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BAR NEWS

Between 1992 and 2007 Judge de Vos represented the Pretoria Bar at 
the Institute for Criminology. He was the vice-chairman of the Pretoria 
Bar Council in 2009 and chairman in 2010, a position he held until his 
permanent appointment to the Bench. After taking silk, he acted as 
a judge on several occasions. He acted as counsel in many prominent 
cases over the years. 

New members
A total of 40 new members joined the Pretoria Bar after successfully 
completing their pupillage at the end of 2010. This brings the 
membership of the Pretoria Bar to 515. 

 The new members took up chambers as follows: 

High Court Chambers: Tilesia Colyn; Danelo de Kock; Wayne 
Gibbs; Charl de Villiers; Jaco du Plessis; Marlene Fouché; Hein 
Groenewald; Theuns Jacobs; Anne Janse van Rensburg; Mmsaselhaba 
Majoko; Mbuso Majozi; Nicky Maritz; Zenta Marx; Cylma Masia; 
Tholakele Mavundla; Marisa Naudé; Corrie Nieuwenhuys; Oliver 
Schoeman; Philadelphia Sekhukhune; Philip Stevens; Hanno Steyn; 
Carel Strydom; Mart-Marie Tromp; André van Staden; Andries van 
Wyk; Adél Venter; Simoné Wessels; Delen White; Handré Winnertz.

New Court Chambers: Jean Janse van Rensburg; Faan Kock; 
Mantlheng Mphahlele; Elias Phiyega; Tracy Williams.

Circle Chambers: Paul Ferreira; Gerhard Louw; Lerato Maite; 
Sophia Maritz; Karin Strydom; Cherise van Coller.

The 2011 pupil intake
The group of 45 new pupils that started their pupillage at the 
beginning of January 2011 is one of the strongest groups of pupils yet 
to join the Pretoria Bar. The Pretoria Bar prides itself on the quality of 
training provided to its pupils and John Mullins SC and his team again 
have planned a great programme for the year.

Waarnemende aanstellings
Die volgende lede het sedert die vorige nuusbydrae waargeneem as 
regters: 

Derde termyn 2010: Ben van den Heever, Hennie de Vos SC, Piet 
Ebersohn, Bert Bam SC, Johann Engelbrecht, Louis de Klerk SC, James 

Goodey SC, Pat Ellis SC, Jan Hiemstra, Gerrit Muller SC.

Vierde termyn 2010: Jan Hiemstra SC, Louis de Klerk SC , André 
Bosman , Billy Mothle SC, James Goodey SC, Bert Bam SC, Johann 
Engelbrecht SC.

Desert dash
Two of our members, Allen Liversage and Piet Van Niekerk, engaged in 
rest of a different kind during the December break. They participated 
in the gruelling Desert Dash Mountain Bike Race, which was held in 
Namibia. It entailed departing from Windhoek at 15h00 and arriving 
before 15h00 the next day in Swakopmund, a total distance of 340 
km within 24 hours.

The route follows the C26 gravel road from Windhoek to the top 
of the Kupferberg Pass, continues along the D1982 down to the Us 
Pass and then turns off right onto the D1985 to the C28, which takes 
one to Swakopmund.

The race consists of six stages. Stage 1 starts in Windhoek and 
winds up to the top of Kupferberg, a distance of 36 km. Stage 2 ends 
at the Kuiseb River Bridge, a distance of 67 km. A very strong head-
wind had the riders somewhat worried as they realised that the wind 
could result in them not making the 24 hour cut-off time set for the 
race. Fortunately, it dissipated. 

Stage 3 took the riders to the Khomas Hochland, some 70 km, 
which was considered to be the toughest section with many short 
steep climbs and descents as the route criss-crosses valleys and rivers 
of the Khomas Hochland.

Stages 4 (70 km) and 5 (71 km) took the riders through the stark-
ness of the Namib Desert with only their handlebar mounted head-
lights and support vehicles aiding them.

