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The Eastern Cape Society of Advocates 
proudly hosted the General Council of 
the Bar’s annual general meeting and gala 
dinner from 28 to 30 July. Most delegates 
flew into the friendly city of Port Elizabeth 
and were welcomed by the charming Charl 
Van Rooyen and his team of juniors from 
Port Elizabeth. The abundance of chocolate 
had set the tone for the ‘sweet’ three days to 
follow which were all carefully orchestrated 
by the organising committee consisting of 
Olav Ronaasen, Charl Van Rooyen, Gitesh 
Gajjar, Wabo Msizi and Anusha Rawjee. The 
delegates attending the cocktail evening 
enjoyed a relaxed evening in the company 
of colleagues whilst enjoying the tempo of 
a jazz band playing in the background. 

What followed was a first for the GCB 
with the chair of the GCB, Rashid Vahed 
SC, running through the agenda with com-
mendable expedition and concluding the 

business for the day by lunch time on the 
Friday. Rumour has it that Vahed SC could 
not resist the splendid, unspoilt beaches of 
Port Elizabeth coupled with the wonderful 
warm weather which we experienced over 
the weekend. 

The early completion of the AGM meant 
that the delegates had abundant time 
before the gala dinner for the many rec-
reational activities offered by the friendly 
city. The highlight of the dinner was 
undoubtedly the award by the GCB of the 
prestigious Sydney and Felicia Kentridge 
Award to Deputy Chief Justice Dikgang 
Moseneke. Amongst the guests were 
Justices Froneman and Leach, sons of the 
Eastern Cape who grace the Constitutional 
Court and Supreme Court of Appeal 
Benches respectively. We are proud of 
them. The evening progressed splendidly 
with an abundance of good food, wine and 

chocolates thus bringing the weekend to a 
memorable close.
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By STEVE RORKE SC AND ANUShA RAWJEE

By RiChARD BROOKS

Gerald Bloem SC, the leader of the Bar 

in Grahamstown and currently the vice- 

chairman of the Eastern Cape Society of 

Advocates, acted recently as a judge in the 

Eastern Cape Division.

On 21 October 2011, the Eastern Cape 

Society of Advocates held a farewell cock-

tail party at the Highlander, St Andrew’s 

College, Grahamstown, in honour of two 

of its former members who retired recently 

as judges of the Eastern Cape Division. 

Justice F Kroon was admitted on 2 July 1964 

and commenced practice on 1 October 

1965. His letters patent were issued on 11 

November 1980. In 1983 he was elevated 

to the Bench as an acting judge, and 

appointed permanently in 1985. Justice J 

W Jones was admitted on 19 June 1964 and 

commenced practice on the same day. He 

was elevated to the Bench of the Eastern 

Cape Division in 1985.

True sons of the Eastern Cape Society 

of Advocates, both judges had an enor-

mous influence on the nurture and devel-

opment of junior counsel who were privi-

leged to appear before them and on the 

establishment and maintenance of high 

ethical standards within the Eastern Cape 

Division.  

By JOhN STANDER

If you have ever visited Mahikeng in the 
summer, then you will know that before the 
rains arrive, it is a very dusty, hot place to 
be. This year is no exception, but what was 
noticeable was that we had no spring. A 
savagely cold winter followed immediately 
by summer. Perhaps there is something to 

this global warming business after all.

So what does the Mahikeng legal fra-

ternity do in the circumstances, bearing in 

mind that when the air conditioning at the 

courts is not working, wearing a gown is 

quite uncomfortable? Well, we take the day 

off and have a social.

Local attorneys firm Smit Stanton Inc 

(Louis and Wally) organised a potjiekos 

competition for Friday 9 September and 

kindly invited all their colleagues, the 

members of the Bar and the NPA to partici-

pate. The party started at 10 in the morn-

ing, and the hosts determined that judging 

of the potjies would take place at 3 in the 

afternoon (or thereabouts). Our entry was 

prepared by Danielle Smit (daughter of the 

host) and Pieter Smit (no relative) overseen 

by Blackie Swart. I am advised that the Bar 

team was so proficient and the recipe so 

mouthwatering, that we should have won 

hands down. At least we believed this to 

be the case. Other teams also held simi-

lar views about their chances. When Wally 

and Louis were declared to be the winners, 

it seemed to the rest of us that perhaps an 

element of bias had crept in somewhere. If 

not, surely the judges couldn’t have applied 

their minds to the facts or the rules – which 

were as opaque as a potjie pot – could they? 

The NPA applied for leave to appeal and 

the Bar darkly hinted at a review – but this 

didn’t faze Wally and Louis one bit… All 

said and done, it was a great day, enjoyed 

by all and oh, so much better than a stuffy 

courtroom.

As I prepare this article, I am advised 

that Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng has been 

appointed Chief Justice. Justice Mogoeng 

was a member of this Bar for seven years 

before being appointed to the North West 

High Court where he also served as Judge 

President. This Bar congratulates him 

on his appointment and wishes him well 

during his tenure as Chief Justice.   

Deputy Chief Justice Dikgang Moseneke 
receiving the Sydney and Felicia Kentridge 

Award from the GCB chairman,  
Rashid Vahed SC.
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