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FROM THE PUBLISHERS

Fuggle and Rabie’s Environmental 
Management in South Africa 

Second edition by HA Strydom and ND King

Juta Law (2009)

1142 pages

Hard cover R895 (VAT incl)

This is not a reference book for quick and easy answers. In all fairness, 
though, perhaps the refrain epitomises the intrinsic nature of the 
subject of the books subject matter: environmental law is exciting as 
it is complex. Much of this book comprises scientific matter: statistics 
and theories which can prove frustrating to the average lawyer. 
Once the reader, however grudgingly, accepts that science cannot 

be divorced from law in this sphere of practice, Fuggle and Rabie’s 
Environmental Management in South Africa makes for informative, 
albeit time-consuming, reading. The other consideration is that this 
second edition has its genesis in Fuggle and Rabie Environmental 
Concerns and, with its predecessor, has become one of the primary 
resources for environmental law in South Africa.

To most legal practitioners, the transition from a parochial legal 
approach to one that embraces alternate spheres of expertise would 
be a novel experience, not to mention a challenging one and for that 
reason alone, the book is well suited to academic research, rather than 
for litigation purposes.

The introduction to the concept of ‘Environmental Management’ 
with which the book commences is an informative one, containing 
explanations of matters critical to the field. Substantial reliance is placed 
throughout the book on illustrations: tables, schedules, diagrams and 
maps demonstrating an author’s conclusion or authority. Whilst at 
times this can contribute to an overwhelming sense of ‘information 
overload’, at others it provides a meaningful summary of data in a way 
that lawyers would find unthreatening. 

The style of writing in each chapter varies because the book 
constitutes a broad compendium of material from well-recognised 
authorities in the field, including (but far from being limited to) 
chapters on: ‘Environmental Governance in South Africa’ (by K 
Müller), ‘Environmental and Resource Economics’ (by J Turpie), 
‘International Law’ (by DJ Devine), ‘Regional and Environmental Law 
Under the Auspices of the African Union’ (by M Van Der Linde), to 
material specific to soil, air quality, terrestrial wild animals, fresh and 
marine systems, water pollution, climate change, biological diversity 
and so on. 

Perhaps the issue of most relevance and interest to practising 
environmental lawyers is enforcement and compliance at local, 
national and international levels - conduct that infringes environmental 
laws is rarely confined to a particular medium or sphere of governance 
– and in that arena it is no easy task trawling through the book to 
determine how best to address disputes. Chapter 8 is dedicated to 
Administrative Law and (the) Implementation of Environmental Law in 
South Africa and I found it to be a useful section but the rest can be 
challenging to identify and manage unless one reads the book from 
start to finish and, unfortunately, the average practice does not permit 
of such luxuries.

At R895.00 and 1142 pages, Fuggle and Rabie’s Environmental 
Management in South Africa is good value, providing a solid base 
upon which to develop an in-depth knowledge of environmental 
facts, concerns and issues. Does it constitute a valuable contribution 
to a legal library? We would say yes, but only if you are a committed 
environmental practitioner. 

Glen Goddard and Sandhya Mahabeer, Durban Bar    

Across
1  Roman oral contract (STIPULATIO)

2  Incapable of being inherited (INTRANSMISSIBLE)  

3  One in hand beats two in bush (BIRD)  

4  Your opponent almost invariably appears thus 
(ANNOYING)  

5  Psychiatric injury (SHOCK)  

6  Ancient Roman Purge (PROSCRIPTIONS)

Down
1  Whom you can marry – sister or aunt? (NEITHER)

2  Precedent (5,7) (STAREDECISIS)  

3  Lessee’s expenses (IMPENSAE)  

4  American maintenance (ALIMONY)

5  He gets no corporate leniency (INSTIGATOR)  

6  Not choosers (BEGGARS)

Legal Crossword Number 12: Answers 

Coll
Rectangle