With some 30 km to go, the duo experienced sunrise over the moon 
landscape signalling the last stage into Swakopmund. Fortunately, the 
much-anticipated sea breeze, which could reduce average speed to 
snail’s pace, was absent.

A well-deserved Windhoek Lager awaited the duo in Swakopmund, 
who finished in 18h01 and 19h55 respectively, well within the 24-hour 
cut-off time.

Asked why they do such silly things, they answered that the profes-
sion demands stamina and a ‘hard ass’ and that is what 340 km of 
cycling through the desert in 24 hours guarantees.  

KwaZulu-Natal

By Lawrence Broster SC, Andreas Coutsoudis and 
Karusha Pillay

New members of the Bar
Last year, 14 of the 15 pupils who wrote their Bar exams from Kwa-

Zulu-Natal successfully passed. Of those who passed, 13 have joined 

the KZN Society of Advocates and begun practice at the Durban and 

Pietermaritzburg Bars. So as to introduce our new members to the 

wider profession we set out, briefly, some biographical details.

Durban
Nicolette Beket. Candidate attorney at Botha & Olivier Inc.

Hayden C Ellis. Formerly: automotives spray-painter by trade (1998 
- 2002); candidate attorney at DuToit Havemann & Lloyd (2007) and 
Strauss Daly Inc (2008); English teacher in South Korea (2009).

Hajra Siddi Ganie. Completed the full-time Legal Training Programme 
at the School of Legal Practice, Durban, in 2009.

Prianjali Kissoon Singh. Professional Legal Training School (2008); 
candidate attorney and professional assistant at Naidoo Maharaj Inc 
(2008- 2009).

Megan Konigkramer. Candidate attorney at Shepstone & Wylie 
(2008-2009).

Mthokozisi Ngcobo. Formerly a detective in SAPS; with Independent 
Complaints Directorate as an investigator and later Head of Investiga-
tions (17 years).

William Arthur Justin Nicholson. MBA (Mancosa); Post Grad Dipl Fo-
rensics (UKZN); Police Management (TSA). Formerly in SAPS: sixteen 
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years in various capacities. 

Ravendran (Ravi) Thamodren Reddy. Graduating top of class; formerly 
SAPS: 1985 -1997; at the Independent Bar (2003 – 2009). 

David Jason Saks. Formerly an attorney at Woodhead, Bigby & Irving 
Inc (1997-2010).

Mpumelelo Sibisi. Formerly an attorney at Friedman & Associates, RL 
Daly Inc, Van Greunen, Ackhurst & Botha Inc of Centurion, Gauteng; 
practised for own account in Durban from 2008-2009 as MP Sibisi Inc.
 

Pietermaritzburg
Andrew Llewellyn Christison: BCom (summa cum laude) BComHons 
(Finance) (cum laude) (Natal); MCom (Finance) (summa cum laude) LLB 
(summa cum laude) (UKZN). Formerly lecturer in Finance at University 
of KwaZulu-Natal (2004-2009).

Wynand Johannes Pietersen. Formerly candidate attorney at Noltes 
Attorneys, Ermelo (2006 – 2009).

Veli Gladwell Sibeko. Candidate attorney at Amesh Singh & Ass, Kelly 
Sookdew & Partners, and professional assistant at Doey Mothilal & 
Associates (2007-2008). 

New silks
Three members of the KZN Bar have recently received their letter pat-
ents and been elevated to the rank of silk. They are Anna Annandale 
SC and Andrea Gabriel SC from the Durban Bar and André de Wet SC 
from the Pietermaritzburg Bar. 

