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BAR NEWS

Pretoria Bar
By Henk Havenga SC

Bar Council for 2010/2011
The members of the Pretoria Bar Council for 2010/2011 are: 

Hennie de Vos SC (chairman), McCaps Motimele SC (deputy chair-
man), SJ Maritz SC, BR Tokota SC, CA da Silva SC, SM Lebala SC, 
JG Naudé, SK Hassim, HR Fourie, FW Botes, J Holland-Müter, CM 
Dredge, AT Ncongwane, TR Masevhe, MPD Chabedi, SM Malatji, MS 
Mphahlele, DT Skosana (honorary secretary), K Alheit and M Gwala 
(secretary).

New appointments to the Bench
In the last issue of Advocate, we reported on the permanent appoint-
ment of Ronél Tolmay SC to the Bench. Judge Tolmay has now been 
joined by Hans Fabricius SC who was elevated to the Bench in May 
2010. Congratulations! 

Judge Ronél Tolmay
The Pretoria Bar 

is extremely proud 
of the fact that 
another member 
of our Bar, Judge 
Ronél Tolmay, has 
been permanently 
appointed to the 
Bench. Judge Tolmay, 
who was born in 
Schweizer Reneke, 
obtained her BJuris 
(cum laude) at the 
then Potchefstroom 
University (now North 
West University) 

and her LLB in Pretoria before joining the Pretoria Bar in 1986. As 
with most of us, her career started off with a typical junior practice 
with pro deo criminal work, magistrates court trials and unopposed 
motions. During the course of her career she had extensive exposure 
to family law, personal injury matters, administrative law, consti-
tutional, commercial and insolvency law. Judge Tolmay took silk in 
2004. She was an active member of the Pretoria Bar and a member 
of various of its subcommittees, including the Archives Committee, 
the Ethics Committee, the Transformation Committee and the 
Disciplinary Committee. She was also a member of the Bar Council 
in 2005. She lectured in legal training, mentored pupils and was 
a director of the section 21 company responsible for the planning 
and management of the new Circle Chambers, of which she was 
a member until her appointment. She also served on the Personnel 
Committee.

Judge Ronél Tolmay was, during the early 1990s, involved as a 
founder member of ‘Women in Law,’ an organisation which had as 
its goal the advancement of the position of women in the legal pro-
fession. She held acting appointments in the North Gauteng Bench 
on several occasions since 2005 and also assisted on a voluntary basis 
with the hearing of criminal appeals in order to overcome the back 
log in this province.

Judge Tolmay had a successful career at the Pretoria Bar over a 
period of 22 years, commencing practice at a time when it was diffi-
cult for women to get the necessary exposure and opportunities. She 

persevered and has no doubt helped to change the perception of 
the viability of law as a career choice for women and also in chang-
ing perceptions about women’s ability to function successfully in a 
demanding and competitive environment. 

The Pretoria Bar welcomes the permanent appointment of Judge 
Tolmay and wishes her well.

Regter Hans Fabricius
deur Ernst van Graan SC, Pretoria-Balie

Hans Fabricius SC, die vierde mees senior lid van die Pretoriase Balie, 
is gedurende Mei 2010 aangestel as regter van die Hooggeregshof 
van Noord-Gauteng.

Regter Hans Fabricius
Hans, gebore 

in Duitsland, het 

gedurende 1955 

met sy ouers na 

Suid-Afrika emigreer. 

Nadat hy in 1955 

aan CBC (Pretoria) 

gematrikuleer het, 

het hy sy nasionale 

diensplig in die SA 

Vloot voltooi. Sy 

loopbaan in die 

regte het ‘n aan-

vang geneem toe hy 

gedurende die jare 

1965 tot 1970 by die 

destydse Departement van Justisie gedien het as ‘n klerk by die 

kantoor van die Meester van die Hooggeregshof en die kantoor 

van die Prokureur-Generaal. Hans het die grade BA (Regte) en LLB 

aan Unisa behaal waar hy ook as junior lektor (1971 tot 1973) 

werksaam was. Sy intense belangstelling in die reg spreek uit die 

periodes waartydens hy navorsing by die Max Plank Instituut vir 

Buitelandse en Internasionale Reg gedoen het (1974 tot 1975; 2002 

en 2004). Gedurende 1974 is hy toegelaat as ‘n advokaat van die 

Hooggeregshof van Suid-Afrika. Hy word in Junie 1975 het lid van 

die Pretoriase Vereniging van Advokate. Senior status verwerf hy in 

1989. Vanaf 1990 tot 2010 was hy dikwels waarnemende regter. Hy 

het ook as ‘n ad hoc-lid van die voormalige Nywerheidshof gedien 

waar sy uitdagende uitsprake (bv met betrekking tot die plig om 

met vakbonde te onderhandel) destyds aan hom die status van 

‘links van die regering ‘ besorg het. Artikels en uitsprake deur hom 

geskryf, getuig van sy vernuwende beskouings oor anti-sensuur, 

arbeidsgeskille, anti-sekuriteitswetgewing en konstitusionele reg. Hy 

is verslaan as die kandidaat van die Progressiewe Federale Party vir 

die parlementêre verkiesing van die 1977 in Rissik (‘n ou bastion van 

die Nasionale Party). Hy het ook op die Noord-Transvaalse uitvoer-

ende komitee van die PFP gedien. Hans het waardevolle bydraes 

gelewer tot die Balie as lid en ondervoorsitter van die Balieraad 

van Pretoria en hy was ook by geleentheid lid van die Algemene 

Balieraad van Suid-Afrika. Hans se onverskrokke benadering tot 

menseregte, het geblyk toe die Balieraad van Pretoria op ‘n verbod 

teen rookgewoontes in kamers besluit het. Hy het na ‘n aflegging 

van die gewoonte ‘n brief aan die Balieraad oor die onkonstitusionele 

aard van die verbod gerig en sy rookgewoonte hervat. 

