
BAR NEWS 


Norman M Davis SC 

After graduating 

at the University of 

the Witwatersrand 

(BCom LLB) and 

completing his 

articles, Norman 

M Davis (not to 

be confused with 

his colleague of 

a similar name at 

the Pretoria Bar) 

was admitted as an attorney in 1972. He 

went on to be awarded an LLM degree in 

property law, having completed his disserta

tion in expropriation law, at his alma mater 

in 1988. He practised as an attorney, notary 

and conveyancer in Johannesburg (latterly 

as a di rector of Young-Davis Inc) until 1990. 

He was admitted to the Bar in 1990 and 

joined the Johannesburg Bar at the same 

time where he practised until joining the 

Pretoria Bar in 2002. His practice is largely 

related to property and commercial issues. 

Norman is married to Corinne and resides in 

Northcliff, Johannesburg. 

Acting appointments 
The following members held acting appoint

ments since the previous issue: 

Mac Jooste SC , Hans Fa bricius SC, Hennie 

de Vos SC, Dawie Fourie SC , Brenda 

Neuki rcher SC, Ronel Tolmay SC, Regent 

Tokota Sc, Abraham Louw SC and Norman 

Davis SC. 

Circle Chambers 
seventy two members of Ci rcle Chambers 

moved to the new development at the 

Brooklyn Ci rcle at the end of 2007. 

Construction of the other buildings will 

hopefully be completed within the fi rst 

quarter of the year, after which it will look 

more like advocates' chambers than a build

ing site. We will have some photographs in 

the next issue of the official opening party 

for attorneys that took place in February. 

In memoriam 
Two of our colleagues passed away since 

the previous newsletter. Kay Kekana 

passed away on 22 December 2007 from 

complications of injuries sustained in a 

hijacking incident. Pieter Moolman, previ

ouslyof New Court Chambers, passed 

away during January 2008, a day or so 

after his 50th birthday. Our condolences 

go out to their loved ones and friends. 

The work of the Bar 
'There is a further sense in which I w ill be promoting the Bar - both here and abroad. 

Barristers are the leading-edge problem-solvers in the law: if you have a difficult point of 

Chancery Law you seek advice from and representation by a special ist criminal barrister. 

The reason why you go to such practitioners for advice is that they are able accurately and 

expertly to predict, in the light of the facts and the law, how a court or tribunal w ill rule in 

a case. The knowledge and ski ll which comes from the Bar's work at the end of the litiga

tion process is what is needed before any such process gets under way. Barristers are best 

placed to anticipate the outcome, and therefore advise on the appropriate response. 

So I intend loudly to proclaim our expertise here and around the world. Too often one 

f inds that a barrister has not been instructed, or instructed early enough, or that costs have 

been wasted on fruitless enquiries because there is a simple point, which determines the 

case.' 

Timothy Dutton QC, chair of the Bar of England and Wales in Counsel, November 2007 . 
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