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New silks
A number of our colleagues took silk at the 
end of 2010:

Russel Beaton SC

Russel George 
Beaton, born in 
1956, joined the 
Bar in 1982. After 
a stint in the 
corporate world 
from 1987 to 
1992 he came 
back to the Bar 
in February 
1993. Having 

dealt with industrial relations during his 
absence, he specialised in labour law.  He 
has, since the members of Gray’s Inn 
brought practical advocacy training to our 
shores in 1996, been involved in the 
training of pupils.

His leisure activities include league 
squash and the occasional horse ride. He 
lives with his wife in Pretoria.

Mike Bofilatos SC

Having graduated 
at Wits University 
and after having 
been admitted as 
an attorney, Mike 
joined the 
Pretoria Bar in 
1988 where he has 
practised without 
interruption. His 
practice has de-

veloped to include litigation in the spheres 
of constitutional and administrative Law, 
focusing on their application to immigra-
tion and refugee issues. He has, for a num-
ber of years, served as examiner in the eth-
ics examination of the GCB’S National Bar 
Pupillage Examination.

He is married to Eustathia and, 
together, spend most of their free time 
with their sons Nicholas, George and 
Christos.

Niël du Preez

Niël du Preez matriculated at Delmas 
High School in 1982. He obtained a BLC 
LLB at the University of Pretoria (where 
he was a member of the SRC and received 

Dux colours) in 
1987. During 
1988 to 1990 he 
served articles 
at Du Plessis 
& Eksteen 
(Pretoria) and 
was admitted as 
an attorney. After 
completing his 

compulsory national service at the SAPD 
during 1990, he joined the Pretoria Bar in 
1991, and has been practising in Pretoria 
ever since in the law of contract, property, 
construction, and insolvency law.

 He is married to Shani and has a 
daughter and two sons.

Werner Lüderitz SC

Karl Werner 
Lüderitz was 
born in Pretoria 
on 12 February 
1970. He 
matriculated at 
Afrikaans Hoër 
Seunskool in 
1987. In 1991, he 
was awarded the 

degree BLC (with distinction) by the 
University of Pretoria. In 1992, the LLB 
degree (with distinction) was obtained by 
him at the same institution. In that year, 
he was awarded the Harold Galasko Prize 
for the best law student as well as the  
Grotius medal for the best final year LLB 
student. Werner served articles of clerk-
ship with attorneys Bowman Gilfillan 
Hayman Godfrey Inc in 1993 and 1994 
where he was employed in the commercial 
law and commercial litigation depart-
ments of the firm. He was admitted as an 
attorney in 1995. He joined the Special 
Projects Division (housing  structured and 
corporate finance activities) of French 
merchant bank Societé Generale in 1995. 
In this division Werner was responsible for 
overseeing the legal aspects of all transac-
tions structured by the division and as 
such was involved in a number of cross-
border mergers, take-overs and acquisi-
tions as well as a number of rights issues 
and listings on the JSE. He was admitted as 
an advocate in 1996. Werner has an 
interest in commercial and banking 
related litigation. He has extensive 
experience in exchange-control-related 
matters as well as futures contracts, the 
South African Futures Exchange and 
financial instruments. 

He is married to Karen, a trade mark 
attorney. They have three sons. Werner is 
a road and mountain bike enthusiast and 
has competed in numerous multi-day 
road tours and mountain bike races such 
as the Sani2C and the eight day ABSA Cape 
Epic, regarded as the foremost multi-day 
mountain bike race in the world. 

Japie Maritz SC

Japie was born at 
Kroonstad on 8 
September 1961. 
He grew up on 
the West Rand, 
matriculating at 
Hoërskool 
Monument, 
Krugersdorp, in 
1979. In 1982 he 

joined the Department of Justice as a clerk 
while studying for BIuris part-time at 
UNISA, obtaining the degree in 1984. He 
was promoted through the ranks of 
prosecutor and magistrate until appointed 
as lecturer at Justice College in 1987, while 
continuing his studies at UNISA. In 1990 
he completed the LLB degree at UNISA 
and joined the Pretoria Bar in 1991, where 
he has since practised, specialising in 
contractual matters.

Japie participates in long range target 
shooting, in which he had obtained 
National (Protea) colours in 2006, and is 
presently captain of his team who are the 
reigning world champions, after winning 
at the World Championships in Cape 
Town in 2007 and again at Butner, North 
Carolina, USA, in 2009. They are due to 
participate again in World Championships 
in September 2011 at Bisley, England.

For relaxation Japie enjoys game bird 
hunting with his Pointer dog, fly fishing or 
riding a mountain bike. Japie is married to 
Sanet.

Reinhard Michau SC

Reinhard Michau 

matriculated at 

the Grey High 

School in Port 

Elizabeth in 

1983. He 

completed his 

BComm LLB at 

the University of 
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In memoriam
The late Justice 
Erns Jansen 

Erns Louis Jansen, 
died in Pretoria 
on 23 May 2011, 
shortly before 
he would have 
turned 93 on 27 
June 2011. He 
graced our Bench 
for more than 30 
years.

He obtained 
his BA LLB cum laude at the University 

of Pretoria which confer red an honorary 

doctorate on him dur  ing 1991. The RAU 

University also conferred an honorary 

doctorate on him on 21 September 1990. 

