
Acting appointments
Several of our members have held acting 

appointments as judges during the past 

months. Hendrik van der Linde SC has acted 

in Graaff-Reinet and Grahamstown and, at 

the time of writing this article, was acting 

in Port Elizabeth. Glenn Goosen SC has an 

acting appointment in Grahamstown from 

13 to 31 October 2008.  

Pupils
At the date of this contribution the pupils 

were anxiously awaiting their results.

New premises
The Bar has begun, in earnest, exploring the 
avenues open to it when it comes to securing 
new premises as our lease expires in two 
years time. At the time of going to the press, 
there were two competing proposals on the 
table.  

Firstly, there is a proposal that the Bar 
relocate to the old Port Elizabeth Club which 
has in its favour the fact that the club is a 
beautiful old building and moreover is in 

walking distance from the High Court.  

The second proposal is that the Bar move 

to the beachfront.  The advantages of this 

move will include beautiful sea views, a 

modern custom-designed building and the 

proximity of numerous restaurants in a ‘good 

area.’  

Our irrepressible and long-suffering chair-

man has been saddled with the unenviable 

task of shepherding the strong-minded, 

some would say opinionated, members of his 

flock to a common geographical destiny.
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  Impressions 
    of a 
    conference

‘Clearly the junior Bar is doing very well for itself,’  

said a silk from my Bar in a wry voice, while he 

raised his one eyebrow to mock chide me and 

looked at me over the brim of his spectacles. 

This was after I announced that I, too, would be 

joining their group at the World Bar Conference 

(the ‘Conference’  - sorry, I just couldn’t resist the 

opportunity to do that!) in Ireland and Northern 

Ireland. 

After completing my first uneventful year in 

practice, I decided to leap from the frying pan into 

the fire and get myself properly into debt. Perhaps 

the attraction was the European Summer, meeting 

other members of the junior Bars, or the expected 

visit to the Jamieson’s distillery. After paying for 

my biggest business expense since my Bar fees, I 

was looking forward to becoming an ‘unconven-

tional conventionalist’  at the conference. 

This story begins in our local cafeteria at 

Chambers after a member, who slavishly submits 

articles to this publication regarding newswor-

thy	events	at	the	PE	Bar,	requested	that	I	submit	

an article focusing on a ‘Junior perspective in 

Ireland’ (and by that, please read ‘social perspec-

tive’). I eagerly accepted the invitation (my first 

mistake) and the deadline (my second mistake). 

It suppose I accepted the challenge because of 

some misguided sense of duty to prove that other 

events occur at the PE Bar besides ‘Goosen SC 

and Mouton SC acted during the first and second 

terms respectively.’  

I met up with my travelling partner in 

Johannesburg who, as I later found out while 

we	animatedly	spoke	 in	the	queue	to	board	the	

plane, was having problems using her wi-fi con-

nection in the travellers’ lounge to send Trial 

Particulars to an attorney, which were overdue. 

(Candice Mey was my mentor during my pupil-

lage and I like to blame her for any bad habits I 

may have adopted.)

David Smith 
of the Port 
Elizabeth Bar 
attended the 
World Bar 
Conference 
in Dublin. He 
comments as 
follows:
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