
BAR NEWS

Two senior members of the Free State Bar, Majeli 

Wessels SC (the present chairman) and Fouché 

Jordaan SC (a former chairman), together with Jake 

Moloi, a former state attorney, are on the short list to 

be interviewed by the Judicial Services Commission 

for a special appointment to the Free State Bench. 
A former member and Advocate correspondent, Zachia Eloff, has 

exchanged the Free State plains for greener pastures - or, in her case, 
the colourful trees (‘lots and lots and LOTS of them’) and for beautiful 
Lake Champlain of Vermont and a highly acclaimed environmental law 
programme. She enjoys being right in the middle of such crucial topi-
cal events as the melting of the North Sea ice-fields and its concomitant 
jurisdictional and geopolitical disputes, competing oil claims, sustainable 
energy resources and rubbing shoulders with 15 experienced fellow-LLMs 
from around the world: six Americans from the Navy, the Marines, Kansas, 
New York, Vermont and Alaska, a Chinese professor of law, a lady lawyer 
from Brazil and two French avocats. 

Bernard Bantjes and Louis Pohl, two former members, on the other 
hand, have decided that the Free State Bar is not such a bad place after 
all and have taken up chambers again. Bernard is back from a lengthy 
involvement in the ‘Boeremag’ trials in Pretoria and Louis has returned 
from a short detour to the attorneys’ profession as a director of Honey & 
Partners Inc in Bloemfontein.

The Free State Bench now boasts a formidable team of four female 
judges: Judge Shamin Ebrahim, formerly of the Johannesburg Bar, in 
2002 was the first and for a further four years the only female judge 
to be permanently appointed to the Free State Bench. She was joined 
in February 2006 by Judge Corné van Zyl, a former member of the Free 
State Bar, and at the time South Africa’s youngest permanently appointed 
judge. In March 2008 their fair ranks were reinforced by Judge Constance 
Mocumie, former prosecutor, magistrate, Justice College lecturer and 
acting judge in both the Northern Cape and the Free State. In July 2008 
the three were joined by Judge Mahube Molemela, former prosecutor, 
attorney, arbitrator and military judge with true Bloemfontein roots. 

All four honoured us with their presence at Emoya Estate on 29 
August, where our annual function for the judges of the Free State 
Provincial Division and the Supreme Court of Appeal was taking place. 
Guests enjoyed typical Free State hospitality, mingling over drinks and 
hors-d’oeuvres in the lapa, wining and dining over beautifully appointed 
white damask and roses, the ‘young’ (safely facing Justices of Appeal 
Harms, Brandt and Lewis, to name but a few, from behind the roses 
rather than The Bar) were graciously allowed to co-reminisce about the 
Bar and Bench of yesteryear and the exciting challenges facing the judi-
ciary today. The highlight of this memorable evening undoubtedly was 
the	moving,	yet	humorous,	personal	account,	by	special	request,	of	the	
newly appointed President of the SCA, Justice Lex Mpati, of the trials and 
tribulations of a human rights lawyer and advocate in pre-1994 South 
Africa. 

Finally, lest you think the Free State Bar does nothing but ‘hob-nob’ 
with judges: our very own cricket team valiantly took on scores of attor-
neys at a special Business Cricket Day at St Andrews in April. What was 
the final score? Let’s just say they have since received several invitations to 
play teams from Kloppers, the Mangaung Municipality and the like. 
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Free State’s four female judges. From left to right:  Judges Shamin 
Ebrahim, Mahube Molemela, Corné van Zyl and Constance  
Mocumie at a welcoming function for Judge Molemela by the FS Bar.

Formal dinner at Emoya Estate. At the dinner, from left to right: Neil 
Snellenburg, Henry Benade, Majeli Wessels SC, Judge Lex Mpati, 
President of the SCA, Judge Shamin Ebrahim,  Free State Judge 
President HM Musi (not visible on photo), Judge of Appeal PC 
Combrinck, at the annual black-tie dinner for judges by the FS Bar.

Vrystaat Balie se 2008-krieketspan. Voor van links na regs: Peter 
Fischer, Neil Snellenburg, Me Human Jnr.
Agter van links na regs: Christoff Coetzer, Jason Johnson, André 
Burger Snr,  André Burger Jnr, Wessel Groenewald, Craig Human.
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