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Do not panic.  The following news story is entirely fictional.  We repeat 
... the following news story is entirely fictional ...

Alien Invasion iii
Yellow Cranes in a Big Hole

Anton Kruger
CapeBar.co.za

Script
Director’s Notes



SCRIPT AND DIRECTOR’S NOTES                                     ALIEN INVASION III

‘We interrupt this program’

Script: Imagine the crackling sounds of Orson Welles’ radio drama adaptation of HG Wells’ The War 
of the Worlds broadcasted on Halloween in 1938. The man himself is the TV news anchor – deep voice 
booming through a whitish beard and a steely eye under a bushy eyebrow pinning the viewers to their 
armchairs.
Director’s notes: A reminder for those younger viewers who cannot quite place Orson – ever seen 
the copier ad with the famous line “Time is money”? Still not? Barry Ronge? Really?! Deon Irish 
SC?

Script: A disclaimer streams across the bottom part of the screen – “Do not panic. 
The following news story is entirely fictional. We repeat. The following news story 
is entirely fictional.” The camera pans away to a sea of perplexed faces. On closer 
examination, the pictures are of the Parade with the City Hall in the background. 
The camera zooms in on a face where shock and dismay are replaced by defiance. 
A sound bite comes through: “Athens, jou ma se *$#@!”, accompanied by a one-
finger salute.
Director’s notes: Are the viewers supposed to recognise the announcement of 
Cape Town’s failed bid for the 2004 Summer Olympics?

“The Aliens are invading Green Point.”

Script: A 30 seconds clip of the first tripod (three legged war machine) emerging 
from deep beneath the earth in Steven Spielberg’s 2005 sci-fi adventure thriller 
War of the Worlds with surround-sound, immediately followed by an aerial shot of 
the construction site of the 2010 World Cup Soccer Stadium in Green Point panning 
sideways into a wide-angled shot at ground level focusing on the yellow cranes 
towering over the site.
Director’s notes: How about a couple of hadedas or seagulls taking off and screeching 
their protest at being disturbed in the background?

“Their war machines are ready to strike. Their evil intent is clear for all to see.”

Script: The scene changes to early evening with fog rolling in from the sea. The Mouille Point 
foghorn moans plaintively, warning of something sinister and imminent disaster. The camera swivels 
to show the yellow cranes with their red warning lights staring down at cars 
swarming by towards the City Centre and the Waterfront. The cloud cover, 
lit up by the twinkling lights of the Atlantic Seaboard metropolis, broods 
over people as small as ants spilling out of hotels onto the pavements of a 
rejuvenated Main Road.
Director’s notes: Uhmm.

“This is not their first invasion. In the 1960s they invaded the 
City Bowl and erected their silos at the base of The Mountain.”

Script: The scene changes again to show three phallic protrusions at the base 
of Devil’s Peak colloquially (and idiosyncratically) referred to as the Tampax 
Towers.
Director’s notes: According to the local property glossy, the inhabitants 
proudly proclaim their “homes” to be retro chic – it shows that people can 
get used to just about anything. But is this really the first invasion in the 
sense of Capetonians declaring their willingness to host foreigners for the 
sake of unquantifiable and fleeting reward?

“This time they announced 
their arrival on the horizon, 
but we failed to remain 
vigilant, allowing them to 
bury their iPods deep under 
the ground under cover of a 
dark summer sky.”

Script: The next scene is of Comet McNaught 
disappearing over the Atlantic Seaboard to the right 
of Lion’s Head directly above the stadium site.
Director’s notes: The comet arrived in the middle of 
January 2007 and was at its brightest in the western 
twilight after sunset.

“According to local UFOlogists, the iPods, one 
legged war machines now visible as yellow cranes, 
have been beamed down from the Mother Ship 
disguised as Comet McNaught.”

Script: A comet consists of clumps of dust and ice 

Disa Towers aka
Tampax Towers
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that plunge into the inner solar system towards the Sun in a glowing cloud of evaporated gas and 
dust with its classic tail pointing away from the Sun.
Director’s notes:  According to Albert Zijlstra of the South African Astronomical Observatory, 
the amount of gas in a comet will fit into a soccer ball. There must be a clue in this last bit of 
information as to the real purpose of the Alien Invasion.

“They communicated with us … in German. They say that we entered a competition – twice in fact 
– to win the prize of the privilege to invite them … to come and play soccer.”

Script: The camera swings back to Orson.
Director’s notes: Don’t we have footage of the South African Soccer World Cup bid teams when both 
the announcements were made - Alien Invasion II and III?

“Our leaders say that this is true. Our leaders promised them parks where they can play their 
game and also promised to build it for them. This is it … we have to OBEY!”

Script: There must be a moral to this story. Is it perhaps that whether you put up your hand to 
host Alien Athletes or soccer playing Aliens and all their Alien fans, you have to accommodate 
them, their leaders and their game?
Director’s notes: “No pain, no gain” or “Agony with the ecstasy”, whatever.

Script: Orson’s face starts to peel off in layers revealing a soccer fan with a St George’s Cross 
painted on his face. The tone of Orson’s voice changes from its deep rumble to an ever increasing 
higher pitch. A dart thuds into the side of the fan’s nose. The scene changes again to the B&W 
footage of when England last won the Soccer World Cup back in … it must have been about the time 

the Tampax Towers went up. Coincidence? During the last sentence, Orson’s voice takes on the 
desperate and undeniable whine of an English commentator towards the end of yet another 
England attempt at winning anything in sport.
Director’s notes: Is it true that some of the locals are not satisfied with the location of 
the park in Green Point? I hear they have enough advocates and attorneys involved to make 
up their own World Cup Host Team with a full substitutes bench. Apparently the lawyers 
made application to take part in 2010 as I Kapa Kapa but was turned down. However, the 
organisers heeded astronomical advice and appointed them the official suppliers of “hot air” 

to fill the World Cup soccer balls – after all, they have more natural ability and capacity to 
produce sufficient of the said gas than Comet McNaught! Their success met with such enthusiasm 

that some are already practising - see photograph.

Script: The program must end on a contemporary note, something that will appeal to younger viewers 
who may not have understood a single word or reference up to this point in time, something so 
arbitrary that it could have come straight from Anchorman. Hence, in Orson’s normal voice: -

“As Al Gore said: ‘We are ready for any unforeseen event that may or may not occur.’” 

Gary Myburgh SC, 
Susan van Zyl, Michael 
Osborne, Peter Hodes SC, 
Paul Farlam and Louise 
Ferreira all had their 
hopes of appearing on 
worldwide TV dashed 
but gamely produced 
enough hot air to fill 
four soccer balls on a 
cold and blustery Friday 
afternoon. 
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Use of soccer balls 
courtesy of Anthony of 
Mike’s Sports.


