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The editorial committee of Advocate has decided to devote a special issue to  the Middle Temple and SA 
Conference which was held in Cape Town from 23-26 September 2010. The papers have been grouped according 
to topic. In this issue papers on judicial and professional independence and comparative law are published. 

Statement of Conference

Following full debate and discussion, the Middle Temple South Africa Conference, convened in Cape Town on Heritage Day, 2010 

•  pays tribute to the achievement of constitutional democracy in South Africa, and to the role of judges and lawyers in that arduous 
process;

•  notes the fundamental importance of the Rule of Law as a founding value in the Constitution of South Africa and as a constitutional 
principle in the United Kingdom and Ireland;

•  expresses its commitment to the independence of the judiciary and to an independent Bar and legal profession in both of our 
jurisdictions and beyond;

•  underlines the need for the appointment of a diverse and inclusive judiciary on the grounds of merit, free of political influence;

• s upports the autonomy of prosecuting authorities in their decisions to prosecute and in the handling of prosecutions;

• supports independent media, freedom of speech and access to information as essential to fair trials and the Rule of Law;

•  welcomes the prospect of continued close relations and reciprocal support between the judiciary and the Bars of our respective 
countries.
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