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BAR NEWS

Pretoria

By Henk Havenga SC

Appointments to the Bench
We are proud of the fact that another two of our senior members, 
Hennie De Vos SC and Billy Mothle SC were elevated to the North 
Gauteng Bench. 

Judge SP Mothle
Billy Mothle SC has been 
appointed as a judge of the 
North Gauteng High Court.

Judge Motle’s career in 
the legal profession spans a 
period of 30 years; two years 
as an articled clerk, 16 years 
as an attorney and 12 years 
as an advocate. He matricu-
lated in 1974 at Mamelodi 
High School, Pretoria, and 
enrolled for the B Proc 
degree at the University of 
the North. After the 1976/7 
student uprising, he was 

not readmitted to the university and went on to complete his BProc 
degree with the University of South Africa in 1979. In 1986 he won a 
Fulbright Scholarship to study for an LLM at Georgetown University in 
Washington DC. 

From December 1988 to December 2000 Judge Mothle served on 
a contract basis in various organisations and state institutions, includ-
ing Lawyers for Human Rights of which he was a founding member. 
He travelled extensively overseas to address international conferences 
on the subject of human rights and was appointed as head of the 
International Organisation for Migration (1991 to 1994) which is 
based in Geneva.

Over the years Judge Mothle has also participated in many commu-
nity projects and activities, including the formation of the Mamelodi 
Institute for Community Education and being a member of the 
Medunsa Literacy Project in 1982. 

During his practice as an attorney he actively defended political 

activists in and around Pretoria. As an advocate he practised mainly 
in the fields of administrative law, land restitution, tax and local gov-
ernment law. In 1998, he was admitted as an advocate and in 2001 
he joined the Pretoria Bar. He took silk in 2007. Judge Mothle was a 
member of Circle Chambers until his appointment to the Bench. 

He served as chairperson of the Advocates for Transformation 
(AFT) Pretoria Branch in 2003 and in 2007, and in the same years 
he was also a member of the Pretoria Bar Council. In June 2004 he 
was elected to hold the position of assistant secretary in the national 
executive committee of AFT. 

Judge Hennie de Vos
Hennie de Vos SC has been 
appointed as a judge of the 
North Gauteng High Court. 
He matriculated in 1967 
and was then employed by 
the Department of Justice in 
various capacities, including 
as public prosecutor, at 
Tzaneen, Phalaborwa 
and Bloemfontein whilst 
studying for his first degree 
which he obtained at the 
University of the Orange 
Free State (UOFS) in 1972.

He obtained his LLB 
degree, studying part-time, at the UOFS in 1974. During this period 
he worked as a prosecutor in the magistrates and regional courts in 
Bloemfontein and in the Regional Circuit Court Division, which sat in 
towns in the Free State in the Northern Cape.

After his admission as an advocate he joined the Attorney General’s 
offices in Pietermaritzburg and Pretoria. He became a member of the 
Pretoria Bar in January 1977.

Judge de Vos took silk in 1992 and he continued his practice until 
his permanent appointment to the Bench at the end of 2010. During 
his time at the Bar he made valuable contributions to the pupil train-
ing program. He did not only act as mentor for several pupils but also 
lectured in criminal procedure to pupils at the Pretoria Bar between 
1982 and 1987. He was a member of the examination committee 
for pupils doing their oral exams in criminal procedure for a number 
of years and he also represented the General Bar Council at the First 
African Conference on Economic Crime held in Bloemfontein in 1995. 

Transformation awards

By Anthea Platt, Johannesburg Bar

The Johannesburg Society of Advocates (JSA), as part of its 

transformation initiative, annually awards a prize to the pupil who 

obtains the highest mark in a particular pupillage intake. The award 

was initially sponsored by Nedbank in the amount of R30 000. It is 

presented annually at a ceremony hosted by the Johannesburg Bar 

Council. Nedbank withdrew in 2005, but the JSA carried on with the 

award. 

The recipients under the Nedbank banner were:

AL Platt and M Zulu - R15 000 each (2003);

Z Buthelezi, JA Babamia and P Nkutha - R10 000 each (2004).

The JSA’s award in the amount of R10 000 per recipient went to:

KH Shozi (2005);

K Tsatswane (2006);

B Makola (2007);

N Motala (2008);

B Bodhania (2009);

M Latib (2010); and

PMP Ngcongo (2011).

This initiative of the JSA and Nedbank has assisted  pupils in establish-

ing a practice - one example of the JSA’s efforts regarding the advance 

of transformation.  
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Between 1992 and 2007 Judge de Vos represented the Pretoria Bar at 
the Institute for Criminology. He was the vice-chairman of the Pretoria 
Bar Council in 2009 and chairman in 2010, a position he held until his 
permanent appointment to the Bench. After taking silk, he acted as 
a judge on several occasions. He acted as counsel in many prominent 
cases over the years. 

New members
A total of 40 new members joined the Pretoria Bar after successfully 
completing their pupillage at the end of 2010. This brings the 
membership of the Pretoria Bar to 515. 

