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Appointment 
to the Bench

Judge Sharise Weiner

Judge Weiner was called to the Bar in 1978, 
and since then she practised as a member 
of the Johannesburg Bar specialising in 
commercial law, competition law and mat-
rimonial and family law. In 1993 she was 
admitted as an advocate of the Lesotho 
High Court. In 1985 she was appointed a 
commissioner of the Small Claims Court. 
She took silk in October 1995. From 
November 1995 onwards she acted peri-
odically as a judge of the High Court.

When Judge Weiner became a member 
of the Johannesburg Bar there was a per-
ception amongst attorneys and their cli-
ents that female advocates were compe-
tent to do matrimonial work only. She 
campaigned tirelessly against this misper-
ception and, over the years, by dint of her 
ability and excellence as a commercial 
advocate, contributed to the gradual and 
incremental acceptance that practitioners, 
be they male or female, are to be judged on 
merit and not on the basis of their sex.

Judge Weiner has been intimately 
involved from the outset in the training of 
pupil advocates, junior practitioners and 
teachers of practical advocacy . She took 
part in the very first advocacy training 
workshop given in 1996 with the assistance 
and under the guidance of trainers from 
Gray’s Inn and has been integrally involved 
in advocacy training ever since. It is fair to 
say that her enthusiasm, and her drive and 
skill as a trainer, have been instrumental 
in ensuring that the training programmes 
offered by the GCB are on a par with those 
offered in any other part of the world. 

In 1998 Judge Weiner was invited by 
Gray’s Inn London (Inns of Court Advocacy 
Training Committee) for the first time to 
participate as both teacher and trainer 
at a New Practitioner Workshop held in 
England. Since then, she has taught at sev-
eral Gray’s Inn workshops and at the young 
practitioners’ workshop of the South East 
Circuit held at Keble College Oxford. 

Judge Weiner is admitted as a barrister 
of the High Court of England and Wales. 
She was called to the Bar in November 
1998 and is a door tenant of 39 Essex Street 
Chambers.

Whilst a member of the Johannesburg 
Bar, Judge Weiner sat on numerous com-
mittees, including the South African 
National Advocacy Training Committee, the 
Judge President’s Liaison Committee of the 
Johannesburg Bar Council, the Professional 
Sub-Committee of the Johannesburg Bar 
Council (vice-chairperson), the Advocacy 
Training Committee of the Johannesburg 
Bar Council (chairman) and the National 
Advocacy Training Committee of the GCB 
(vice-chair). In addition to these, Judge 
Weiner was a director of the Professional 
Provident Society as the representative of 
the Johannesburg Bar, and was a part-time 
commissioner for the CCMA.

Judge Weiner takes great ability and a 
wealth of experience to the Bench. Her 
appointment is to be welcomed.

Formation of 
the Victoria 
Mxenge Group
On 1 July 2011, a new group was formed at 
the Johannesburg Bar called the Victoria 
Mxenge Group. It is situated in Sandown 
Village, 81 Maude Street, Sandton.

At present, it comprises its nine found-
ing members: Sesi Baloyi, Azhar Bham SC, 
Steven Budlender, Matthew Chaskalson 
SC, Isabel Goodman, Gcina Malindi SC, 
Joe Nalane, Nasreen Rajab-Budlender and 
Muzi Sikhakhane. Muzi Sikhakhane has 
since been elected group leader.

The Group seeks to live the values of 
non-racism, non-sexism and non-dis-
crimination in the practice of law. It is 
committed to promoting access to justice, 
continuing legal education, excellence and 
advocacy of the highest quality. 

The Group adopted the name Victoria 
Mxenge in order to honour this mother, 
activist, nurse and lawyer of rare quality 

who paid the ultimate sacrifice when she 
was murdered by the apartheid regime in 
1985.

The Prize of 
Peace
The Prize of Peace is a new South African 
play written by Les Morison SC of the 
Johannesburg Bar. It had a three week run 
at the Old Mutual Sandton Theatre on the 
Square during September 2011. The play 
was hailed by Kgomotso Montsho of The 
Star and Pretoria News as a ‘new classic 
of South African theatre.’ Peter Feldman 
called it ‘robust and riveting.’ The play has 
been a critical success, the reviews are on 
www.prizeofpeace.co.za. 

The work is now on the recommended 
reading list for Independent Examination 
Board Schools. Morison SC was supported 
by Thrupps, Gordon Fraser, Mont Du Toit, 
the Arts and Culture Trust and private 
donors Ian and Heidi Isdale. Morison SC 
says that the experience has been very 
heart-warming. 

The community of the Bar has been 
supportive and encouraging. Morison SC 
recommends that any advocate harbour-
ing creative ambitions should pursue those 
ambitions alongside their practices as it 
rejuvenates one’s spirit, even though it is 
hard work. The Prize of Peace will next be 
staged at the Grahamstown National Arts 
Festival in July 2012.

Judges-Silks 
Dinner
The chairperson of the Johannesburg Bar 

Council annually hosts a Judges – Silks 

Dinner, an event aimed at strengthening 

the ties between the senior members of 

the Johannesburg Bar and the judges of 

the South Gauteng High Court. One of the 

main purposes of the dinner is to facilitate 

more seniors making themselves available 

to take up acting appointments. This year’s 

dinner was successfully held on 18 August 

2011 with the keynote speaker being the 

Deputy Judge President, Justice Mojapelo.

Acting 
appointments
The following members of the Johannesburg 
Bar took up acting appointments in the 
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Quickly & easily categorise injuries  
and determine comparative quantum awards
The Quantum of Damages in Bodily and Fatal Injury Cases Quick Guide
Quantum conversion tables and medical diagrams 2011
C Potgieter

This work includes:
n  Quantum conversion tables to assist in finding comparative awards in The Quantum of Damages in 

Bodily and Fatal Injury Cases. 
n Medical diagrams and a glossary of medical terms to assist in researching injuries.
n Awards listed by both category and alphabetically for easy reference
n The 2011 CPIX Table (1946 - 2011) to upgrade historical awards
n A glossary of medical terms
n  Quick referencing system for tables point the user to the volume and page of each 

case, providing quantum figures updated to 2011.
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The essential companion to Juta’s Quantum of Damages loose-leaf series

R250*
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