
12    advocate    April 2011

BAR NEWS

Pretoria

By Henk Havenga SC

Appointments to the Bench
We are proud of the fact that another two of our senior members, 
Hennie De Vos SC and Billy Mothle SC were elevated to the North 
Gauteng Bench. 

Judge SP Mothle
Billy Mothle SC has been 
appointed as a judge of the 
North Gauteng High Court.

Judge Motle’s career in 
the legal profession spans a 
period of 30 years; two years 
as an articled clerk, 16 years 
as an attorney and 12 years 
as an advocate. He matricu-
lated in 1974 at Mamelodi 
High School, Pretoria, and 
enrolled for the B Proc 
degree at the University of 
the North. After the 1976/7 
student uprising, he was 

not readmitted to the university and went on to complete his BProc 
degree with the University of South Africa in 1979. In 1986 he won a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study for an LLM at Georgetown University in 
Washington DC. 

From December 1988 to December 2000 Judge Mothle served on 
a contract basis in various organisations and state institutions, includ-
ing Lawyers for Human Rights of which he was a founding member. 
He travelled extensively overseas to address international conferences 
on the subject of human rights and was appointed as head of the 
International Organisation for Migration (1991 to 1994) which is 
based in Geneva.

Over the years Judge Mothle has also participated in many commu-
nity projects and activities, including the formation of the Mamelodi 
Institute for Community Education and being a member of the 
Medunsa Literacy Project in 1982. 

During his practice as an attorney he actively defended political 

activists in and around Pretoria. As an advocate he practised mainly 
in the fields of administrative law, land restitution, tax and local gov-
ernment law. In 1998, he was admitted as an advocate and in 2001 
he joined the Pretoria Bar. He took silk in 2007. Judge Mothle was a 
member of Circle Chambers until his appointment to the Bench. 

He served as chairperson of the Advocates for Transformation 
(AFT) Pretoria Branch in 2003 and in 2007, and in the same years 
he was also a member of the Pretoria Bar Council. In June 2004 he 
was elected to hold the position of assistant secretary in the national 
executive committee of AFT. 

Judge Hennie de Vos
Hennie de Vos SC has been 
appointed as a judge of the 
North Gauteng High Court. 
He matriculated in 1967 
and was then employed by 
the Department of Justice in 
various capacities, including 
as public prosecutor, at 
Tzaneen, Phalaborwa 
and Bloemfontein whilst 
studying for his first degree 
which he obtained at the 
University of the Orange 
Free State (UOFS) in 1972.

He obtained his LLB 
degree, studying part-time, at the UOFS in 1974. During this period 
he worked as a prosecutor in the magistrates and regional courts in 
Bloemfontein and in the Regional Circuit Court Division, which sat in 
towns in the Free State in the Northern Cape.

After his admission as an advocate he joined the Attorney General’s 
offices in Pietermaritzburg and Pretoria. He became a member of the 
Pretoria Bar in January 1977.

Judge de Vos took silk in 1992 and he continued his practice until 
his permanent appointment to the Bench at the end of 2010. During 
his time at the Bar he made valuable contributions to the pupil train-
ing program. He did not only act as mentor for several pupils but also 
lectured in criminal procedure to pupils at the Pretoria Bar between 
1982 and 1987. He was a member of the examination committee 
for pupils doing their oral exams in criminal procedure for a number 
of years and he also represented the General Bar Council at the First 
African Conference on Economic Crime held in Bloemfontein in 1995. 

Transformation awards

By Anthea Platt, Johannesburg Bar

The Johannesburg Society of Advocates (JSA), as part of its 

transformation initiative, annually awards a prize to the pupil who 

obtains the highest mark in a particular pupillage intake. The award 

was initially sponsored by Nedbank in the amount of R30 000. It is 

presented annually at a ceremony hosted by the Johannesburg Bar 

Council. Nedbank withdrew in 2005, but the JSA carried on with the 

award. 

The recipients under the Nedbank banner were:

AL Platt and M Zulu - R15 000 each (2003);

Z Buthelezi, JA Babamia and P Nkutha - R10 000 each (2004).

The JSA’s award in the amount of R10 000 per recipient went to:

KH Shozi (2005);

K Tsatswane (2006);

B Makola (2007);

N Motala (2008);

B Bodhania (2009);

M Latib (2010); and

PMP Ngcongo (2011).

This initiative of the JSA and Nedbank has assisted  pupils in establish-

ing a practice - one example of the JSA’s efforts regarding the advance 

of transformation.  
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