He commenced practising as an advocate 

in 1943, became Queen’s Counsel in 1955, 

a judge in Natal in 1957 and a judge in the 

Transvaal in 1961. He was appointed to 

the Appellate Division in 1968, and retired 

in 1988. He was known for his intellectual 

brilliance, humility and work ethos.

He was the son of Dr Ernest George 

Jansen, a former governor-general of the 

Union of South Africa and Speaker of 

Parliament (who also studied law) and 

Mabel Jansen, a formidable protagonist of 

the Afrikaans language. He was married to 

Rona Cadle who obtained a BSc and a law 

degree.

Judge Jansen was apolitical and an un-

biased judge. He was a true gentleman and 

advocates universally stated that it was 

a pleasure to appear before him because 

they were guaranteed a fair hearing. He 

treated everyone, from the most junior to 

the most senior advocate, with respect and 

dignity. He was known for his kindness 

and wit.

He wrote various judgments which 

evidenced his keen sense of justice and 

fairness. In Mandela v Minister of Prisons 

1983 (1) SA 938 (A) he upheld the right of 

prisoners to legal representation. In State 

v Marwane  1982 (3) SA 717 (A) he also up-
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Port Elizabeth and his HDip Tax at RAU in 

Johannesburg. He commenced articles at 

Spoor & Fisher in 1992 and after having 

become a partner at that firm, joined the 

Bar in 1998. 

He has kept himself busy with various 

outdoor activities such as Dusi Canoe 

Marathons, Comrades, Iron Man and the 

like. He is also a keen photographer, bird 

watcher, fly fisherman and golfer.

 Hein Snyman SC

Hein Snyman 

matriculated at 

Hoërskool 

Menlopark, 

Pretoria, in 1984, 

and obtained the 

degrees BCom 

(Law) (1989) and 

LLB (1992) from 

the University of 

Pretoria. At Tuks, Hein served on the house 

committee of Dailies and was First Year 

Tutor in 1989. During his final year of LLB 

studies, he took up employment at the 

then Commissioner for Inland Revenue, 

and was employed for three years in the 

audit section at the Receiver of Revenue’s 

offices in Pretoria. Upon his resignation in 

February 1995, he joined the Pretoria Bar. 

He had to do his pupillage in circum-

stances when the rest of South Africa was 

watching the Amabokoboko win the Rugby 

World Cup. 1995 was also the year in which 

he obtained an Advanced Taxation 

Certificate from UNISA. Hein’s practice 

focuses mainly on tax and tax-related 

matters. This includes a wide range of 

commercial litigation. The Minister of 

Finance appointed Hein during November 

1997 to act as a chairperson of the Board 

for the Hearing of Tax Appeals, a position 

he has held ever since. Hein regularly acts 

as external examiner for a number of 

University of Pretoria LLB tax courses. 

He is married to Linda and they have three 

children. He loves travelling, particularly 

with his family going on safari in Africa, 

and enjoys the outdoors and all it has to 

offer. 

Tokkie van Zyl SC

Marius van Zyl 
(nicknamed 
‘Tokkie’ at 
school) matricu-
lated at the Hoër 
Volk skool, 
Potchef stroom, 
in 1980 and grad-
uated at the 
University of 

Pretoria, obtaining a BLC in 1983 and an 
LLB in 1985. In 1987 he commenced work-
ing as a prosecutor at Pretoria Magistrates’ 
Court until June 1990, when he started pu-
pillage at the Pretoria Bar. After pupillage 
under the diligent guidance of Piet de 
Jager SC and Dave Smith SC, during which 
time he was well-grounded in more than 
the law and practice, he commenced prac-
tice in Pretoria and still practises. 

He is married to Friedel and they have 
four children, a son and three daughters all 
still at school. He is keen on sport and trav-
elling and sharing life with his family.

Kobus Strijdom SC

Kobus het sy 
loopbaan by die 
Departement van 
Justisie in 1974 
begin en beklee 
tot en met 1994 
verskeie poste, 
wat insluit dis-
trikshof-, streek-
hof- en staats-

aan klaer, landdros in Rustenburg (beide 
siviele- en strafhowe), hooflanddros in 
Bethal en waarnemende Adjunk-
prokureur-generaal in die voormalige 
Bophuthat swana. Kobus is in 1993 toege-
laat as advokaat en word ‘n lid van die 
Pretoria Balie op 9 April 1994. Hy is reeds 
die afgelope tien jaar aktief betrokke by die 
opleiding van pupille. Kobus se praktyk 
bestaan grootliks uit strafwerk waarin hy ‘n 
spesia lis is.

Acting 
appointments
The following members acted in this divi-
sion since the previous issue of Advocate:

Second term: Piet van der Byl SC, Bert Bam 
SC, James Goodey SC, Jan Hiemstra SC, 
Johan Louw SC, Ben van den Heever SC, 
Frans Arnoldi SC, Piet de Jager SC.
Third term: Piet van der Byl SC, Bert Bam 
SC, James Goodey SC, Jan Hiemstra SC, TJ 
Kruger SC, Nick Maritz SC, Ben van den 
Heever SC and Piet Ebersohn.
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