
Group, Garden Chambers and the Island 
Group. 

Nedbank House houses Group 16. 

In Sandown Village, Fountain Chambers 
is home to the Duma Nokwe Group.

Rex Welsh House houses Advocates 
Group 621.

Sandown Chambers houses Group One.

Village Chambers houses Group 21.

The Johannesburg Bar’s head lease 
over Innes Chambers has come to an 
end and it no longer houses any advo-
cates. Schreiner Chambers houses 3 
Schreiner Chambers, Group 500 and 
the Constitutional Hill Group, so called 
because of its ambition to take up 
chambers near to the Constitutional Court 
on Constitutional Hill in Braamfontein. 
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The newly refurbished Fabcos House 
houses the L Pitje Group.

The Johannesburg Bar no longer carries 
head leases over any of the buildings 
housing chambers. The Innes Chambers 
common room was for many years a 
cherished institution where seniors and 
juniors became acquainted, courtesy 
of an unwritten rule that any member 

could, uninvited, join any table for lunch 
or tea. There they were treated to the war 
stories of Maisels QC, Mendelow QC, 
Mahomed SC (later CJ), Bizos SC and 
many others. There they learned, by tea 
time, which of the judges had emerged 
from the wrong side of bed and which 
had unilaterally and summarily imposed 
any new rules of practice in unopposed 

liquidation applications. Alas, the com-
mon room is no more and groups have 
become the focal point of interaction 
between senior and junior members. 

Most groups, like successful sports 
teams, have a healthy blend of youth and 
experience and all strive for membership 
which is appropriately representative of 
the wider community.
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China delegation visit to AFSA

On Friday, 2 March 2007, a 
seven member delegation from 
the Guangzhou Arbitration 

Commission, China, visited AFSA. The del-
egation consisted of the chair, Dr Zhongqian 
Chen, vice chair Lizhi Li, secretary-gen-
eral Ms Xiaoli Wang, directors Ms Ying 
Song and Ms Guiqiao Shen, secretaries Mr 
Guanh Li and Mr Jiafu Zhou. The AFSA 
delegation were: AFSA chair Michael 
Kuper SC, AFSA Management Committee 
members Roshnee Mansingh, Leon Dicker, 
Ray Hislop, Brian Abrams, Brett Hone 
and administrative officers Isabel Terk and 
Nicola Semper.

Launch of AFSA Limpopo 
branch 
The Limpopo branch of AFSA was 
launched at Polokwane, Limpopo, on 
11 January 2007. The guest speaker was 
Judge President Bernard Ngoepe. He said 
that the hallmark of civilization, and an 
absolute prerequisite for peaceful co-exis-
tence, was the ability to resolve differences 
in a peaceful way, however passionate we 
might feel about issues involved. ‘The 
extra-curial process to resolve disputes is a 
practice of respectable antiquity; it has for 
ages been part of the tradition of all societ-
ies.’ He stressed some of the qualities that 

AFSA

Arbitration Foundation of Southern 
Africa (AFSA)

Contributed by Roshnee Mansingh, Johannesburg Bar

an arbitrator must command, eg reasonable 
intelligence, honesty, and patience.

Michael Kuper SC, national chair of AFSA, 
quoted the late Minister of Justice Dr Dullah 
Omar, who at the national launch of AFSA 
in October 1996, stated, ‘Any objective 
assessment of our complex, industrialised 
and commercial society indicates that even 
where an effective, efficient and profes-
sional judicial system is in place, there is 
yet a need at every level of society for alter-
native dispute resolution mechanisms. This 
is so because even in the most advanced 
countries with the most sophisticated judi-
cial systems, interest groups … continually 
look for a more speedy, more effective, 
more efficacious, less cumbersome, less 
expensive and less abrasive ways of resolv-
ing disputes and problems, and our country 
is no exception in this regard.’

Brett Hone, AFSA Limpopo branch man-
ager, advised that all Limpopo based advo-
cates, attorneys, accountants and businesses 
who were members of AFSA constituents, 
could become members of the branch.  
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