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Cape
New silks

By Luke Kelly

Donald Jacobs SC

Donald Jacobs was born on 16 August 1963 
in Walvis Bay, Namibia. He obtained the 
degrees of BA (Law) (1984) and LLB (1986) 
from the University of the Western Cape. 
He then joined the Bar in 1987 after having 
completed his pupillage under Willem Louw 
– now a judge on the Cape Bench. In 1999 
he obtained an LLM in Constitutional Litiga-
tion at the University of the Western Cape. 

He is a founder member and current member of the National Asso-
ciation of Democratic Lawyers (NADEL), and of Advocates for Trans-
formation and served as its national secretary from 1999-2002. His 
professional practice focuses principally on administrative law, general 
commercial law and personal injury law.

Anton Katz SC

Anton Katz was born in Cape Town on 
19 July 1960. He attended Sea Point Jun-
ior and High Schools. He graduated with 
the degrees of BSc (Mathematics) and LLB 
from the University of Cape Town and with 
an LLM (International Law) from Columbia 
School of Law, New York. His practice has 
dealt principally with international and con-
stitutional issues with a particular focus on 

international criminal law, extradition and refugee matters. He has 
published in these areas, for example in John Dugard’s International 
Law – A South African Perspective in which he authored the chapter 
on refugee law. He regularly speaks at conferences both nationally 
and internationally on extradition and mutual legal assistance matters. 
He has acted as a consultant to the United Nations and the African 

Union on extradition and terrorism related matters respectively. Anton 
is a member of the New York Bar and has appeared not only in the 
highest courts in Namibia, Swaziland, Botswana and South Africa but 
also international fora, such as the African Commission on Human 
and Peoples Rights. He is married to Annika Larsen, a journalist, and 
they enjoy their little son, Joseph.

Robert Stelzner SC

Robert obtained a BA (Law) from Stellen-
bosch University (1982) and an LLB from 
UCT (1984). Thereafter, he completed an 
HDip Tax at UCT (1989). He served articles at 
Tennant & Co, Cape Town, and worked as 
an attorney at Smiedt Witz (formerly Smiedt 
Witz & Bagraim). In 1992 Robert completed 
his pupillage under John Newdigate SC and 

thereafter joined the Cape Bar. Robert’s areas of professional practice 
include general litigation with a focus on employment, sports and ad-
ministrative law. 

Colin Kahanovitz SC

Colin Kahanovitz obtained the degrees of 
BCom (1982) and LLB (1986) from the Uni-
versity of Cape Town. During his time at 
UCT Colin was news editor of the student 
newspaper Varsity and served on the Stu-
dents Representative Council. Colin worked 
as an attorney with Bernardt Vukic Potash 
& Getz in Cape Town, and at the Legal As-

sistance Centre in Windhoek, Namibia. In 1991 he was awarded a fel-
lowship through the International Human Rights Internship Program 
that entailed positions with the American Civil Liberties Union in Los 
Angeles, and the International Centre for the Legal Protection of Hu-
man Rights in London. He joined the Cape Bar in 1993. He specialises 
in labour law. Colin has also published articles in various academic 
journals and books, principally on the topics of labour law.

He owns an eco-tourism and rooibos farm in the Greater Cederberg 
(Groot Winterhoek) where he is involved in a number of conservation 
initiatives. He plays social soccer where he is the oldest player on the 
field. 

BAR NEWS

Cape Bar intervenes in silk recommendations

By Frans Rautenbach

On 3 November 2010 the Cape Bar Council in an unprecedented 

move at an extraordinary meeting reversed the decision of its Silk 

Committee not to recommend the conferral of silk on Cape Bar 

member Taki Madima. Madima, if appointed, will be the only 

African silk at the Cape Bar. 

Whilst five votes out of six are required before the Silk Committee 

would recommend a candidate for silk, Madima’s candidacy received 

only four votes. At the extraordinary meeting of the Council it con-

cluded that his application for silk had not been considered on its 

own merits by the two members of the Silk Committee who had 

voted against it, and should be reconsidered.

All six members of the Silk Committee had been asked to attend 

the meeting of the Bar Council. Those who attended stressed that 

voting in the committee had not been along racial lines. The Bar 

Council accepted this assurance.

After considering Madima’s application on its merits, the Bar 

Council decided, taking into account all relevant considerations 

including relevant outside experience and the racial demography of 

the senior Bar, that Madima’s candidacy for silk should be recom-

mended, and advised the Judge President accordingly. 

Factors that played a role in the decision to recommend Madima 

for silk include the fact that he has acted as judge for two terms, 

is a member of the Competition Tribunal, holds the degrees LLM, 

PhD and MBA and is an adjunct professor at the University of Cape 

Town, where he has supervised a doctoral thesis. At the time of 

going to press Madima’s application was awaiting approval by the 

President.  
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