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Full face-lift or a complete 
revamp? Well, come see for 
yourself: no longer will visitors 

to the FS Bar have to ‘sit up straight’, 
nervously staring at blank 
walls while waiting for 
that call into the dark 
recesses of ‘the ad-
vocate’s chambers’. 
And no longer will 
members have to 
try desperately to 
squeeze into the 
old tea room 
for functions 
and meetings. 
No, you re-
ally won’t 
r e c o g n i s e 
our sparkling new 
reception areas where 
you can now while away your 
wait by indulging, from the depth 
of genuine leather, in the luxury of 
being, until that call, a true ‘arm-
chair critic’ in the face of the mod-
ern art works adorning the sleekly 
colour-coded walls. Not to mention, 
even, our sunny, spacious glass-and-
leather tea-cum-arbitration room 
with its folding glass divider, and 
enough space to house every mem-
ber of this Bar, and then some. 

On Thursday 8 September 2011 we inau-

gurated that room with a farewell function 

for the second and third most senior judges 

from our Bar at the Free State High Court: 

Judges Callie Cillié and George Wright who 

joined the Bench in 1991.

Judge Cillié as a Matie alumnus, 

obtained his BA LLB from the University 

of Stellenbosch in 1968, despite being one 

of Doc Craven’s blue-eyed rugby boys as 

well as a member of the Student Council. 

Armed with a Licensiaat Criminele Recht 

from the University of Gent in Belgium 

in 1971, he returned to the Free State as 

a state advocate from 1971 to 1973. From 

December 1973 to 1990 he had a thriving 

practice at the Free State Bar, serving also 

as a member of the Bar Council. His retire-

ment certainly won’t be idle: he has already 

launched with great enthusiasm into the 

full-time running of his well-known Sussex 

stud-farm outside Bloemfontein and, just 

to keep really busy, has acquired a game 

farm at Mier in the pristine dunes of the 

Kalahari. 

Judge Wright, born and bred a 

Capetonian, as a Kovsie alumnus obtained 

his BA LLB from the University of the Free 

State in 1965. From 1966 to 1980 he prac-

tised as an attorney and later as partner 

at Naudé’s Attorneys in Bloemfontein. In 

December 1980 he joined the Free State 

Bar where he practised until he joined the 

Bench in 1991. As an avid wild-life 

enthusiast he has spent 

countless holidays 

e x p l o r i n g 

every game 

reserve and 

wild-life sanctu-

ary in the coun-

try. His other great 

passion is music: his 

truly awe-inspiring 

knowledge and collec-

tion of classical music is 

augmented by his having 

travelled the world to 

attend live musical perfor-

mances that the rest of us can 

only dream of. Judge Wright is retiring to 

the scenic ‘Klein Karoo’ in full-time pursuit 

of one or both of his passions in between 

visits to his house at Little Brak River.

As to Rugby: Finally, on 2 September 2011 

the Bar and the attorneys’ profession met 

for the long-awaited fourth famous fifteen-

yearly rugby match for the GA Fichardt 

floating trophy. The Bloemfontein legal 

fraternity packed the Free State Rugby 

Stadium for the epic clash, with patrons to 

the Bar and attorneys’ teams, consisting of 

15 players and eight reserves each, being 

former player-opponents Henry Viljoen 

SC, now of the Cape Bar, and Bert Sorour of 

the Free State Rugby Union.

The Bar teams of 1966 and 1981 brought 

home the trophy. In 1996, unfortunately, 

it made a temporary (we hope!) detour 

to the attorneys’ profession. But, fortu-

nately, at least 13 warriors of that last fierce 

fight are still very much with us, namely 

Wessels, Benade, Fischer, Loubser, Moller, 

Pohl, Ploos van Amstel, Zietsman, Daffue, 

Edeling, Burger, Hefer and Reinders and 

two still very much make their presence felt 

on the Bench (Judges Van der Merwe and 

Jordaan) while Judge Cillié played his key 

role in 1981. Van Rooyen and Claassen (co-

members of the Bar for 25 years) resumed 

their former duties as linesmen with Prof 

Johan van Schalkwyk of UOFS as TV- and 

honorary ref (official referee in 1981 and 

1996) to assist and/or threaten with red or 

yellow cards Dr Brand Claassen, the ref-

eree, while Moller, since promoted to offi-

cial sports psychologist boasts of having 

put the Bar team through its own secret 

Kamp Staaldraad in its determined (but 

vain) attempt to re-capture that trophy. 

In a concerted effort to even the play-

ing field, allegedly no person under the age 

of 30 and no-one who has played either 

provincial rugby or club rugby in the past 

ten years was eligible for either of the 

teams. Whether that injunction was indeed 

adhered to by the attorneys is a matter for 

another day. The Bar’s three impact players, 

the over-60s (Wessels, Knoetze and Ploos 

van Amstel), in their pink shorts were not 

only not allowed to be tackled, held back or 

pushed, but were also forbidden to move 

more than 20 paces at a time with the ball. 

Not that that prevented Majellie Wessels 

from scoring a try and being made ‘man 

of the match’ during their two minutes of 

glory on the field, however! The over-50s 

in their white shorts (Daffue, Edeling and 

Loubser) were not to be tackled, either, 

but valiantly closed up the flanks with 

fellow reserves Johnson and Groenewald, 

to replace the starting team of Zietsman, 

Van Aswegen (try-scorer), Pienaar, Olivier, 

Grobler, Rautenbach, Tsangarakis, Els, 

Snyman, Cilliers, Human, Steenkamp, 

Manye and Kitching, ably captained by 

Snellenburg.

So determined were the attorneys to 

hold onto that trophy, however, that they 

flatly refused and/or neglected, despite 

demand, to include in their team any signif-

icant number of over-50s. Fortunately the 

ferocious 40 minute battle was interrupted 

every 10 minutes for a timeous compulsory 

water break ‘to ward off dehydration’, so all 

our players, aged, aging or not, survived 

the match (though not unscathed). But 

unfortunately the attorneys’ prior threats 

of an abundance of rugby talent, speed 

and tactical kicking ability (not the least 

of which their YOUTH, of course) proved, 

on a balance of probabilities, to be not as 

idle as they appeared or were perceived to 

be and neither the pom-pom girls nor the 

Bar’s very own traditional healer Steytler’s 

muti, its sjampanje-nooi Greyling’s charm, 

or even its praise-singer Motlaung’s sooth-

sayings could ward off certain defeat and 

prevent the attorneys from walking off 

with a 12:10 victory. And with that, with the 

cove ted trophy, too, of course.

So, guess what the FS Bar will be doing 

for the next 15 years…  

WAIT HERE


