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Concomitant with its 
unprecedented growth, 

the Free State Bar now boasts 
a record number of nine silks: 
Jimmy Claasen and Johann 
Daffue are the most recent 
additions to the ranks of 
our senior circle. Both are 
old Kovsies; both previously 
practised as attorneys, notaries 
and conveyancers; both have 
a string of law degrees and 
both hold post-graduate 
qualifications from Europe: 
Jimmy an LLD from Leyden in 
the Netherlands and Johann an 
MBA from the Buckinghamshire 
Chilterns University College in 
England.

Jimmy joined the UOFS Law Faculty as 
professor of Private Law in 1976. He has 
been a member of the Free State Bar since 
1986, has served in the Bar Council and 
has acted as a judge in the Free State High 
Court. He took silk on 4 September 2008. 

And just to balance the scale: he is an enthu-
siastic golfer, albeit, on his own version, with 
a sizeable handicap.

Johann joined the FS Bar in 1989. He is 
a current member of the Bar Council, has 
been actively involved in advocacy training 
and took silk on 22 April 2009. Johann is as 
enthusiastic a sportsman: as a former pro-
vincial athlete and member of the SA u/19 

rugby side, he kept fit in subsequent years by 
running and cycling, and has no fewer than 
13 Argus Cycle Tours to his name. 

Members
Peet van Rooyen SC presently acts in the Free 
State High Court, as did Corrie Ploos van 
Amstel SC in the last term of 2008.

The FS Bar lost one member and forth-
with gained another: Luzelle Adams after 
the election exchanged her career in law for 
a seat in Parliament as MP for COPE, and, as 
if life at the Bar is not hectic enough, former 
Potchefstroom graduate, Hellen Hlatshwako, 
joined us as dual member of both the Free 
State and Johannesburg Bars, willingly opting 
to commute between the two cities on a 
regular basis. 

Well, even the Stork has not passed the 
Free State Bar by: in a span of four months 
no less than four new real ‘ Baby Juniors’  
arrived or are due to arrive to follow (even 
though, hopefully, only in twenty years’ time) 
in the footsteps (or robes) of proud fathers: 
Coetzer, Els, Human and Grobler.

Romance has not stayed out either. 
Wedding bells rang on 3 April 2009 for Allen 
and Hetta Williams and we had the rare privi-
lege of doffing our solemn black robes and 
partaking in a joyous celebration right in the 
middle of a beautiful, sunny Friday morning. 

And just to rub it in: yes, we are adrena-
line junkies. And, yes, we do spend our free 
time on all kinds of weird and wonderful 
things: like the trip to the Orange River, 
somewhere on the planes between Douglas 
and Hopetown, where Jordaan (now of 
the Free State Bench), Benade, Grewar and 
Steenkamp, armoured with life jackets, hel-
mets, oars and LOTS of refreshments risked 
life and limb to rush in rubber rafts through 
rapids, rocks and, finally, Hell’s Gate itself. 
And, miraculously, lived to tell it…  
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The two new SCs of the Free State Bar: Jimmy Claassen and Johann Dafue.

Benade & Co gearing up for Hell’s Gate.


