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Streicher. Whilst in practice he obtained LLM degrees in constitutional 
and corporate law at the then RAU. Initially his practice focused on 
criminal law but now centers around commercial work with particular 
emphasis on corporate and contractual law. He also practises in the 
field of administrative law relating to tenders. He further practises in 
Namibian courts where he gets admitted on an ad hoc basis. He is 
married to Alet and they have three daughters - one lawyer and two 
engineers. Rean is an avid golfer and is currently the club captain of 
Randpark Golf Club. He is also the Johannesburg Bar golf champion. 
He has completed the Comrades Marathon on six occasions. His other 
interests include opera, travel and farming in Hazyview. 

Bruce Leech SC
Bruce Leech studied at the University of the Witwatersrand, Johannes-
burg. After obtaining his BA LLB, he lectured part-time at the univer-
sity and completed his pupillage. He joined the Johannesburg Society 
of Advocates in December 1993. His practice is centred mainly around 
regulatory and administrative law. Bruce is married to Catherine and 
they have five sons. He plays cricket for the Barristers XI, enjoys time 
with friends, cooking, reading and music. 

Alfred Cockrell SC
Alfred Cockrell graduated from the University of Cape Town with the 
degrees BA (cum laude) LLB (magna cum laude). He went on to study 
law at Oxford University on a Rhodes Scholarship. After returning to 
South Africa, he commenced an academic career and held the posi-
tion of associate professor at the University of Cape Town and profes-
sor of law at Witwatersrand University. He did pupillage at the Cape 
Bar in 1994, but has practised as a member of the Island Group of 
Advocates since moving to Johannesburg in 1996. His practice cov-
ers many aspects of public law and commercial law, with a particular 
emphasis on regulatory matters.

Morris Basslian SC
Morris Basslian attended Natal University (Durban) and graduated 

with a BCom LLB in 1971. He was admitted as an attorney of the 

Transvaal Provincial Division in March 1973 and practised as such until 

October 1977. He became a member of the Society of Advocates in 

February 1978 after serving pupillage with M Zar SC. He has a trial 

practice involving mainly commercial matters although he also ap-

pears in opposed motion matters, matrimonial matters, personal in-

jury claims and occasionally in criminal matters. He has appeared in 

36 reported cases.

Dana du Plessis SC
Dana du Plessis obtained a BProc degree at UP and his LLB at Unisa. 

He completed his articles at Adams & Adams in Pretoria and was ad-

mitted as an attorney, conveyancer and notary in 1986. He joined the 

Johannesburg Bar in July 1990. His practice is mostly of a commercial 

nature, focusing on the fields of contract, insolvency, company law, in-

surance, building disputes, property, delict and unlawful competition. 

He regularly acts as an arbitrator. Dana is married to Marlene and they 

have two sons, Quentin and Jacques. His hobbies include golf, scuba 

diving, camping, overlanding and game farming. He is currently the 

chairperson of the governing body at Hoërskool Linden. 

Gcina Malindi SC
Gcina Malindi is a member of the Island Group of Advocates. He gra-

duated with a BA and LLB from the University of the Witwatersrand 

in 1994. He did pupillage in 1995 and joined the Johannesburg Bar in 

July of the same year. Gcina was a member of the Bar Council from 

1998-2002. He has served on various Bar Council subcommittees and 

currently serves on two. Gcina can be described as a legal activist. 

He is an executive committee member of the National Association of 

Democratic Lawyers (NADEL) and a member of Advocates for Trans-

formation (AFT- Johannesburg). He gravitates towards any endeavour 

to promote access to justice and transformation of the profession. He 

plays football and tennis as his extra-mural activities.

Group 21 bids farewell to 
Judge Wepener
By Johan Moorcroft; photograph by Brian Hitchings, 
Johannesburg Bar 

This year, the annual Group 21 function was combined with a celebration 
of the elevation to the Bench of Group 21’s leader for the past decade, 
Judge Lötter Wepener. In addition to the guests of honour, Judge 
Wepener and his wife Nakka, the guest list included Judges of Appeal 
S Snyders (who delivered a keynote address) and FR Malan, Deputy 
Judge President PM Mojapelo, PA Meyer J, retired Judges HCJ Flemming 
and Goldblatt, the chair of the Johannesburg Bar Council, Roshan 
Bedhesi SC, and the past chair of the General Council of the Bar, Patric 

Mtshaulana SC. The youngest guest was the Wepener granddaughter 
Alia, one month old and accompanied by her mother Lisa on a visit 
from Zambia.

Robbie Stockwell SC who had succeeded him as group leader 
paid tribute to Judge Wepener. As a student Judge Wepener became 
involved in public life at a young age, serving on the student branch 
of the Progressive Party and later as chairman of its Youth Branch. 
He qualified at the University of Stellenbosch and after a stint as a 
prosecutor he joined the Bar in 1978. He was awarded silk in 1994. 
He served as a member of the Bar Council and in 2010 he chaired the 
Council. He brings a wealth of experience to the Bench.

Behind every great man stands a great woman, and Stockwell SC 
paid tribute to the role that Nakka played in Judge Wepener’s life and 
career.

Snyders JA spoke eloquently about her early days at the Bar as 
Judge Wepener’s first pupil (a list that also includes Meyer J) and wel-
comed him to the Bench. Under his leadership the membership of 
Group 21 grew from the original 21 to 103 a decade later. 

Stockwell SC extended a special welcome to the new members, 
Peter Makhambeni, Casey Chiang, Nadeem Alli, Willem Bezuidenhout, 
Willie de Beer, Amelia Rawhani, Marius Reineke, Willie Scholtz, Iva 
Vaz, Pieter Venter, Sarah Wainwright and Bianca Williams.

Dana du Plessis SC, Danie Dorfling SC and Tony Mundell SC 
had recently taken silk and Stockwell SC congratulated them on an 
achievement of distinction.  

At Judge Wepener’s farewell function. From left to right: 
Stockwell SC, Mojapelo DJP, Wepener J, and Snyders JA.
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