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GCB NEWS

Press releases by the GCB

SADC rulings and the 
Government of Zimbabwe
On 5 August 2010 the SADC Lawyers Association 

issued a press release in the following terms:
‘The SADC Lawyers Association wishes to express its dismay over 

the continued disregard of SADC Tribunal Rulings by the Government 
of Zimbabwe. In June 2009, the SADC Lawyers Association issued 
a statement welcoming the 5 June 2009 ruling of the SADC 
Tribunal in the case of Mike Campbell and others vs. The Republic 
of Zimbabwe. In the same statement we urged the SADC Heads of 
State and Government to be robust and decisive in their treatment of 
Zimbabwe as they have been in the case of the unelected govern-
ment of Andri Rajolina in Madagascar.

 It is however sad to note that the SADC Heads of State and 
Government have continued to give the Government of Zimbabwe 
special treatment and to turn a blind eye to its continued disregard 
of the rule of law and lack of respect for regional institutions.  This 
in turn has given the Government of Zimbabwe the boldness and 
confidence to continue to trample on and trash the jurisdiction of 
the SADC Tribunal. On the 16th of July 2010, the SADC Tribunal 
issued another ruling confirming that the Government of Zimbabwe 
was in contempt of the Tribunal’s previous rulings. In response, the 
Zimbabwean Minister of Justice Patrick Chinamasa stated that the 
Tribunal “could make as many such judgments as possible” but this 
would not change the government’s stance on the land issue. 
Clearly therefore, the Government of Zimbabwe is not going to 
abide by the Tribunal rulings by its own free will. We therefore urge 
the SADC Heads of State and Government at the forthcoming 
SADC Summit to be held from the 16-18th of August in Windhoek, 
Namibia to take a principled stand and to condemn the actions 
of the Zimbabwean Government in the interests of regional cohe-
sion and integrity. In particular the Heads of State and Government 
should urge its member states including Zimbabwe to respect 
regional institutions which play an important role in defining who we 
are as a region. Continued silence on the actions of the Zimbabwean 

authorities will only help to play into the hands of sceptics who 
doubt the ability of the regional leaders to deal effectively with the 
Government of Zimbabwe and its leaders. 

The attitude of the Zimbabwean authorities makes a mockery 
of the SADC Tribunal which is supposed to function as part of the 
system of justice to cement the regional integration efforts of the 
citizens of SADC. The regional judiciary should be respected and 
given the appropriate protection from irresponsible statements made 
by politicians.

Further the SADC Heads of State are urged to ensure that there is 
finality in the matters referred to the Summit by the SADC Tribunal. 
The credibility of the SADC Tribunal relies on the collective will 
and effort of the SADC Heads of State to enforce its decisions. We 
therefore urge the SADC Heads of State to enforce the decisions 
of the SADC Tribunal in order to create a predictable and transpar-
ent system of regional justice which is crucial for the economic and 
human development of the SADC region.’

While steering clear of making any comment on political matters, 
the General Council of the Bar of South Africa (GCB) is profoundly 
disturbed by the stance adopted by the Government of Zimbabwe, 
the failure by the SADC Heads of State to deal with this and the 
consequences that hold for the operation of International Law in the 
region and for the sanctity of the rule of law.

The GCB accordingly calls upon all concerned, and particularly the 
Government of Zimbabwe, to ensure compliance with International 
Law in the region and that the Rule of Law is effectively applied and 
not disregarded.

6 August 2010

Advanced Advocacy Training
Advanced Advocacy at the Wallenberg, Stellenbosch 

University, 10-15 January 2011
The Advocacy Training Committee of the GCB will hold its inaugural 
advanced advocacy course at the Wallenberg Centre, Stellenbosch 
University, from 10 – 15 January 2011. The course is the first of 
its kind in South Africa.  It will be held annually. It is an intensive, 
rigorous course that aims to improve trial advocacy skills, including 
trial preparation, witness handling, expert witness handling and the 

Dear Member,

2010 is simply flying past and I’m sure your calen-

dar is quickly filling, however it’s not too late to 

enjoy the ‘Early Bird’ registration rates for next 

year’s 17th Commonwealth Law Conference in the 

historic city of Hyderabad, India.

We have an interesting range of topics that will 

be addressed by a respected range of speakers 

from within the profession. The conference will 
run from the 5th to the 9th February, 2011. 

 

Please take a moment to visit the website at: 
www.commonwealthlaw2011.org.
 

We hope you will join us for what promises to 
be an exciting event.

Commonwealth Lawyers’ Association
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