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A photograph dated 1928 in the Long Room 
at Newlands cricket stadium, shows the 

Rt Hon HED Watermeyer (who became Chief 
Justice in 1943), then a puisne judge in the CPD, 
with a rakish looking tilt to his cloth cap and 
Judge RP Davis ready to open the batting. The 
photograph was taken to commemorate the 
annual game between the Cape Bar and the 
WPCC Wednesday IX at Newlands. In October 
2008, in keeping with tradition, we invited 
old stalwarts to support the Bar team against 
the WPCC Chairman’s XI. And we were not 
disappointed.

Former Judge Pat Tebbut popped in; and retired Supreme Court 
of Appeal Judge Robin Marais and Gys Hofmeyr SC and their wives 
joined us. Clive van Ryneveld, former double international and 
member of the Bar team in the 1950s came to wish us well and 
joined the team photograph - look for the 23rd player in the middle 
of the front row. In 1949, Van Ryneveld not only received his Oxford 
Blue but played three international rugby test games at centre for 
England against Wales, Ireland and Scotland. On his return to Cape 
Town, he played for the Bar team, the WP team and captained South 
Africa at cricket in the 1956 series against the English. He left the Bar 
in 1957 when he was elected Member of Parliament for East London.

While the stalwarts turned out to support us, they lamented that 
the passing of time had seen the games move to the weekend as 
the practice of closing the banks, courts and attorneys offices on 
Wednesdays fell away.

The October 2008 Bar v WPCC Chairman’s XI match at the 
Vineyard Oval got off to an ominous start. Our team was offered 
the toss, but we succumbed to a bit too much democracy as team 
pressure forced a consensus decision to bowl first. With sea mist 
coming off Table Bay across the Cape Flats and our bowlers caught in 
an incoming north-wester, I feared the worst. But our talented team 
performed well and showed flair for tight bowling:, Roy Gordon 1 
for 20 off 7 overs, John Rogers 1 for 12 off 6 overs, Attie Heyns 2 
for 17 off 5 overs and Anwar Albertus SC 1 for 17 off 4 overs. Jan, 
another newcomer to the Bar, took a lovely high catch at third man, 
and Heinrich Janse van Rensburg celebrated his joining the Bar with 
bowling figures of 1 for 18. If it weren’t for Brett Tilley hitting 75 of 
the WPCC total of 128, our opposition would have been in trouble. 
Only one other WPCC batsman got double figures - Eddie Dixon, 
with a patient 26.

For the Bar team, Dave Melunsky, like the old gunslinger Sir 
Vivian Richards, once again took the fight to the opposition scor-
ing 41 in the face of a talented bowling attack. Admittedly, he was 
ably assisted by the north-wester easing off a bit. Roy Gordon’s 32, 
together with Anwar Albertus’ and John Rogers’ scores of 12 and 
14, very much kept us in the game. The required run rate acceler-
ated first to 5 an over, then 6, then 8 an over, until 18 off 12 balls 
were required for a win. I came in to bat with 2 balls to face and was 
(incorrectly) informed that we were chasing a target of 4, instead of 
3, off 2 balls - shades of Pollock getting the Duckworth Lewis system 
wrong again. I received a short ball which I nicked into my ribs on the 
run. The last ball was to Heinrich, who blocked the ball to 2 metres 
from the stumps. I thought we had lost by then, but ran anyway 
remembering a nosey foreigner asking me why Alan Donald didn’t 
run in the World Cup semi-final in 1999.

Much to our relief, we found that we had tied the game. Both 
teams were 128 for 7 off the allotted 35 overs.

As the sun set, the conversation flowed. Lappies Labuschagne 
provided a great spit braai and handed out Witblits fines with which 
we toasted the new members of the Bar. We thank WPCC for a great 
match, wonderful camaraderie and an excellent tea and spitbraai.

Captain’s match report: 
The revival of an 80 year old contest
Contributed by Joel Krige, Cape Bar

Anwar Albertus SC, and Gys Hofmeyr SC and Justice Robin Marais of the 
Supreme Court of Appeal (both retired), bathed in gentle late afternoon 
sunshine at the Vineyard Oval - what better place to have a deep conver-
sation about the history of the Maritime Law Association of South Africa?


