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Changes in the Free State 

On 31 January 2008 the Free State Bar hosted a function to bid the former Judge President JP 

Malherbe farewell and to welcome his successor, Judge President HMT Musi. 

Judge President Malherbe's retirement in December 2007 concluded a 49-year career in law. He practised as a member of the Free State Bar 

from 1965 until 1984, when he was appointed as a permanent judge in this division. In 2001 he became Judge President. He set an admirable 

example of continued dedication to quality in the legal profession - most evenings the lights in the JP's chambers still glowed long after dark. 

Judge President Malherbe will be remembered for the courteous and dignified way in which he faced numerous challenges occasioned by 

the new dispensation. We wish him a happy retirement and hope he will finally have time to do all the interesting things he never had time for 

before. 

• 	 This year marks for the most senior member of the Free State Bar, Hans de Bruyn Sc. his 'silver anniversary' as a silk. Having taken silk 

25 years ago, on 26 January 1983, he currently ranks 22nd on the South African list of senior counsel. We wish him many more years of 

successful litigation . 

• 	 The Free State Bar is bursting at the seams: the Bar has had to rent additional space on the ground floor of the lustititia Building to 

accommodate six new members as well as six pupils for 2008. The new members are Raymond Rathidili from the Johannesburg Bar; Abe 

Madolo, a former regional court magistrate; Jason Johnson, Christoff Coetzer and Jan-Hertzog Els, all former attorneys; and Luzelle Adams, 

a graduate from the University of the Western Cape. The six 2008 pupils are Lawrence Manye, Mamello Thamae, Wessel Groenewald, 

Cobus Buys, Anna-Rhetha Bester and Tiaan Pienaar. 

• 	 Pieter Venter left the Bar at the end of January to practise independently, while a former member, Louis Pohl, is set to return to the Bar in 

May 2008. 

Judge President HMT Musi 

The newly appointed Judge President Musi's 

career started in 1970. He practised as an 

attorney until 1999, during which time he also 

acted as a judge in Venda in 1997 and 1998. In 

1999 he was appointed as a permanent judge in 

this division. Prior to his appointment as Judge 

President of the Free State Division, he acted in 

both the Labour Court and the Supreme Court of 

Appeal. 

We have come to respect Judge H Musi for his 

thoughtful and dignified manner, and his willing

ness to spend time to weigh up and consider all 

aspects of a matter before making a decision. We 

wish the new Judge President all the best with 

managing the transition to a new judicial system. 

Stop press: He has now also been permanently 

appointed to the Bench of the Labour Court 

of Appeal. f$1 
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