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SLICES

skill of being able to manipulate the tele-
phone key board. My uncle (and therefore 
I), when Johnson was out for lunch, would 
also sit at the switchboard, and mutter, in 
as cultivated a tone as Johnson had mas-
tered, the incantation ‘Advocate Bamford’s 
Chambers, good afternoon? Advocate 
Comrie’s Chambers, good afternoon?’

Otherwise, my uncle’s job, and there-
fore mine for the time that he was away in 
the rural areas, was to go out at 10h00 with 
briefs that were being delivered to the at-
torneys who had briefed the advocates, and 
to collect briefs from the various firms of 
attorneys that were briefing counsel. It was 
also to do the odd job such as doing bank-
ing for the various advocates. That 10h00 
round would end with me returning from 
having walked the streets of Cape Town, 
sometimes right down to offices at the 
Foreshore, near the docks in Cape Town, 
and walking my way back to Chambers, 
getting back there at or about 11h30 or 
12h00, in time for me to be available to do 
tea for counsel on request. When counsel 
had visitors, they would order tea from ei-
ther me or Johnson. ‘Two teas, Dennis’, was 
the standard kind of order for example. 

When therefore I arrived, and my uncle 

indicated that I would substitute for him 

whilst he went home for the ploughing sea-

son, a fiction had to be created that he had 

been in continuous employment without 

interruption for a period of not less than ten 

years if he was to avoid being endorsed out 

of the Peninsula in terms of section 10. This 

arrangement had to be transparent, and 

his employers had to know that he would 

return. My details had to be established. I 

produced my reference book.* My dompas 

had to be inspected to establish whether I 

was lawfully in the City of Cape Town. My 

dompas had been endorsed, both in Cala 

where I came from, and in Langa Township 

where the influx control offices were. The 

endorsements in my dompas would show 

that I am permitted to be in the metropoli-

tan area of the Cape Peninsula for longer 

than 72 hours. Johnson had demanded 

my reference book, which I gave to him. 

* Charmingly called the ‘Dompas’ or called 
‘Stinker’ by Africans. Where these words 
originated from, and why they were used is 
yet another story for another day.
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Down
1 Fellow countrymen
2 Heavy on equality
3 Of the middle 
4 Damages for delay
5 Given
 
Across
1 Edict
2  What counsel should be 

with the court 
3 Initiates divers proceedings 
4 Prejudice required for fraud 
5 Roman plan or resolution
6 Profligate
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