Hans se ‘groot liefde,’ Marica Moyses, het twintig jaar as kol-
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lega saam met hom gepraktiseer. Hans het twee seuns, Bernard en 

Roland (tans ‘n kandidaat prokureur), ‘n stiefdogter, Kim en twee 

kleinkinders.

Gedurende sy loopbaan as praktiserende advokaat het sy passie 

vir reise in die buiteland, sy uittogte in die Afrika landskap, seiljag ter 

see, opera en jazz, sy onwrikbare belangstelling in die reg gekomple-

menteer en hom toeganklik gehou het vir sy eksentrieke vriende, by 

menige maaltye waar goeie wyn gevloei het.

Ons groet jou Hans, kollega, mentor en vriend van die Pretoria 

Balie, vir jou nuwe loopbaan as ‘n voltydse lid van die regbank van 

Suid-Afrika. 

Acting appointments
Thys Snyman acted in the Limpopo High Court, Thohoyandou, 
during the period April 2008 to June 2009 and again during 
November to December 2009. He was for a number of years an asso-
ciate member of the Pretoria Bar, but returned as a full time member 
in December 2009.

Prestasies
Danie van Loggerenberg SC is aangestel as buitengewone professor 
in Siviele Reg by Tuks vanaf begin 2010. Veels geluk!

Ben Swart SC oorwin Everest!
Ben Swart SC van  Brooklynkamers was op 17 Mei 2010 een van 9 
Suid-Afrikaners wat die hoogste bergpiek in die wêreld bereik het. 
Die span het SA reeds aan die einde Maart verlaat vir die lang tog na 
Tibet. By die skrywe van hierdie bydrae was Ben nog op pad terug 
van sy tog en ons hoop om in die volgende uitgawe ‘n volledige 
artikel te plaas oor sy wedervaringe. Die Balie is trots op jou, Ben!

Ben is derde van links.

Sirkelkamers en sy sportmanne
The Argus: Despite the strong wind, members of the Circle 
Chambers again achieved good times in The Argus. Results are: Chris 
Erasmus 3:22, Piet van Niekerk 3:31, Allen Liversage 3:19. Jonathan 
De Beer finished the race in good time, but due to a lost racing chip, 
his time did not qualify. He did however finish the Comrades in a 
qualifying time in May 2010!

Jaco van Heerden
Jaco, a member of three years stand-

ing practising from Circle Chambers in 

Brooklyn, is currently a Carlton League 

Referee, which is the most senior level for 

referees in Pretoria. In April 2010 he was 

nominated by the South African Rugby 

Refereeing Union (SARRU) as a contender 

to be on the provincial panel of referees. 

He refereed at numerous tournaments this year under the watchful 

eyes of Andre Watson (National Manager of Referees) and Tappe 

Henning (National Coach). Jaco refereed at the 2010 Craven Week 

in June/July. 

To have reached this accolade of being one of fifteen contenders 

for the provincial panel, it took many a fitness test, law examina-

tions, performance assessments, and this over and above the hours 

spent in training and preparation. Jaco is quite rapidly making 

inroads with his career as a referee in addition to being an advocate, 

as it is his dream, after getting on the provincial panel, to be pro-

moted to the national panel. When asked how refereeing has influ-

enced his life and enjoyment of sport, he commented as follows:

‘Refereeing has had a major influence in my life. It taught me 

many things of value – like being able to think under pressure, 

staying calm when there are all sorts of emotions flying around, and 

being fair and considering both sides in a situation became second 

nature. (Very much  the same as being an advocate…) Before refer-

eeing, being fair often took a conscious effort, but refereeing made 

it part of my arsenal. Oddly enough, refereeing has spoiled my sport 

watching. I tend to watch with dampened emotions. And when it 

comes to rugby this is even truer 

as I always have an eye on the 

referee and what he is doing.

I am always interested in and 

amenable to having discussions 

with players and coaches before 

and/or after a match, about 

the game and my decisions as 

a referee. I think the reason for 

being so unperturbed in having 

those debates is that I have the 

confidence derived from know-

ing the modern game with its 

law variations and in most cases 

understand what the coaches and 

teams are trying to achieve. 

I endeavor to be a conductor 

of the game of rugby, and not 

a law-enforcer. Therefore, most 

games I am involved in will be 

seen as entertaining. As a con-

ductor, I aim to contribute to the game and reward positive rugby.

I am very grateful for all the support from my fellow colleagues, 

referees and friends but especially my parents.’

Acting appointments
The following members of the Pretoria Bar held acting appointments 
in Pretoria during the term April to June 2010: Hans Fabricius SC 
(now permanently appointed); Bert Bam SC, James Goodey SC and 
Piet Ebersohn.


