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fore surprising that very few 

books are devoted solely to 

the subject of legal costs. 

AJ Reinecke’s book comes 

therefore as a breath of 

fresh air. 

A cursory glance at the 

content of any daily news-

paper reminds one of the 

plethora of acrimonious 

litigation that is occurring 

in the different courts of 

our country. The author 

has skilfully presented an 

impressive in-depth over-

view of the principles of 

legal costs for use by advo-

cates, attorneys, cost consultants, legal and financial advisors, 

taxing officials and just about anyone involved in the sphere of 

civil litigation in South Africa. The book contains references to 

hundreds of reported decisions, enabling the practitioner to 

establish a thorough foundation for research. 

The scope of the book is substantial. The introduction is thor-

ough and well researched. The role of attorneys and counsel in the 

arena of litigious costs form the proverbial spine of the work. 

However, it does not end there. The practitioner will find 
detailed  references to and discussion of the issues of scales of 
costs on contribution as well as a comprehensive section (Chapter 
9) dealing with the various orders of costs and, most helpfully, a 
separate chapter (Chapter 10) on the approach of different fora 
to the issue of costs. Those involved in the traditionally non-liti-
gious sphere of legal practice, eg liquidators and administrators of 
deceased estates, debt review practitioners and administrators of 
estates, will find Chapter 14 most helpful.

 The thoroughness of the author’s research and his experi-
ence as a practitioner is evidenced in the chapters dealing with 
the costs of conveyancing, the anatomy of a bill, and chapter 17 
dealing with taxation and its review. The usefulness of the work is 
underscored by chapter 18 dealing with capita selecta that include 
‘the deductibility of legal costs’ from an income tax perspective 
and ‘legal costs insurance,’ and the  section on the curbing of legal 
costs. 

As a quick reference guide the book is helpful. The keyword ref-
erence table and the list of principal cases cited are useful. To say 
that the book would be a welcome addition to the library shelves 
of any legal practitioner is to do it an injustice. For legal cost prac-
titioners are concerned, I would venture to say that The Legal 
Practitioner’s Handbook on Costs is an absolute essential.

ANDRé SWANEPOEL, CIRCLE CHAMBERS, PRETORIA  
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Legal Crossword  
Number 15

CLUES

Down

1.  Reduce in number 

2.  What you need to do to a 
nuisance 

3.  Such evidence sounds more 
credible

4.  Very much not the same 

5.  What French families had to do 
in the 17th Century at the Cape

 

Across

1. Take for the state 

2.  What you must do if you  
spoliate electricity 

3.  Venerable treatise on free press

4.  What you do in the amende 
honourable 

5.  Mass tort disease
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