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Benjamin Disraeli would have identified with the article, 'A cure for Middle Age' published in the December 2007 issue of Advocate. In Letter 

XV to The Times, 1836, under the pseudonym Runnymede he wrote: 

'I think the Cabinet might take to cricket - they are a choice eleven. With their peculiarly patriotic 

temperaments, and highly national feelings, they might venture, I think, to play against "All 

England." Lord Palmerston and Lord Glenelg, with their talent for keeping in, would assuredly secure 

a good score. Lord John, indeed, with all his flourishing, will probably end in knocking down his own 

wicket; and as for Sir Cam, the chances certainly are that he will be 'caught out', experiencing the 

same fate in play as in politics. If you could only engage Lord Durham to fling sticks at the seals of 

the Foreign Office, and the agile Mr Ellice to climb a greasy pole for the Colonial portfolio, I think 

you will have provided a very entertaining programme of Easter sports' (WF Monypenny The Life of 

Benjamin Disraeli, Earl of Beaconsfield Vol 1, page 321). 

Not that Disraeli would have qualified as a member of a Bar cricket team: 

'In April 1827 he was entered at Lincoln's Inn with a view, in due course, to being called to the Bar. He seems to have kept his terms regu

larly for nearly a couple of years but there is nothing to show that beyond eating his dinners and paying his dues he gave any serious labour to 

preparation for a Barrister's career. (Monypenny at page 115). 

That Disraeli was no admirer of the Bar can be gathered from the remarks by Vivian Gray in Disraeli's eponymous novel where the hero is 

contemplating his future: 

'The Bar? Pooh! Law and bad jokes until you are 40, and then, with the utmost success, the prospect of gout and a coronet. Besides, to be a 

great advocate you need to be a great lawyer, and to be a great lawyer you must abandon the prospect of being a great man.' 

Well. F:1 
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