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The Cape Town Press Club hosted three 
speakers at the historic launch of Freedom 

under Law at Kelvin Grove, Cape Town, on 23 
January 2009.

Freedom under Law (FUL) aims to promote, protect and advance 
understanding of and respect for the rule of law, in particular in 
Southern Africa. It is the purpose of this not-for-profit organisation to 
promote democracy under law and to seek to secure and strengthen 
the independence of the judiciary through the selection, training and 
advancement of a judiciary appropriate to the needs of a constitu-
tional democracy. It advocates the advance of the independence, 
skills and education of the legal profession in serving the courts and 
to enhance communication and understanding between the judiciary, 
legal profession, academic lawyers, the media and society at large. 
It also wishes to protect, promote and advance freedom of speech 
and freedom of the media in relation to the administration of justice 
and in courts. FUL may also assist in or commence lawsuits in its own 
name in the fullness of time.

The speakers exemplified the founding characteristics of this 
new foundation: the independence of The Rt Hon the Lord Steyn, 
chairman of the FUL International Advisory Board, an outspoken 
critic of the US-UK War on Terror and FA Mann lecturer in 2005 on 
“Guantanamo Bay: a legal black hole,” the forthrightness of Justice 
Johann Kriegler, former judge of the Constitutional Court and chair-
man of the Independent Electoral Commission and current lecturer 
on judicial and electoral matters on five continents under the aus-
pices of international agencies, as well as chairman of FUL’s Southern 
African Board of Directors; and the clear voice of Beatrice Mtetwa, 
President of the Zimbabwe Law Society and member of FUL’s 
Southern African Board of Directors, who had the audience from all 

walks of the legal profession in Cape Town spellbound 
by her graphic report on the cur-
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and human rights crisis in Zimbabwe.

In 2009, FUL is likely to focus on the 

collapse of legal norms in Zimbabwe and 

the threat to democracy posed by disputed 

elections; dangers in politicising the judiciary 

and its decisions; and the implications and 

consequences of executive non-compliance 

with orders of court, especially relating to the 

implementation of economic rights related 

to poverty, disease, housing and employment 

and the rights of refugees.

Other members of the FUL International 

Advisory Board are Shami Chakrabarti, direc-

tor of the National Council for Civil Liberties 

and a Master of the Bench of Middle Temple, 

Justice Nathaniel R Jones, former judge 

of the US Court of Appeals for the Sixth 

Circuit and an international observer for the 

first democratic elections in South Africa in 

1994, Professor Jeffrey Jowell QC, profes-

sor of law at University College London, a 

practising barrister at Blackstone Chambers 

and the UK member on the Council of 

Europe’s Commission for Democracy through 

Law, Sir Sydney Kentridge QC, renowned 

internationally as a member of the Nelson 
Mandela defence team and representative 
of the family in the Steve Biko inquest and 
for his international human rights work 
over many years, Dr Mamphela Ramphele, 
anti-apartheid activist, Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal of the University of Cape Town 
and current trustee on the board of the 
Rockefeller Foundation in New York, The 
Hon Soli Sorabjee SC, former Attorney 
General for India and a member of various 
United Nations Human Rights Commission 
bodies reporting on human rights situations 
in Nigeria and East Timor, and Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu, a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner in 1984 and South African activist for 
democracy.

FUL’s Southern African Board of Directors 
comprises a wide diversity of nationali-
ties, backgrounds and perspectives. Other 
members are Elize Angula, former president 
of the Law Society of Namibia and Councillor 
of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association 
practising in Windhoek, Professor Hugh 
Corder, former Dean of Law at the University 
of Cape Town and prolific author in the fields 

of constitutional and administrative law, 
Ezra Davids, partner in and head of Bowman 
Gilfillan’s Corporate Department and recently 
returned and enthusiastic participant in 
the US Election campaign of now President 
Obama, Jeremy Gauntlett SC, current co-
chair of the International Bar Association’s 
Forum for Barristers and Advocates and 
former chairman of the Cape Bar and the 
General Council of the Bar of South Africa, 
Kgomotso Moroka SC, a member of the 
Judicial Service Commission and Advocates 
for Transformation nominee on the General 
Council of the Bar of South Africa and 
member of various companies’ and NGOs’ 
boards, Dr Frederick Mostert, a member of 
various humanitarian not-for-profit, charita-
ble and advisory boards and lead counsel of 
Richemont, and Dumisa Ntsebeza SC, former 
commissioner on the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission investigating apartheid era 
human rights violations and occasionally 
serving as its deputy and acting chair.

The launch was an auspicious start to yet 
another development in our South African 
constitutional democracy.
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