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According to Wikipedia (which must be an advocate’s first source 

of reference for anything not covered by Amler’s), environmental 

law is ‘…a complex and interlocking body of treaties, conventions, 

statutes, regulations, and the common law that, very broadly, 

operate to regulate the interaction of humanity and the rest of the 

biophysical or natural environment, toward the purpose of reducing 

the impacts of human activity, both on the natural environment and 

on humanity itself.’ In spite of this, the book under review provides 

a simple and accessible reference to environmental law which will 

be of use to practitioners.

In this reviewer’s jaundiced view, the first test of a book’s utility 

is simply whether it contains easy to find answers (or references to 

where to find answers) to the ordinary sorts of questions that arise 

in every day practice. This book does.

The work is a collection of chapters written by different authors 

collected under different ‘themes’ so as to provide for a structured 

introduction to, and discussion of, environmental compliance and 

enforcement. Specific chapters under the heading of each theme 

provide the content. This proves to be an effective arrangement for 

making the most pertinent areas of the complex topic of environ-

mental law accessible.

The ordered approach is continued at chapter level and, despite 

the chapters having been written by different authors, they are 

generally well structured and provide easily available information. 

The first theme sets out the legal context within which envi-

ronmental compliance and enforcement operates, and contains 

chapters which provide a basic introduction to the South African 

legal system and thereafter a more specific explanation of where 

environmental compliance and enforcement fits in. The second 

theme focuses on institutions and governance, with a chapter on 

the many different environmental compliance and enforcement 

institutions, and a separate chapter on environmental ‘governance.’ 

Theme three examines the interface with constitutional rights 

and has chapters dealing with locus standi and administrative 

justice (of special importance in the environmental context) as well 

as access to information. The final three themes get down to the 

nitty gritty of environmental compliance and enforcement, and are 

ordered into traditional measures, alternative measures and civil 

measures.

The chapters dealing with traditional and civil measures are 

probably most relevant to private practitioners such as advocates. 

These contain particularly useful chapters, such as the one deal-

ing with administrative measures (by attorney Terry Winstanley) 

which is an area often seen as a mystifying jumble of subordinate 

legislation.

For me, the well structured and co-ordinated approach is what 

makes the book work. The usefulness of the chapters varies both 

because of their different subjects and because they are written by 

different authors. Although it is not nearly as comprehensive, the 

book does a pretty good job of being the LAWSA of environmental 

compliance law. I did not notice any glaring omissions and I did 

find plenty of answers, or references to where I could find answers. 

I would go as far as saying that if a general practitioner were to 

choose a single environmental reference to add to the library, this 

should be it. 

The work is not, and is not intended to be, a ground breaking 

academic work which develops new knowledge, nor is it intended 

to be a definitive compendium of existing environmental law, or 

even compliance measures. Rather, as the introduction states, the 

purpose of the book is first to promote a broad understanding of 

the current environmental compliance and enforcement regime and 

second to promote future critical debate. The structured approach 

certainly allows the first purpose to be achieved. Only time will tell 

whether the second purpose has been achieved but I anticipate that 

the book will become an invaluable first reference to practitioners 

and be relied on in future as authority in many litigation debates. 

Glen Goddard, Durban Bar  


