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Eastern Cape
Port Elizabeth 

Change is as good as a holiday
By S Rorke SC and A Rawjee

The winds of change are blowing through the 

Port Elizabeth Society of Advocates with a group 

of about 26 members relocating from the Oasim 

Building to the PE St George’s Club Chambers. A 

brief peek into history will reveal the full effect of the 

winds of change.

Looking back at the early beginnings of the Bar in Port Elizabeth 
(1930s if not earlier) when there were only a handful of members, 
very few held chambers in the Old Barclays Bank Building in Main 
Street with most members holding chambers around town. It is 
believed that the tea ‘met eish’ tradition was strongly followed at this 
time with tea being taken at the Green’s Hotel.

In the early 70s the Bar relocated to the Trust Bank Building, 
fittingly constructed on the site of the old Green’s Hotel, where it 
remained until the 1980s. Chambers at the Trust Bank Building were 
also made available to black members in defiance of prevailing legis-
lation at the time.

After some years in the Capitol Building, also in Main Street, 

the Port Elizabeth Bar moved across town to the Oasim Building in 
Central. Central is graced with the majesty of historic buildings and 
churches where many of the city’s legal fraternity hold offices in and 
around the High Court situated on Bird Street. The Oasim Building 
was previously a private hospital offering health care services to  
Port Elizabethians for many years (Oasim is reportedly an acronym 
for Odds and Sods in Medicine), until change of ownership led to it 
being amalgamated with the St Georges’ Hospital. This change made 
the building available for occupation by the Port Elizabeth Bar. The 

owner and the building have been kind and cooperative to the mem-
bers of the Bar with the building holding fond memories of many 
firsts for most members. 

With the Bar’s number approaching 60 members and chamber 
space becoming a challenge, relocation was once again neces-
sitated. Marking yet another first in the Bar’s history the members 
have elected to practice as two groups from two buildings. About 26 
members have taken the decision to move to the PE St George’s Club 
with the remaining members continuing in practice at Oasim. The PE 
St George’s Club building is a heritage site and the air is filled with 
the rich history of the club. Renovations to the building have had to 
meet exacting heritage standards with the result being of an excep-
tionally high standard. It is a short walk from the High Court in Bird 
Street. The owner has made every attempt to make the transition 

Sketch of Oasim Building.
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for those members braving the change as comfortable as possible. 
Members of the Port Eliabeth Bar will enjoy the restaurant and bar 
facilities of the Club, thereby maintaining the Bar’s age old custom of 
enjoying our tea ‘met eish.’

New senior counsel
The following members of the Port Elizabeth Society of Advocates 
have recently been appointed as senior counsel.

Leon Schubart SC
Leon Schubart matricu-
lated at Grey High 
School in Port Elizabeth 
in 1968. He graduated 
at the then University 
of Port Elizabeth with 
a BJuris LLB degree in 
1974. He initially did 
articles at Deneys Reitz, 
Johannesburg, and 
practised at the Bar 
from 1979 to 1983. He 
joined Rushmere Noach 
Incorporated, Port 
Elizabeth, until 1991 
when he rejoined the 
Bar. Leon enjoys wine 
tasting.

Marius Swanepoel SC
After Marius Swanepoel obtained his BCom LLB at Stellenbosch 

University in 1985, he 
completed his articles 
and, as an admitted 
attorney, worked as a 
professional assistant at 
Sonnenberg Hoffman & 
Galombik in Cape Town 
until the end of 1988. 
He commenced his 
practice in the Eastern 
Cape in 1989. He also 
completed an LLM (in 
International Trade Law) 
at Stellenbosch in 2001 
through part-time stud-

ies, and a Master of Commerce (with distinction) at Rhodes University 
in 2007. He serves as a chairperson of the Tax Board. Marius is an avid 
traveller, reader and keen gardener who enjoys keeping fit.

Rayn Wade SC
After Rayn Wade 
obtained his LLB at the 
University of Cape Town 
in 1988, he completed 
his articles and, as an 
admitted attorney, 
worked as a professional 
assistant at Pagdens 
Inc in Port Elizabeth. 
During this period he 
obtained his master’s 
degree in labour law 
(with distinction). After 
completing pupillage in 
Grahamstown under the 

guidance of MJ Lowe SC, he commenced practice in Port Elizabeth 
in 1993. Rayn is an avid weather-watcher (read surfer), gardener and 
keen traveller. He is married to Sharon and has two sons, Hayden and 
Cameron.

Steve Rorke SC
Steve Rorke started his 
professional career as a 
prospector in Namibia 
(then South West Africa). 
He commenced studying 
law at Rhodes University 
in 1980 and graduated 
with BA LLB degrees in 
1984. Steve practised 
as an attorney in the 
High Court litigation 
department of John C 
Blakeway & Leppan Inc 
in Mthatha from 1978 
to 1993. He became a 

member of the Port Elizabeth Society of Advocates on 1 July 1994. 
Steve enjoys reading, drinking wine and holidays in the bush. He is 
married to Monique and has two children, Joshua and Hannah.

Acting appointments
Belinda Hartle has had an acting appointment on the various 
Benches of the Eastern Cape High Court from February 2010 until 23 
September 2010.

Grahamstown

New senior counsel
Gerald Bloem SC matriculated at Uitenhage High School in 1986.  He obtained a BA and Higher Teaching Diploma from the University of the 
Western Cape.  He returned to his roots in Kroonstad for a year of teaching.  The following year saw him at Rhodes University in Grahamstown 
where he obtained an LLB.  He was admitted as an aftorney after completing articles of clerkship at B Sandi & Co in Grahamstown, and there-
after gave six years service as an attorney to the Legal Resources Centre.  He joined the Bar in 1996.  Gerald is married to Sharon and has a 
daughter and two sons.  A keen sportsman, he was a provincial soccer player with experience as both a striker and defender.  He is currently in 
his second term of office as a director of GBS Mutual Bank.  