 The new members took up chambers as follows: 

High Court Chambers: Tilesia Colyn; Danelo de Kock; Wayne 
Gibbs; Charl de Villiers; Jaco du Plessis; Marlene Fouché; Hein 
Groenewald; Theuns Jacobs; Anne Janse van Rensburg; Mmsaselhaba 
Majoko; Mbuso Majozi; Nicky Maritz; Zenta Marx; Cylma Masia; 
Tholakele Mavundla; Marisa Naudé; Corrie Nieuwenhuys; Oliver 
Schoeman; Philadelphia Sekhukhune; Philip Stevens; Hanno Steyn; 
Carel Strydom; Mart-Marie Tromp; André van Staden; Andries van 
Wyk; Adél Venter; Simoné Wessels; Delen White; Handré Winnertz.

New Court Chambers: Jean Janse van Rensburg; Faan Kock; 
Mantlheng Mphahlele; Elias Phiyega; Tracy Williams.

Circle Chambers: Paul Ferreira; Gerhard Louw; Lerato Maite; 
Sophia Maritz; Karin Strydom; Cherise van Coller.

The 2011 pupil intake
The group of 45 new pupils that started their pupillage at the 
beginning of January 2011 is one of the strongest groups of pupils yet 
to join the Pretoria Bar. The Pretoria Bar prides itself on the quality of 
training provided to its pupils and John Mullins SC and his team again 
have planned a great programme for the year.

Waarnemende aanstellings
Die volgende lede het sedert die vorige nuusbydrae waargeneem as 
regters: 

Derde termyn 2010: Ben van den Heever, Hennie de Vos SC, Piet 
Ebersohn, Bert Bam SC, Johann Engelbrecht, Louis de Klerk SC, James 

Goodey SC, Pat Ellis SC, Jan Hiemstra, Gerrit Muller SC.

Vierde termyn 2010: Jan Hiemstra SC, Louis de Klerk SC , André 
Bosman , Billy Mothle SC, James Goodey SC, Bert Bam SC, Johann 
Engelbrecht SC.

Desert dash
Two of our members, Allen Liversage and Piet Van Niekerk, engaged in 
rest of a different kind during the December break. They participated 
in the gruelling Desert Dash Mountain Bike Race, which was held in 
Namibia. It entailed departing from Windhoek at 15h00 and arriving 
before 15h00 the next day in Swakopmund, a total distance of 340 
km within 24 hours.

The route follows the C26 gravel road from Windhoek to the top 
of the Kupferberg Pass, continues along the D1982 down to the Us 
Pass and then turns off right onto the D1985 to the C28, which takes 
one to Swakopmund.

The race consists of six stages. Stage 1 starts in Windhoek and 
winds up to the top of Kupferberg, a distance of 36 km. Stage 2 ends 
at the Kuiseb River Bridge, a distance of 67 km. A very strong head-
wind had the riders somewhat worried as they realised that the wind 
could result in them not making the 24 hour cut-off time set for the 
race. Fortunately, it dissipated. 

Stage 3 took the riders to the Khomas Hochland, some 70 km, 
which was considered to be the toughest section with many short 
steep climbs and descents as the route criss-crosses valleys and rivers 
of the Khomas Hochland.

Stages 4 (70 km) and 5 (71 km) took the riders through the stark-
ness of the Namib Desert with only their handlebar mounted head-
lights and support vehicles aiding them.

With some 30 km to go, the duo experienced sunrise over the moon 
landscape signalling the last stage into Swakopmund. Fortunately, the 
much-anticipated sea breeze, which could reduce average speed to 
snail’s pace, was absent.

A well-deserved Windhoek Lager awaited the duo in Swakopmund, 
who finished in 18h01 and 19h55 respectively, well within the 24-hour 
cut-off time.

Asked why they do such silly things, they answered that the profes-
sion demands stamina and a ‘hard ass’ and that is what 340 km of 
cycling through the desert in 24 hours guarantees.  

KwaZulu-Natal

By Lawrence Broster SC, Andreas Coutsoudis and 
Karusha Pillay

New members of the Bar
Last year, 14 of the 15 pupils who wrote their Bar exams from Kwa-

Zulu-Natal successfully passed. Of those who passed, 13 have joined 

the KZN Society of Advocates and begun practice at the Durban and 

Pietermaritzburg Bars. So as to introduce our new members to the 

wider profession we set out, briefly, some biographical details.

Durban
Nicolette Beket. Candidate attorney at Botha & Olivier Inc.

Hayden C Ellis. Formerly: automotives spray-painter by trade (1998 
- 2002); candidate attorney at DuToit Havemann & Lloyd (2007) and 
Strauss Daly Inc (2008); English teacher in South Korea (2009).

Hajra Siddi Ganie. Completed the full-time Legal Training Programme 
at the School of Legal Practice, Durban, in 2009.

Prianjali Kissoon Singh. Professional Legal Training School (2008); 
candidate attorney and professional assistant at Naidoo Maharaj Inc 
(2008- 2009).

Megan Konigkramer. Candidate attorney at Shepstone & Wylie 
(2008-2009).

Mthokozisi Ngcobo. Formerly a detective in SAPS; with Independent 
Complaints Directorate as an investigator and later Head of Investiga-
tions (17 years).

William Arthur Justin Nicholson. MBA (Mancosa); Post Grad Dipl Fo-
rensics (UKZN); Police Management (TSA). Formerly in SAPS: sixteen 
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