Anna Annandale SC
Anna Margaret Annandale graduated from 
the then University of Natal in 1991 with a 
BA LLB (cum laude) having won the moot 
court final competition. She joined the De-
partment of Justice as a prosecutor in 1992 
in order to work back the bursary which 
had facilitated her studies. She prosecuted 
in the regional and district courts in Durban 
until 1995 when she commenced articles 
of clerkship and was admitted as an attor-
ney at the end of 1997. She practised as 

a professional assistant until July 1998, when she commenced pupil-
lage. She was the top pupil in South Africa and has practised at the 
Durban Bar since 1999.

Annandale SC has a wide and varied practice, and has variously 
appeared in the Constitutional Court and Supreme Court of Appeal. 
She has also served on the KZN Bar Council, and is presently a chair-
person of the Tax Appeals Board. 

She enjoys cooking and wine tasting and lives in Durban with her 
two sons Dylan (9) and Alex (6).

Andrea Gabriel SC
Andrea Astrid Gabriel completed her BA LLB at the University of Natal, 

Durban, where she also did part-time work for the Community Law 

Centre (which she worked for full-time after graduating). After com-

pleting her LLB, she was awarded a Fulbright Scholarship for an LLM 

at Georgetown University, USA. On returning to South Africa, Andrea 

was appointed as a researcher to then Justice, later Chief Justice, Pius 

Langa at the newly formed South Afri-
can Constitutional Court. After finishing 
working at the Constitutional Court, she 
took up a further scholarship to read for a 
MPhil at the National Law School of India 
in Bangalore where she wrote her disser-
tation on socio-economic justice. Gabriel 
commenced practice at the Durban Bar 
in 1998. She has appeared in a number 
of important cases before the Constitu-
tional Court and the Supreme Court of 

Appeal. In 2010 she was an acting judge of the KwaZulu-Natal High 
Court. She has served two terms as a member of the Bar Council of 
the KZN Society of Advocates. 

She is presently a trustee and member of the executive committee 

of the Centre for Rehabilitation of Wildlife (CROW). She has, for the 

last few years, driven a bright red Alfa Romeo Spider (Crisis-ZN), and 

counts among her close friends her two dogs Freeway and Topdeck.

André de Wet SC
Unfortunately, at the time of preparing the KZN Bar News, we were 

unable to obtain a biography for De Wet SC; we hope to include this 

in a forthcoming issue.

We remember …

The late Reagan Jacobus

Tribute by MTK Moerane SC, chairman of the Society 
of Advocates, Kwazulu-Natal

It has been said that those that the gods love die young. Rea-
gan was certainly much loved by the gods.

Jacobus was a distinguished and respected member of our Society. 
He obtained the degrees of BA (UWC), LLB (Rhodes) followed by an 
LLM (Jurisprudence) at the University of California, LA, after obtaining 
a Fulbright Scholarship. After securing a British Council Scholarship for 
postgraduate study he acquired an LLM (Labour Law) at the London 
School of Economics.

Jacobus was a fellow of law at the LRC Johannesburg; a candi-
date attorney at Bowman, Gilfillan, Hayman & Godfrey Attorneys; a 
senior research officer, Labour Law Project, CALS, Wits; admitted as an 
advocate of the High Court in 1988; appointed a panelist of IMSSA; 
member of the Pretoria Bar; senior lecturer in law at UDW; additional 
member of the Industrial Court; Vice Principal, Technikon Natal; prac-
tising advocate, KZN from 2003; deputy chair of the KZN Bid Appeals 
Tribunal. 

He was a stalwart in the struggle against apartheid and when 
one thinks of him certain qualities come to the fore. Firstly, his humil-
ity - despite his impressive academic achievements his humilty was 
astounding. Integrity - Reagan was a principled man. This I discovered 
when I first came into contact with Reagan when he was active in 
COMSA (Combined Staff Association) at UDW. Independence – he 
had that quality that is the best asset of an advocate. He coupled his 
independence with fearlessness. Finally, Reagan was an intellectual. 
He believed in rational argument and debate. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to Reagan’s family for lending us 
Reagan for a short while. We have lost one of the best advocates at 

the Durban Bar.  


